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Think Right - Live Right : New Responsibilities 

Crawley Baptist Church, 17th June, 2018 

 

I was invited to Crawley for some technical meetings this week, and thought it would be great to report 

back to you what has been happening in our neck of the woods. Thanks for inviting me to share this 

morning. I’ve been travelling since Friday afternoon to get here, so if I doze off in the middle of my own 

sermon, please wake me up gently! 

 

CONNECT to the SERIES: Think Right - Live Right 

● What a wonderful website you have here at CBC! Sitting on the other side of the world, I was 

able to listen in to the previous sermons in this series and even see photos of you all. 

● And… what a wonderful team of preachers you have! You’re privileged to be so well fed. 

● I especially enjoyed the story about Johnny the bagger at the Supermarket -  someone  

with a New Purpose making a huge impact on those around him, despite all his limitations. 

● So far you’ve had: A New Heart, Purpose, Attitude, Life;  

      and today’s topic is New Responsibilities 

 

Before we look at the passage together, I want to give you a quick update on some of things that have 

changed since we were last with you. 

 

Our family is still growing; last time we needed a transit van to get around, this time I came alone; eldest 

daughter Abi got engaged recently, so still growing, but only at the top end of the family for a change! 

The Gondi team has also grown. 

The Central India Cluster of 9 translation projects continues to make good progress. 

 

Technology makes so many new things possible that weren’t possible just a few years ago. We used to 

have to travel a lot to attend workshops together, now we can connect (or Hang out!) online and get just 

as much work done together working “in the cloud” together. 

 

Minie, here on the left is one of our more capable consultants, and would be able to read the original 

Greek scroll that Paul wrote to the Philippians, but I’m not that good! Let’s read the passage in English… 

 

Shine Brightly for Christ 
12 Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now 

that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your 

salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 13 For God is working in you, 

giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him. 

# 
14 Do everything without complaining and arguing, 15 so that no one can criticize you. 

Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full 

of crooked and perverse people. 16 Hold firmly to the word of life;     then, on the day 

of Christ's return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work 

was not useless. 17 But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like a liquid 

offering to God, just like your faithful service is an offering to God. And I want all of 

you to share that joy. 18 Yes, you should rejoice, and I will share your joy.  

 

The analytical types among you will already be looking for structure, and patterns in the passage… If 

you’re one of them, then Wycliffe might have a job for you! :-)  

 

Paul also has an excellent way of CHALLENGING, ENCOURAGING and EMPOWERING the fledgling 

church in Philippi. And this is where we’re going to dive into the passage. 
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1. CHALLENGE 
12 Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you.  

And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show  

the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 

 

Don’t give up doing what you were doing so well WHILE I WAS WITH YOU. Some people only seem to 

work hard when someone is watching them; but as soon as they’re on their own, they put their feet up 

and relax. Paul is saying, keep on doing what you did so well; even when no one is watching…   (that’s 

obedience and INTEGRITY) 

 

We don’t work hard in order to be saved. No, we work hard because we are saved. (In Gondi we say…) 

 

Reverence and fear are strangely absent in most churches these days. We like to think of God as a 

loving, caring, forgiving and gracious God. We forget that he is also the awe-inspiring creator who is 

absolutely intolerant of sin and evil. We focus so much on God’s GRACE, that we almost forget that His 

wrath is also very real.         (so there’s the Challenge). 

 

2. ENCOURAGE 
13 For God is working in you, giving you  

the desire and the power to do what pleases him. 

 

We see something very important here. It’s not about us. It’s all about God. He is giving us the DESIRE, 

and then also giving us the POWER to do what pleases him. Remember when Jesus was 

commissioning his disciples, they were all excited to go out again and DO, but Jesus says, DON’T go 

anywhere, DON’T even leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised. ACTS 1:4 

Only when the Holy Spirit comes and fills them with POWER will they have what it takes to do the things 

that Jesus commanded them to do.  

 

So be encouraged this morning that God never asks us to DO something without also EMPOWERING 

us to do what he has called us to do. 

 

3. EMPOWER 

And next Paul talks to them about HOW to do whatever God has called them to do. He is laying down 

some principles to follow in carrying out the New Responsibilities… He’s empowering them... 

 
14 Do everything without complaining and arguing,  

15 so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives  

as children of God, shining like bright lights  

in a world full of crooked and perverse people.  
16 Hold firmly to the word of life; 

 

I can see 3 points here: 

a) The right attitude 

b) The bright light 

c) The right foundation 

a) The Right Attitude 

I thought I was doing quite well until I got to v14: “Do EVERYTHING without complaining and arguing” 
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It is so easy to have the right attitude - when we’re doing what we WANT to do.  

 

But... What happens to our attitude when we’re told to do something that we either don’t want to do,  

 or possibly don’t agree with (usually for very good reasons)?  

And... What is our attitude toward those who are in authority over us at those times?  

What’s it like when it’s clear (at least to us!) that they’re wrong?! How do we respond? 

 

I don’t know how many of you have had teenagers (and survived to tell about your experiences!) Or 

maybe you’ve got some now. (OK - I think I’ve got your attention). We’ve heard of the “Baby Boomers”, 

We know about Generation-X, and then we had “Generation-WHY” (or the Millenials). 

They’re always asking “Why?” And the reply, “Because I said so!” just doesn’t seem to cut it anymore, 

does it!? 

 

It’s easy to judge them, but when we pause for minute and think about it, we’re more like them than we 

want to admit. Especially when it comes to God talking to us, we’re just like them - we always want to 

know WHY! We are low on trust and high on inquisitiveness. We want to know WHY before we obey. 

 

This is a serious offence - questioning God; murmuring; complaining against or arguing with God, or 

even with those who he has appointed over us. What happened in the wilderness after all the miracles 

that the Lord performed to lead them out of Egypt? They complained! 

 

Numbers 14:2-3    2 Their voices rose in a great chorus of protest  

against Moses and Aaron. “If only we had died in Egypt, or even here  

in the wilderness!” they complained. 3 “WHY is the LORD taking us to this  

country only to have us die in battle? Our wives and our little ones will be  

carried off as plunder! Wouldn't it be better for us to return to Egypt?”  

 

This reminds me of a year ago when we moved out of the hot, dusty and polluted plains of Central India 

up into the cool, green and beautiful mountains in South India. After a couple of weeks of being there our 

kids started to murmur, to grumble, to regret the move: 

● “You know, it wasn’t that hot back in Mancherial.”  

  Yeah right… 30+ most of the year, and 45 degrees Celcius in the summer.   

● “At least we could play on the roof!”  

  Yes true, but here’s a picture of the roof and the fantastic view - not!  

   And the view from the other side of the house! 

● And then they would say, “We had friends back in Mancherial.”  

  All 2 of them! Now you’ve got a school full of them. 

 

The human heart always looks backwards with a longing for things to be like they were - no matter how 

bad things really were. Nostalgia’s not like it used to be! 

 

This is the view that we now enjoy from our home in Ooty. The weather hovers around 20 something for 

most of the year, and there’s greenery, playgrounds, friends, fellowship and lots of place for activity. 
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Even in the New Testament we see what happened when Zechariah questioned the angel that God had 

sent to tell him that he and his wife Elizabeth were going to have a son: 
18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen?  

I'm an old man now, and my wife is also well along in years.” 19 Then  

the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God.  

It was he who sent me to bring you this good news!  
20 But now, since you didn't believe what I said,  

you will be silent and unable to speak until the child is born.  

For my words will certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.”  

 

When we question God, we’re basically saying to him “I don’t believe you” - and that’s an extremely 

dangerous place to be. 

 

Paul is encouraging us to “Do everything without complaining and arguing”   

And why? SO THAT no one can criticize you” (the Gonds say “so no one can point the finger at you”.) 

 

A few weeks ago (27/5/18), Ian Larkham challenged us with this: "Do we grow in Christ or do we 

grumble and gossip?" How are we going on that front? 

 

We need to obey willingly and joyfully, not grudgingly and grumpily. 

 

 

b) The Bright Light - Dispelling the darkness 
15(b) Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like  

bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people. 

 

Sing: This little light of mine; I’m gonna let it shine  x2 

 

Somehow I’ve always thought of “this little light of mine” as a flickering candle in my hand, and trying 

desperately to protect if from being blown out by the wind. But I now wonder if Paul had another image in 

his mind as he dictated these words to his scribe -  

● perhaps he was thinking of a full moon lighting up the dark paths that he often trod,  

When we translated this, I suggested “shining like stars”, but our Gondi translator, Ramesh, commented 

that stars don’t seem to give much light at all, so even “shining like stars” doesn’t really cut it. 

● or maybe something more like a lighthouse - set on a hill, and sending out a strong penetrating 

light as a warning to those around of impending danger, 

● or maybe he had something even brighter in mind.  

It is interesting that it is the same root word used here as Paul used to describe the blindingly bright 

light at noon that knocked him from his horse on the way to Damascus.  

 

In any case, let’s put away our frail images of a little flickering candle. 

 

But as we do do, let’s not forget that even the smallest amount of light dispels the darkness. 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.” – John 1:5 (NLT) 
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It is interesting that the same Greek word used here for “light-giving body, luminary, or star” is used in 

Revelation 21:10-11 “So he took me in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and he showed me the holy 

city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God and sparkled 

like a precious stone—like jasper as clear as crystal.” 

 

Do we shine with the glory of God? Do we sparkle like precious stones? I have a couple of friends who 

really do shine like that. They love God with their whole heart and their faces somehow convey that. 

 

 Hudson Taylor  made this profound statement:  

 

“I have but one candle of life to burn and would rather burn it out where people are dying 

in darkness than in a land that is flooded with light. 

 

And then he went on to say... 

 

I look upon foreign missionaries as the scaffolding around a rising building. The sooner it 

can be dispensed with, the better; or rather, the sooner it can be transferred to other 

places, to serve the same temporary use, the better.” 

 

For 15 years we’ve been a candle burning out in a dark place in Central India. We’ve journeyed with and 

served alongside a handful of Gond believers to help TRANSLATE God’s Word to them in their own 

language so that they (and those in their tribe who have not yet heard) can respond to the greatest 

message ever told.  

# (DON’T advance to the next slide yet - wait!) 

Whether you realize it or not, even though you may not work for Wycliffe Bible Translators, YOU have 

also been translating God’s word. Yes, for the people around you! They may never pick up a Bible and 

read it - but, be sure that they are reading you (and your actions) just as intently as someone reads a 

book. How is YOUR translation going? Are you faithfully representing the original - who is Christ? 

 

 Why do we need this in Gondi ? 

Several years ago, after we had just published the gospel of Mark in Gondi, one of the pastors came and 

challenged me “Why do we need this in Gondi? We already have a Telugu Bible and everyone 

understands that.” That was so discouraging. If the pastors aren’t even convinced that the Gonds need 

the scriptures in their own language, then we’re doomed (and so are they)! We plodded on anyway.  

 

A few years later, when we translated the gospel of John, that same pastor came to me absolutely 

beaming - “radiance” comes to mind! He said, “I have read John’s gospel in Telugu so many times, and I 

get some meaning. But now, I have just read through John ONCE in Gondi, and I understand what it is 

all about!” WOW! Thank you Lord for this wonderful turn-around. This Pastor, Sidam Shambu, or 

Andrews as we call him, has become an ambassador for the Gondi scriptures, and now plays an 

important role on the Translation Impact Committee. His enthusiasm is contagious, and we’ve watched 

the rest of the small group of pastors get excited about having the scriptures in their own language too.  

 

We can’t wait...  

One of the last statements that still rings in my mind is, “We can’t wait another 10 or 15 years for  

the Old Testament. We want to have the whole Bible sooner than that. Tell us what we can do  

to help make that happen?” Ironically, part of the answer is to remove the scaffolding... 

And so yes, in Hudson Taylor’s words, we’re now being transferred to other places. We’re moving on. 

 

# (now click to next slide of Ramesh and Durnath working)  
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Ramesh is now leading the team, and is extremely capable to do so. We’ll still be engaged with the 

Gondi project, but from a distance and more in a coaching or consulting role. We’re no longer the ones 

driving the translation project. Ramesh is far more qualified than I am, and knows Scripture better than I 

do. So, it was with joy and confidence that we handed over the project to him last year. And now we’re 

moving on… ...to help other teams.  

 

Over the next 12-18 months there are another 20 translation projects that are completing their New 

Testaments in India alone. It will take a huge effort to get each of them past the finishing post, published 

and into the hands of the people. We will be part of that effort. 

 

 Push -vs- Pull !  

I don’t know if you remember us sharing about some of the latest technological breakthroughs last time 

we visited you. I was so excited to share about how we can pack so much wonderful content onto these 

tiny SD-cards, or memory chips. We distributed over 2000 of these - with scripture, songs, testimonies, 

three full-length movies like the JESUS film, and Android Apps. All good stuff, and all in Gondi.  

 

But you know what? Technology changes so fast; it is hard to keep up. What we were doing was good. It 

was great. But it was all about what WE did. We had to make the content, we had to pay for the chips, 

we had to duplicate them, we had to figure out how to distribute them, we had to follow them up; etc. 

As the nursery rhyme goes, it was we, we, we… all the way home! ;-) 

 

So what changed? A brand new mobile phone company entered the market and began to turn India 

upside down. For just 2quid a month people could access the internet with 4G speeds and download as 

much as 2 Gigabytes a day!   Here in the UK, you probably pay 2quid a day for 2 Gigs a month! :-) 

 

Suddenly there was no need to PUSH. People began to PULL.  

 

All that we have to do now, is to create the content, and put it on the internet.  

They are finding it BY THEMSELVES and downloading it! They are pulling.  

And what is fascinating is that we have discovered that there are Gonds who presumably are migrant 

workers in the middle east who are also downloading our content from the Google PlayStore! 

 

God is able to do immeasurably more than we can think or imagine. And he is doing so... 

 

And there’s an important message in that for us too - which relates to these verses we’re looking at:  

When our lives SHINE BRIGHTLY, people will be attracted to Jesus. People will come to us 

and ask us “Why are you so different?” [We won’t necessarily have to go and stand on 

the street corner and hold up placards that remind people of what they already know - that 

they are sinners, and deserve God’s judgement. They already know that in their hearts.] 

They need the answers to their problems. And when they see us living life to the full, THEY 

will come looking for us.  

 

When we live the kind of lives that God calls us to live: “clean, innocent lives as children of 

God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people”, then there is 

less of a need to PUSH the gospel.  

People will begin to PULL: “I want whatever it is that you have. I don’t know what it is, but I 

know that want it.” And let’s make sure that we are ready: 

And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be 

ready to explain it. 16 But do this in a gentle and respectful way.  

(1 Peter 3:15-16)  
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I doubt very much that I need to convince you that we’re living in a crooked and perverse generation. 

We’re surrounded by darkness - that’s for sure. But just in case you’re tempted to think this is something 

new, go home and have a read of Genesis chapter 6 (when God looks at the world and regrets ever 

having made humankind),  

or look at Romans chapter 1 where Paul describes the depraved human behaviour of his time.  

There is nothing new under the sun! 

 

OK - let’s get back to our text… finally Paul’s last point in this list of HOW TO obey God with deep 

reverence and fear: 

 

 

c) The right foundation 

Everyone knows that for a house to stand firm, you need a solid foundation. It is a lot of work to lay a 

good foundation, and once its laid you don’t even see it. But without it, the building won’t stand for long. 

Paul alludes to this in other passages too. He himself laid the foundation of God’s house in so many 

towns and cities across Asia Minor. In verse 16 he says: 
16 Hold firmly to the word of life… 

 

Christianity, and the Bible itself, is constantly under attack from those who wish to discredit what we 

believe. Are you standing strong? Are you holding firmly to the Word of life? 

 

If time, tell the story of ….  Professor Satyam (or “Sam”) !  

Faster is better?  

I want to come back to the statement from the pastors about “wanting the whole Bible sooner rather 

than later”. There are some well-meaning groups engaged in translation work who claim that they can 

get the ENTIRE Bible translated in just 2 years. {My flippant response to them is: “That’s way too slow. 

Google could do it in 2 minutes?”} As good as that might sound initially, just think of how that automated 

“fast food” approach to translation might actually rob the local church. It robs them of the once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity to engage deeply with God’s Word as they grapple with how best to convey the 

original meaning to their own people. Think about it: 

● They are the ones who will eventually know God’s Word inside out and will be the 

pillars of the church. 

● They are the ones who will help defend God’s Word and prevent false doctrines 

from entering into the church because they really understand what the text is saying.  

● They are the ones who are already willing to stake their lives on the truths in God’s 

Word, and shine as BRIGHT LIGHTS in their community (because they don’t just 

believe it in their minds, but they believe it with their hearts and live it out daily).  

● They are the ones who “own” the text - because they themselves helped translate 

and check it.  

 

Yes, it may appear to be a painfully slow process - to translate word by word, phrase by phrase, 

sentence by sentence, paragraph by paragraph, chapter by chapter, book by book; first the New 

Testament and then the Old Testament to complete the entire Bible.  

Yes, building such a trustworthy foundation takes time, but, it is worth it.  

So even if we happened to have the technology to “push a button” and create the Bible in Gondi we’d be 

fools to use it! Jesus chose to walk those dusty roads of Palestine for a reason. His was an incarnational 

ministry. He calls us and expects us to do the same.  
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Us English speakers take for granted the fact that we have access to God’s Word in our own language. 

We need to recall the sacrifices people in the past made in order for us to have the Bible in the 

“common” language. We need to hold firmly to the Word of Life - and not compromise. 

WHY does Paul say all this to the Philippian believers? 

He doesn’t want his efforts to be wasted. Imagine digging the trenches, carefully laying the stones for the 

foundation, but then never actually building the rest of the house! What a shame and waste that would 

be. Paul is confident that “he who began a good work in them will carry it on to completion until the day 

of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6 

 

So that… THEN (in the future), on the day of Christ's return, I will be proud  

that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not useless.” 

 

 Durgesh - What’s the point ?  

A few months ago our landlady arranged for a couple of young lads to come and paint the house. At 

break time I would make tea for them, give them some snacks, and we would sit and chat in Hindi. This 

was a whole new experience for them (not just that a foreigner was speaking their language), but that 

someone of “my status” cared to make time for them, completely disregarding their “daily-wage labourer 

status”. Treating them like brothers instead of slaves spoke volumes. Someone said “Preach the gosepl 

at all times; and if necessary, use words!” I didn’t have many words, but my actions spoke loud and 

clear.  

 

One day, Durgesh, who was the thinking type, paused and looked at me, and said, “You know, we 

work hard all day, every day; we earn money but what can we do with the money? We have to 

keep working, and we don’t even have the time to spend it. It’s all useless. We can’t take it with 

us when we die. So what’s the point?” Great, I thought, this guy is already on the move. He’s 

beginning to think about the more important things in life. He’s already beyond money. I realized that he 

had all day, every day to think as he painted. Why not give him something good to listen to? So I sent 

him an audio Bible in Hindi via WhatsApp. I need to pray and trust that God will use that small step of 

sharing my time, and His Word as another link in the chain of events that eventually leads Durgesh to 

Christ. 

 

So, in terms of shining like bright lights, all of us can have an impact wherever we are. If you’re shy 

about talking to people, why not start with 2 simple questions: 

Where are you from?  and    Where are you going? 

 

Most people can easily answer the 1st one,   but   haven’t got a clue about the 2nd. 

 

As for me, I haven’t got a clue about where I’m from (England, Germany, India, NZ)!  

But... I am certain about where I’m going (not today or tomorrow; but at the end of my earthly life, or on 

the day of Christ’s return. That’s enough to get a good eternally-focussed discussion going with anyone.  

 

You can do that too. Just get people to start thinking about eternity - you’ll be amazed at what happens 

next.  

Eternity 

“Mr Eternity” in Sydney made a big impact on the world around him - and continues to do so 50 years 

after his death.   There’s another wonderful story of a man, called Frank Jenner, (also in Sydney) who 

was the link in the chain for thousands of people to eventually come to Christ: 
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https://www.wordsoflife.co.uk/the-frank-jenner-story/   Or another video version here: 

https://archive.org/details/FrankJenner-IGotOffAtGeorgeStreet-commonlySpeltMr.Genor-Just  

None of us want to waste our lives. We all want our lives to count for something. We want to be able to 

say, as Paul did, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful.” 

2 Timothy 4:7 

 

Do you have that deep sense of satisfaction that only God can give you - of being at the centre of His 

will, being the person that he created you to be, and doing the things that only you can do for Him? 

 

Live a live that is fulfilled. Make each day count for eternity! 

 

 

We’ve run out of time to talk about the last couple of verses, but maybe that’s a good topic for your 

homegroup discussion - how is it that Paul can be so joyful even as he faces probable execution? 
Php 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

 

 
 

So, Paul has challenged the Philippian church, he has encouraged them, and has empowered them to 

live lives that are worthy of the calling of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Let us also joyfully obey God in the same way. Go out into this week determined to fulfil your God-given 

responsibilities. Be a BRIGHT SHINING LIGHT for those around you - not in your own strength, but 

through God’s POWER working through you. 

 

Let’s pray together... 

 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church, by Mark Penny on Sunday 17th June 2018…. 


