
WARRIORS IN PRAYER 

Your Kingdom Come 

 

I’m wondering what you think about when you think about the kingdom of 

God, or the kingdom of the heavens.  Take a moment to chat to the people 

around you about what you think.   My best guess is that you’ll find that hard 

to explain!   

Today we are going to thing about ‘Your Kingdom Come!’  

 Here’s a thought provoking question: ‘Can you really even begin to imagine 

what the earth would look like if the kingdom of the heavens was here on 

earth?’  That’s a truly stunning thought, isn’t it?  What would the earth be like 

if the kingdom of the heavens was here? 

The biblical writers write about the kingdom of the heavens. Jesus speaks more 

about the kingdom of the heavens than anything else.  Yet, it seems to me, we 

can barely imagine it!  And yet…And yet…Jesus tells us we should pray for this. 

How are you doing? 

The biblical writers used imagery because, in truth, it’s hard to explain what is 

ultimately spiritual.  In Revelation, John sees a vision that is economic in its 

form: 

Never again will they hunger; 

    never again will they thirst. 

The sun will not beat down on them,’ 

    nor any scorching heat (Revelation 7 v 16) 

In the kingdom of the heavens there is no hunger or thirst – we might say, no 

more poverty.  Amos talks of the curse of the land being lifted and it producing 

an overflow of produce.  Isaiah talks of peace between nations. 

He will judge between the nations 

    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares 



    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore. (Isaiah 2 v 4) 

In this vision there are no weapons, no enemies: 

6 
The wolf will live with the lamb, 

    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

    and a little child will lead them. 
7 

The cow will feed with the bear, 

    their young will lie down together, 

    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 

The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9 

They will neither harm nor destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD 

    as the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11 v 6-9) 

What a beautiful description of the peace in the kingdom of the heavens. 

Revelation 21 talks of the gates of the city that will never be shut.  This is 

symbolic of a city where there is no fear because it is the place where God 

dwells. 

Can you imagine, for a moment a city where there is no fear? 

- It is never dark so you can walk in safety 

- There is no knife crime or gang culture 

- There is no threat of violence, stealing or discontent 

Can you imagine a city where there is no tension between communities, or 

minorities, between individuals – where no neighbour has a complaint against 

another neighbour? 

22 
I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and 

the Lamb are its temple. 
23 

The city does not need the sun or the moon 



to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
24 

The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 

their splendour into it. 
25 

On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there 

will be no night there. 
26 

The glory and honour of the nations will be 

brought into it. 
27 

Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who 

does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are 

written in the Lamb’s book of life.  

 Can you imagine, for a moment, a city where family life is free from tension, 

abuse, violence and threat? 

17 
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 

turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to 

the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the 

Lord.” (Luke 1 v 17) 

And you know this verse very well – but can you begin to imagine them…on 

earth? 

4 
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

(Revelation 21 v 4) 

Ezekiel says that hearts of stone will be replaced with hearts of flesh (Ezekiel 

36 v 26). There will be no more envy and pride and hate and jealousy. 

Can you imagine it? 

Isaiah tells us that the mountains will burst into song and the trees will 

clap their hands. (Isaiah 55 v 12) 

It’s all another way of saying that the earth will reach its full redemptive 

potential. How about that!  In the kingdom of the heavens the earth will reach 

its full redemptive potential.  Can you even begin to imagine that? 

Now… some of you may be thinking; “Well that’s all well and good Ian, but 

you’re talking about the future!” 

I say: “Yes and no!” 



It is absolutely and wonderfully true that one day, one fine day, one bright 

hour, the kingdom of the heavens will be fully realised.  That is the future.  But 

it is also wonderfully true that, in part, the kingdom of the heavens is here, 

now!  That’s what Jesus himself said and what his whole life was about. 

14 
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God. 
15 

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God 

has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1 v 14-15) 

In case you missed it – there’s a new royal baby, Archie.  Interestingly he has 

no royal title – he’s 7
th

 in line to the throne (but that will change!) Our view of 

the royals is changing.  Their view of themselves is changing – hence ‘Archie.’    

Where once we had one view and understanding of what a kingdom was, now 

we have a different one. 

Jesus spoke most about kingdom, the kingdom of the heavens, but what Jesus 

meant by kingdom was very different to, and a huge challenge to the way the 

people of his day understood.   

God had chosen a rag tag group of people, the smallest not the biggest group 

as his nation. He performed a miraculous escape for them from Egypt.  He led 

them, eventually, to the land he had promised them through what can only be 

described as, extraordinary success – they took the land.  At the blast of 

trumpets, city walls fell, with singers out in front, armies were defeated!   

But Israel wanted and demanded a king…like everybody else had!  God told 

them that was not how it was supposed to work – he was their king. God gave 

in and they had a king – Saul… and things did not go well.  There were good 

times: David and Solomon, but Solomon did not end well and the kingdom 

became a divided kingdom. 

Both Israel and Judah were defeated by Assyria and Babylon respectively, and 

the kingdom of Israel faded to a memory.  So, when Jesus proclaimed a 

kingdom some expected Him to lead a national victory against occupying Rome 

and restore an earthly kingdom.   



But Jesus said it was a different kind of kingdom. This was not a kingdom based 

on geography or political status and alliance. This was a kingdom about the 

presence of the living God.  This was not about being born into the right family 

by physical birth.  This is a kingdom of living faith and a kingdom that wherever 

there is a response of faith the kingdom is found.  This is a kingdom where the 

borders are not political or geographical, but set by obedience of discipleship: 

those who will follow and serve the king – God himself. 

This is a kingdom that is found wherever there is full surrender to the presence 

of God.  This is a kingdom of the future, but it is also a kingdom that has 

present reality: it is here and now.  This is a kingdom of a hope for the future 

that can be expressed in the here and now. 

Jesus’s whole life and ministry expressed the message that one day the 

kingdom of the heavens will fully come, but that it is here and now.  Jesus life 

led to his death on the cross – the ultimate declaration of the coming of the 

kingdom to save all people from the snare of evil: Satan defeated!  His life 

demonstrated the presence of the kingdom on earth. 

He lived perfectly as the kingdom of the heavens on earth!  You want to know 

what life will be like in the kingdom of the heavens – look at Jesus.  He 

welcomed the children saying: “Don’t stop them, don’t hinder them – let them 

come to me for the kingdom of the heavens welcomes, values, loves the 

children.” 

In a day and time that was strongly patriarchal, Jesus welcomed and spent 

time with the women.  In fact, it was the women who were first to know about 

his impending birth, and the first to be met by his resurrected body.  Jesus 

touches the leper. He could have just healed him, but Jesus touches him when 

no-one else will.  Jesus heals the sick.  Jesus feeds the hungry.  Jesus has 

compassion for the widow.  Jesus goes to the outcast. 

When Jesus performs miracles he is showing that the kingdom of the heavens 

is now a present reality.  It’s as if he’s saying: “This is how it is in the kingdom 

of the heavens. It’s here and now in part, and one day it will fully come.”   

The story of the gospel is this: that it is possible, now, to live in the presence 

and the power of God. And Jesus invites a response: come to me!   



In Jesus life he cast a vision of what it is like to live in the presence and the 

power of the kingdom of the heavens, and He extends the invitation to come 

and join Him.  It is the greatest offer ever extended to any person, anywhere, 

anytime in human history, and the offer is extended to you. 

Some people followed Jesus and took up his offer. They left what they knew, 

they left their families, their work, all they had built around them.  Some 

people died, but they followed with joy.   

To reject Jesus is to be excluded from the kingdom of the heavens.   

And one day, one fine day, one bright hour, there will be only one kingdom.  

When Jesus lived there were other kingdoms: the kingdom of Caesar…. There 

are other kingdoms today. But one day, one fine day, one bright hour, there 

will be only one kingdom, and the kingdom of the heavens will come in all its 

fullness.   

Throughout history kingdoms have been built through politics, through power, 

through bloodshed, through economics, through philosophy. 

How will the kingdom of the heavens come? 

Well…Jesus says it begins in the place of prayer – by asking: ‘Your kingdom 

come!’  The kingdom of the heavens is anywhere the name of God is honoured 

and God’s will done.  The kingdom of the heavens comes where people live 

unashamedly for the gospel, but it starts with prayer: by asking ‘Your kingdom 

come!’   

Here’s a thought: could it be true that when a believer prays ‘Your Kingdom 

Come!’ it has more effect in eternity than any amount of political or economic 

manoeuvring? 

So, how about you? 

Will you take up Jesus invitation to join him in the reality of the kingdom of the 

heavens, here and now?  Will you, therefore, pray: “Your Kingdom Come!” 

The invitation is to become kingdom prayers, and here’s how you might do 

that.  To become a kingdom prayer you can pray, your kingdom come in your 

own life.   Now…on the face of it, that might sound easy, but not so fast.  The 



hardest prayer Jesus ever prayed was in the Garden of Gethsemane, where he 

prayed: ‘Take this cup from me, but not my will, but yours be done.’  That 

prayer took him to the cross! 

If you ask God that his kingdom be manifest in your life, you ask that whatever 

happens - his will be done! Whatever happens!  It’s quite a challenge.  But 

when you pray that, you are asking that you become a bearer of the kingdom 

of the heavens – here and now!   

So, the question becomes: what would it really mean for the kingdom of the 

heavens to come in your life?  Where you work? Relationally? In your family? 

In your career? In your friendships? Financially? 

To become a kingdom prayer you can pray ‘Your kingdom come’ to people in 

your relational world: your neighbours, your work colleagues, your family.  

 There was a lady in the church where I grew up, called Yoland Darling. She was 

old and married to Major Max Darling, who was also very old, and very tall, as I 

remember.  Max used to lead services and preach and was very scary!  Yoland 

used to pray, and Yoland prayed for me, and every time she saw me she would 

tell me she was praying for me praying that I would reach my full redemptive 

potential (she didn’t use those words, but that’s what she meant).  Every time 

she spoke to me she would have tears in her eyes.  Yoland Darling died many 

years ago, but here I am doing this job, preaching this sermon, following Christ 

as best I can, and I am convinced that it is in no small part, due to Yoland 

Darling’s prayer: “Your Kingdom Come!” for me. 

To become a kingdom prayer you can pray “Your kingdom come” for Crawley. 

Wouldn’t that be good?  You can pray it, for the nation that God loves so 

much.  You can join in 24/10 and 24/7 prayer.  You can come to the monthly 

Joint Service where we spend time doing exactly that.  You can pray “Your 

Kingdom come” while you are watching or listening to the news!   

We can become kingdom prayers because Jesus invites us to recognise the 

presence and the power of the kingdom of the heavens here and now!   

Here’s a challenging question – what if we forget to be kingdom prayers? 



Jesus brought the kingdom of the heavens to earth and invites us to become 

kingdom prayers.  The kingdom of the heavens is here and now.  He invites us 

to look forward to the day, that fine and bright day, when the kingdom of the 

heavens will be the only kingdom, and where we will live in our full redemptive 

potential, and we will see God face to face. 

Now that, it seems to me, is worth praying for! 
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