
Outside In and Upside Down 

THE WRONG KIND OF PEOPLE! 

When was the last time you were invited to a party?  I expect we can all 

remember a time when we would have liked to have gone to a party or 

perhaps to a family wedding but did not get invited. Those running the event 

might have thought we were the wrong type of people, or it was just too costly 

to invite everyone.  

Having been invited to a party have you ever looked around to see who was 

there, thinking to yourself, I did not expect to see them here, but I did expect 

them. Did you look around to see if there were any dubious people around? 

Or have the wrong types of people gate crashed your perfect party in the past?  

I have been to a few interesting parties in my time! 

I have reached that time in life now when my teenagers are being invited to 

their own parties and based on my own experience of parties at their age, it 

throws up a few worries?  

I did not grow up in a Christian family and I did not become a Christian until I 

was around 20. That said, I knew something of God and never fully felt free to 

completely abandon myself, the truth I had learn at Sunday school for the 

couple of years I was there as a child somehow stuck with me. I was left in a 

kind of no man’s land. 

God had planted his love in my heart, but I was a bit like the prodigal son 

wanting to live my life my way, and it took a while to realise what was really 

important. 

Coming back to my teenagers, my wife is more protective than me of our sons. 

She wants to know who is at the party, whose house is it at, what are they like, 

what time will our son return home? Will there be anyone of a dubious 

character there?  All legitimate concerns,  I am probably too relaxed. 

So we come to Luke chapter 15 and you might say what has this chapter got to 

do with parties? Some call this the lost chapter as it has 3 parables about the 

lost being found, however, there is also a lot of celebrating going on, so I see it 

more as the party chapter from the Bible!  



The Message version for the first few verses of Luke 15 reads: 

“By this time a lot of men and women of doubtful reputation were 

hanging around Jesus, listening intently. The Pharisees and the religious 

scholars were not pleased, not at all pleased. They growled, “He takes in 

sinners and eats meals with them, treating them like old friends”    

Many of Jesus’ meals were spent with the wrong type of people, many 

of Jesus conversations were with the wrong type of people, sinners and 

tax collectors people who got things wrong, but who were misguided 

and willing to change. 

Jesus shares an analogy of his own banquet in heaven Mathew 22 v 3 

and it appears the right kind of people will turn him down.  

Mathew 22 v 3  

“God’s kingdom,” he said, “Is like a king who threw a wedding banquet 

for his son. He sent out servants to call in all the invited guests. And they 

wouldn’t come! 

4 “He sent out another round of servants, instructing them to tell the 

guests, ‘Look, everything is on the table, the prime rib is ready for 

carving. Come to the feast!’ 

5-7 “They only shrugged their shoulders and went off, one to weed his 

garden, another to work in his shop. The rest, with nothing better to do, 

beat up on the messengers and then killed them. The king was outraged 

and sent his soldiers to destroy those thugs and level their city. 

8-10 “Then he told his servants, ‘We have a wedding banquet all 

prepared but no guests. The ones I invited weren’t up to it. Go out into 

the busiest intersections in town and invite anyone you find to the 

banquet.’ The servants went out on the streets and rounded up 

everyone they laid eyes on, good and bad, regardless. And so the 

banquet was on—every place filled. 

In Gods economy of love, he does not see people as the wrong type of people,  

Jesus laid down his life for all people, it just takes some a long time to realise 

that God is waiting for them with loving, open arms, to welcome them in as an 

old friend, from whatever place they start from. 

We have two parables: 



That of the lost sheep and the lost coin and both end up with rejoicing! 

Luke 15 1-10 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 

Jesus. 
2 

But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This 

man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

3 
Then Jesus told them this parable: 

4 
“Suppose one of you has a hundred 

sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the 

open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 
5 

And when he 

finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
6 

and goes home. Then he 

calls his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I 

have found my lost sheep.’ 
7 

I tell you that in the same way there will be 

more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-

nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

The Parable of the Lost Coin 

8 
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she 

light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 
9 

And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together 

and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 
10 

In the same 

way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents.” 

 

As Christians we get to do a lot of rejoicing depending on how quickly we get 

to heaven! 

So you might say isn’t the banquet/ party reserved for the Heaven? Yes it is but 

the kingdom of heaven starts here.  When people we have prayed for become 

Christians and when people share their life stories and are baptised. As Gods 

family we come together to rejoice and celebrate! 

Which is why people’s baptism’s are a wonderful time, we get to rejoice and 

experience heaven here on earth. 



In this parable friends and neighbours come together to celebrate, the lost are 

found. A baptism is just an outward sign of a changing heart by accepting God’s 

grace and love into our lives. 

Theses two parables show how God does not give up on anyone inside our 

homes and outside.  

The lost coin can represent how God draws those of our own homes, our close 

family into his kingdom.   

But God also searches the highways and byways to draw people into his 

kingdom.   

I had assumed that the search for the lost sheep was a quick half hour walk, 

but what if it took several days of searching to find the lost sheep? What if the 

person looking for the sheep had to go through many trials before they found 

the sheep? 

Who are the lost sheep we are looking for?  Will they be the wrong type of 

people? 

As I said I did not become a Christian until later in life and it was the wrong 

type of person who invited me to Church.  He had not been a friend I had 

grown up with, but had invited himself into my friendship group.  

He was from London and had been exposed to many things from knife crime, 

to his own father being murdered, which made the national newspapers.  Not 

the person I would have chosen to be with, at first.   We both had very 

different life experiences, and he was the most unlikely person to have 

become a Christian in my eyes, but he invited me to Church, and we will always 

be friends. 

The question is, who are the people God is calling us to? We have no idea how 

God is moving in a person’s heart.  

I am trying to hear God and be used by him in the search for his sheep, through 

CAP life skills.  There are many opportunities but I need some help to meet 

them all, so if you feel you would like to get involved please speak to me later.  

All we are trying to do is follow God and bring people into relationship with 

Jesus, but its proving more of a struggle than I had imagined. 

Which is why we need to pray!  Pray for all those seeking to share the good 

news of the Gospel, through Alpha, even if we only pray for a minute a day.  If 



we all prayed for a minute a day for Alpha, that’s at least 3 hours of prayer a 

day!  

God never stops searching and drawing people into his love, into his kingdom, 

he just needs you and me to be bold and take steps of faith in the hope that 

God will meet us where we are. 

So Jesus reminds the Pharisees that God searches for insignificant things like a 

sheep and a coin. Those who did not have much of a say as to whether they 

were lost or found. A coin or a sheep is nothing compared to someone made in 

God’s image, with God’s love dwelling inside of them.  

How often do we worry about money, or our work, or the things of this world 

rather than dwelling on the things of heaven, Gods Glory.  Is the earth as good 

as it gets? Or are you looking to a day when you will be in heaven rejoicing and 

partying with God?  

Maybe you have came here today by chance, maybe God has been drawing 

you into his story for the last few weeks and months, maybe today is the day 

you need to trust in him alone, and to know his love for you in a deeper way. 

To have your world turned the right way up! 

Jesus now ups the stakes in the next parable of Luke 15, moving on from sheep 

and coins to a person just like you and me, who deliberately turned their backs 

on God: 

Luke 15 15-32 

Or put another way, from a book by Rob Parsons (The Wisdom House) 

“Some years ago, a woman wrote to me and said that when her daughter was 

18 she had walked out of their home after a row. She didn’t get in touch, and 

they didn’t know whether she was alive or dead. At night, as this mother and 

her husband turned off the lights before they went to bed, she would always 

say to him ‘leave the porch light on’ and every Christmas she would put a little 

Christmas tree in the front of the house, its lights shining, just as she used to 

when her daughter was a child.  

The couple did not see their daughter for 6 years. Then one day, out of the blue, 

she knocked on their door and fell into her mother’s arms.  

She said “Mum, I so often wanted to come home, but I was too ashamed. But 

sometimes, in the early hours of the morning, I would drive my car into our 



street and just sit there. I used to gaze at the houses and every one of them was 

dark apart from our house: you always left a light on. And at Christmas I would 

do the same: just sit there in the darkness and look at the Christmas tree you 

had put outside – I knew it was for me.” 

God lets us make our own mistakes day after day and just sits on the porch 

rocking backwards and forwards till we come to our senses.  God is always 

looking out for us 24 hours a day 7 days a week yearning for us to return to 

him.   I think part of the problem is we let our pride get in the way of seeking 

the help and the love that God offers so freely.  We start to believe the life 

story spoken over us - that we are the wrong type of people.   

The son in the parable had everything the girls, the food, the big house then 

finds himself feeding the pigs and can’t even eat the food offered to them.   

We start to believe the lies that we are unlovable, our eyes are focused on the 

mess we are in rather than who we are in Christ, loved and adored.  

Its not as easy as it sounds accepting even the possibility that we could be 

loved.  The son does not know what reception he will receive from his father 

how long did it take for him to come to his senses?  Six years?  Longer?  

What will make us come to our senses? 

 Some of us are in a good place.  The eldest son had enjoyed a good life whilst 

his brother has been away. It may not have been all he had hoped for, but he 

had walked with his dad, shared meals and fun times with him.  All that was 

left of the estate was his to enjoy! 

Perhaps we forget to share our testimonies to encourage one another on all 

the wonderful things God is doing in our lives?  

Have we forgotten as Christians how to party and rejoice in Gods provision for 

us,  His constant love, or has our pride and our piety got in the way, have we 

become the wrong type of person, have we become like the older brother?  

The younger brother was now surely the wrong type of person, how could his 

father throw a party for one such as him? But he does! Loves him just as he is! 

If we think we have reached the point where we have understood all that God 

would like to bless us with, we haven’t moved from faith to hope and hope to 

love, or reached the lowest point where God does not care for us, we haven’t. 



Maybe today we need to come home to the Father to be baptised so that 

friends and family can gather, to party together, maybe we need to make that 

commitment to start again with God, or to trust your life into Gods care for the 

first time so that heaven can rejoice! 

There are no wrong kinds of people in Gods kingdom, only those who need 

help, those who need to trust in God’s grace more fully to trust that Christ has 

fully paid our entrance fee into the greatest party ever imagined for eternity! 

Forgiven, loved sons and daughter by the king of the universe!     

Let us pray. 
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