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THINK RIGHT – LIVE RIGHT 

A NEW ATTITUDE 

 

We will be reading from Philippians 2 v 1-11 

We had the high of last week ‘To live is Christ’ but the passage continued by 

saying that we should live a life worthy of the gospel. 

 How’s it been going this week? 

The back drop to this letter is that Paul is in prison and yet the rumour mill, the 

gossip train has reached him that all is not well in his beloved Church in 

Philippi!  

So what can Paul do in chains, in prison? He writes a letter, prays and leaves it 

in God’s hands. How often do we try to fix problems only God can ultimately 

solve? 

You could not miss the Royal wedding last weekend, one of the BBC slogans for 

the wedding said; Meghan was not just marrying Harry but the whole Royal 

Family! 

When we become Christian’s we don’t just get united with Christ we get a 

whole new global church family, with all its quirks! 

Unfortunately, we have all been hurt by life and many of us would have been 

hurt by Church life at some point in our lives, especially from those we 

expected more from. 

Let’s take a moment to be quite and release our thoughts - into Gods hands. 

Read Philippians 2 v 1-11  

Imitating Christ’s Humility 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, 
2 

then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 

love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 
3 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 
4 

not looking to your own 

interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
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5 
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 
Who, being in very nature

[a]
 God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 

rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature
[b]

 of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 
8 

And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 

9 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Today’s sermon is a game of two halves, yes the world cup is coming! 

Who we are v 1-8 and who we really are 9-11! I won’t labour the world cup 

theme to much but rather ask the question what would make your joy 

complete? Would it be England winning the world cup? 

So we find Paul in jail not concerned for himself as much as he is for the Church 

in Philippi. 

Paul highlights a few attributes, a new way of thinking or being that should 

bring them together in unity and peace. 

Paul reminds us of the 4 if’s  

If any encouragement from being united with Christ  

If any comfort from his love 

If any fellowship with the spirit  

If any tenderness and compassion  

Then make my Joy complete, by being like- minded.  Are these the things that 

come to mind to make our joy complete, concern for others - something 

beyond our own needs? 

If we are to live for Christ we need to address these if’s ! 
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The first if…. 

If you have any encouragement in being united with Christ, I think Paul is partly 

saying;  Wake up!  Don’t you know what it means to be united with Christ! Just 

as Jesus said to those on the road to Emmaus;  Don’t be so dull don’t you know 

who I am!  

We are united with Christ in mind, heart and soul, with Jesus’ humanity and in 

his majesty. Who we are and who we really are, Jesus knows all there is to 

know about us and still loves us beyond our understanding. 

We don’t have a distant relationship with God, who is nothing better than a 

benevolent CEO, who gives us tasks to do. No, in 2 Corinthians 6 v 1 we are 

described as Gods fellow worker, co-workers with equal status as Jesus 

himself. 

John 17v 21 reminds us of our unity with Jesus: 

That all of them may be one, Father just as you are in me and I am in you. May 

they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have 

given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one. I 

am in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the 

world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

If we are united with Christ then we receive the same love and compassion 

that Jesus received from his own Father and the same glory. 

If we are united with Jesus, how well do we know this Jesus?  

Do we believe that Jesus was fully human as well as fully God? 

In order to grasp this passage, first I think we need to understand who Jesus 

was, as a man who walked this earth.  

Jesus was fully human and felt all our emotions, our pain and all our joy. You 

may have come this morning full of anger, frustration, or full of joy or  

somewhere in between - and that’s Ok.   

As Brennan Manning quotes” Jesus is a man in a way that we have forgotten 

men can be: truthful, blunt, emotional, non-manipulative, sensitive, 

compassionate.” Look back through the gospels and you can see Jesus sharing 

all these attributes. 

The Man of sorrows also had a sense of humour 
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The Prince of Peace could work himself up into righteous anger   

When Jesus went into the temple and turned over the tables it was a full on 

stampede - money and animals everywhere, John 2:13 -17  

The wonderful counsellor could be downright ironic. 

in John 11 v 17, 32-33  

Jesus wept at Lazarus death was “Deeply moved in Spirit” troubled– root – to 

snort in anger (37) Jesus hated death he tells them all to roll back the stone to 

let Lazarus go.  

To the sheer loneliness of the Garden of Gethsemane, when all he wanted was 

his closest friends to stay awake and pray with him through the most difficult 

time of his life. 

Often Jesus just had to take himself away check out of life for a while. Collect 

his thoughts to be with his Father and collapse into his loving arms. 

Where do we go when life gets tough? What do we turn to, where do we go to 

elevate our hurt and pain?  Who do we draw our strength from? 

Do we grow in Christ or do we grumble and gossip? 

The encouragement from being united with Christ is that Jesus lives in us and 

we are now adopted into Gods’ family known as his children, heirs and co heirs 

with Christ, in all his majesty. 

We are God’s best, his Princes and Princesses in his Royal kingdom. 

When you look in a mirror, you are the only thing in the world said to be 

created directly in his image, your humanity is a reflection of Jesus humanity, 

Jesus feels your feelings, Jesus longs you long, Jesus weeps you weep, Jesus 

laughs you laugh. 

You and I, are his perfect creation, things maybe wearing out and seizing up -  

thankfully we will have a new body in heaven - but we are still loved children, 

within Gods kingdom, here on earth. 

If we are united with Christ, in his love, tenderness and compassion Jesus will 

dwell richly within us, Gods spirit will be our comforter and guide in this life. 

Jesus came to do his Fathers will, if we have the same focus to live for Christ 

we to will know more of Gods joy in our lives, in obedience to his will in our 

lives. 
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John 3: 38 For I have come down from Heaven not to do my will but to do the 

will of him who sent me. 

Jesus joy was not in the things of this earth but in obedience to his Fathers will 

which is why in verse V 7 it says Jesus was made in human likeness, humbled 

himself, became a servant. 

True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. 

Yes Jesus humbled himself, but Jesus also knew his true identify who he was.  

He did not think of himself any less and was able to say: 

I am the light of the world  

I am the bread of Life  

I am the gate  

I am the resurrection and the life  

I am the way the truth and the life. 

Before Abraham was I am. 

We can think we are not much in ourselves but forget that we are also in Christ 

and Christ is in us and his glory lives in each one of us. 

It wasn’t easy for Jesus to humble himself, to be obedient to his Father’s will. 

He had all the same emotions and struggles we do, but learnt to be guided by 

the Holy Spirit in all he sort to do. 

Paul says we should be like minded and later says we should have the same 

attitude as Christ. To live in the full knowledge of who we truly are! 

However, attitude is not just in the mind, but it is also in the way we hold 

ourselves, the image we betray. My teenagers can give me lots of attitude 

without saying a word.  In ballet there is a position called attitude. (I won’t 

demonstrate)  

But suffice to say a change of attitude is more than just a different way of 

thinking. 

We are called to love God with all our hearts, minds and soul. 

However this series in entitled “Think Right live Right” 
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Many of life issues are played out in our minds, we choose and make 

judgments all the time, our attitude, our body language, as well as our tone of 

voice can convey so much of our true heart. 

Focusing on the mind for a moment; in life we face two options - we have the 

rational mind and the intuitive mind; the thinking mind and the feeling mind, 

our heads and our hearts, which have been subtly separated in our post- 

modern world.  

Simply put can’t both enjoy a kiss and analyse a kiss at the same time. 

Many times of life I have faced this internal battle and maybe you do to? We 

want to do the loving thing, but the rational mind takes over.  

We may feel we want to visit a friend, have a quiet time or be frivolously 

generous, but our rational mind throws up a list of reasons why we can’t, lack 

of time, transport, fear, it’s too late in the evening or I will do it later.  

Or perhaps we just don’t see others better than ourselves, and pride creeps in.     

The rational mind can take us down the road of practicing the presence of self, 

where we become the centre of our attention rather than God.   

We can live our lives in trying to get what we need or want from others, rather 

than listening to God and seeking his mind, waiting for what God wants for our 

lives and others around us. 

V 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider 

others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own 

interests, but also to the interest of others. 

When we become the centre of our worlds we think less of those around us, 

when Jesus’ love does not dwell deeply in our hearts, our natural human 

fallenness will drag us down the wrong path. 

It’s not to say we shouldn’t look to our needs, just not at the expense of 

others. 

Jesus came with a different mindset, Jesus came to earth as an act of love for 

the world, laying down his life on the cross for you and for me. He came to 

serve and not be served, Jesus loved beyond the rational, beyond what the 

world expected. 
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If we are to have the same love, being of one spirit and purpose, our attitude 

should be the same as Jesus, to act with reckless love and generosity   

In Jesus’ humility we know there was nothing in Jesus appearance that 

attracted people to him, so what did people see in Jesus? I think it was Jesus’ 

mind, his attitude of heart totally focused on doing his Fathers will, and his 

actions reflected his Fathers love for the world.  

It says Jesus was one in spirit and purpose with Gods will for his life for every 

second of every day, being united with Christ we are all called to find out what 

pleases God. 

The first half of the match, is being united in Christ in his humanity, being 

obedient to God’s call on our lives, to love others, but we have another half to 

come! 

Jesus on earth reached the lowest point anyone could in human history dying 

on the cross but in verse 9. 

Jesus is raised from the lowest place to the highest place in heaven.  

We too have been buried with Christ and raised with him taking our place in 

Gods kingdom. 

However, we may not have thought about ourselves in that way, being united 

with Christ we are also called into a royal inheritance. Perhaps we need a 

different mind-set.  

When I look out I see you all with Royal Crowns, Royal Robes and rings on your 

fingers, nobility. When we look at ourselves in the mirror, do we like what we 

see, because God does!  

Psalm 8 says we are crowned with glory and honour  

We have just had a Royal wedding, we may not have been invited or are a 

member of the Royal family by birth, but we are adopted into God’s royal 

family. 

Picture  

So what attributes come with our Royal calling? Do we live a life knowing we 

have the following blessings? 
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Wealth – Be it Materially or Spiritually, “yet for your sakes he became poor, so 

that through his poverty you may become rich” We are blessed with every 

spiritual blessing. We built this church with God’s blessings! 

Worthy of honour- we are to accept honour and give honour to one another – 

to think of others as better than ourselves but also remember we are due 

honour as Christ lives in us, - I welcome you, I honour you and prayer every 

blessing of Christ upon you.  

Rulers – if we are united with Christ we are also able to rule in Gods kingdom 

here on earth, in Christs authority. 

We receive glory – John 17 v 22 I have given them glory that you have given 

me. 

Integrity – Mark 12:14 They came to him and said, Teacher, we know you are 

man of integrity. Titus 2 v 7.  

Wisdom – 1 Corinthians 1: 30 – Christ Jesus has become to us wisdom from 

God. 

Power and Authority – 1 Corinthians 2:5 So that your faith might not rest on 

human wisdom but on Gods power, there is power in love, all authority has 

been given to you and to me. Mathew 28:18 the Great Commission.    

So to summarise, Paul encourages us to have the same attitude as Christ to live 

like Christ, showing love, tenderness and compassion, in obedience to God’s 

will in our lives, with all our mistakes, but also in the knowledge we are 

forgiven, set free by grace and more than that, we are raised with Christ into a 

glorious inheritance, we are to serve in humility but live with honour as Gods 

chosen children, his heirs in the kingdom of God taking our place in the royal 

throne room.  

 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church on Sunday 27
th

 May 2018, by Ian Larkham. 


