
Letters from a Friend 

I AM KEEPING THE DREAM ALIVE! 

 

We begin a new series today with the title: “Letters from a friend.”  In this 

series each sermon will end with a letter – hence the title. 

You may remember earlier in the summer, at the end of the sermon called “A 

Honest Heart,” I read a letter that God had written to me.  It seems that many 

of you were touched by that letter and it got me thinking:  what would God 

write to other people in different situations to mine?  Out of that thought this 

series was born. 

In truth, it addresses the same question that is always being asked:  what does 

God want to say … to this person, these people, you and me?  In this series it 

will be in the form of a letter. 

So we’re going to take a look at people in the Old and New Testament and see 

what God would write to them!  It’s not meant to be presumptuous or include 

everything God might say… but the desire of my heart is that it would give God 

room to move and to speak into our lives today! 

If you are observant you will notice that each title for each sermon comprises 

six words!  It’s a six word life story written for each person we will think about, 

and it may just be what gives us a clue as to what God might want to write 

about.  I may, of course, be completely wrong about that, but I had great fun 

thinking up the titles for each of the characters! 

So, here’s the key question we need to answer as we begin this journey: “Are 

you willing and ready for God to speak into your life?” 

For this first talk we’re going to look at two people in fact: Adam and Eve.  But 

first, a question: “Why did God create anything at all?”  When we begin to 

answer this question we begin to see God’s greatest dream. 

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. (1 John 

4 v 8)  



John tells us that God is love! 

That is the only way God is described in the Bible.  Everything else we read 

about God is what God’s love looks like when we see it:  His wrath, forgiveness, 

help, judgement… 

God is love…and love gives! 

The relationship in God himself is love: love of the Father for the Son, of the 

Son to the Spirit, from the Spirit to the Father.  I love the thought that the best 

way to describe what God is like is himself, Father, Son and Spirit, is an 

interweaving dance of love.   The nature of love is that it always moves and 

overflows to another.  God creates because His love overflows and he cannot 

help but want to share His love with others.  God’s greatest dream is that He 

might share His love with those He created to share His love!  God created 

because God is love! 

Because the nature of love is to give, and because God created people “in His 

image,” we are created to give and receive love as God himself does.  Another 

way of saying that is that God’s greatest dream is for the people he created, 

you and me, to participate in God’s love. 

Another, beautiful, powerful, wonderful, mind blowing way of saying that is 

that God’s greatest dream is for people exactly like you and me to join in the 

heavenly dance that is God himself! 

Another familiar way of saying that is, God’s greatest dream is to say to you: “I 

love you because I love you because I love you…” and for you to get caught up 

in the dance! 

Jesus prays for this very thing when he prays just before he goes to the cross. 

He prays: “…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am 

in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent 

me.” (John 17 v 21) 

Jesus prays that we would join the dance of love, just as he is in the dance of 

love.  That is extraordinary – that we might dance with the Father just as Jesus 

does!  That is God’s greatest dream.   

But we all know what happened… 



 

 

Now the snake was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD 

God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must 

not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 

2 
The woman said to the snake, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the 

garden, 
3 

but God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in 

the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.”’ 

4 
‘You will not certainly die,’ the snake said to the woman. 

5 
‘For God 

knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 

6 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 

pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 

some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 

and he ate it. 
7 

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 

realised that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and 

made coverings for themselves. 

8 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD 

God among the trees of the garden. 
9 

But the LORD God called to the 

man, ‘Where are you?’ 

10 
He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I 

was naked; so I hid.’ 

11 
And he said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 

the tree from which I commanded you not to eat?’ 

12 
The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me – she gave me some 

fruit from the tree, and I ate it.’ 

13 
Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’ 

The woman said, ‘The snake deceived me, and I ate.’ 

14 
So the LORD God said to the snake, ‘Because you have done this, 



‘Cursed are you above all livestock 

     and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

    and you will eat dust 

    all the days of your life. 
15 

And I will put enmity 

    between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.’ 

16 
To the woman he said, 

‘I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; 

   with painful labour you will give birth to children. 

Your desire will be for your husband, 

    and he will rule over you.’ 

17 
To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from 

the tree about which I commanded you, “You must not eat from it,” 

‘Cursed is the ground because of you; 

    through painful toil you will eat food from it 

    all the days of your life. 
18 

It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 

    and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19 

By the sweat of your brow 

    you will eat your food 

until you return to the ground, 

    since from it you were taken; 

for dust you are 

    and to dust you will return.’ 

20 
Adam

 
named his wife Eve,

 
because she would become the mother of 

all the living. 

21 
The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and 

clothed them. 
22 

And the LORD God said, ‘The man has now become like 

one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out 

his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live for ever.’ 
23 

So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the 



ground from which he had been taken. 
24 

After he drove the man out, he 

placed on the east side
 
of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming 

sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. (Gen v 

1 – 28) 

The dream was shattered, the dream was shattered in Adam and Eve and it’s 

been shattered ever since.  God takes the risk of love, the freedom to choose. 

He gives out of love to Adam and Eve the freedom to choose whether or not to 

eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Satan first does in the 

garden what he still does today: he plants the seed of doubt about God’s 

goodness in the mind of Adam and Eve.  He says effectively, “You realise by 

telling you not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, God simply 

doesn’t have your best interest at heart… because, in truth, God knows that if 

you eat of it, you will be like God… and he doesn’t want that! 

Adam and Eve wanted to be like God… and so do we!   

John Ortberg expresses it this way: I can’t trust that God has my best interests 

at heart.  I think if I really obey God fully, I will miss out on something good, so I 

guess I will have to watch out for myself in this world.  I guess I better be 

prepared to set aside what God says if it’s really necessary. 

Sin always involves doubting God’s goodness and the consequences are 

devastating!  Adam and Eve wanted to live as if they were God and were not 

content to leave for God what is rightly only for God himself. And we still want 

to be like God.. and we still live in the consequences.  And the dance… well… 

that’s just a dream isn’t it?   

Anyone here who does not know what it’s like to live in the consequences of 

sin – our shattered relationship with God?   

We all do, don’t we? 

 Broken, challenging, difficult, damaging relationships. 

Self doubt, self hate, things about ourselves we never want anyone else 

to know. 

 Judgement, criticism, loneliness, envy, jealousy. 



 Feeling rejected, inadequate, invisible, unloved. 

 Not wanting or being able to forgive, not being forgiven. 

When Adam and Eve made their choice they got what they wanted – their eyes 

were opened!  But what they saw was the twisted and marred image of God in 

themselves. And that’s what we still see in ourselves. 

God’s cry to Adam and Eve was: “Where are you?” (v9) and “What is this you 

have done?” (v13)  They had shattered community – that’s what sin does.  Sin 

mars the image of God in us, it brings shame and alienation and it brings fear 

and blame.  And God’s heart cries out in pain: “you were not made for this!” 

And the cry of God’s heart is still: “you were not made for this!” 

Friends, in truth, we all live with the effect of sin in our lives, for some of us 

that maybe weighs very heavily right now, here today.  So what would God say 

to you today, whatever is going on in your life right now?  This letter that I am 

about to read is for you, yes for you today.   

As I read it, on the screen will appear a famous painting by the Russian artist 

Andrei Rublev painted in the 15
th

 century.  It portrays the Trinity seated around 

a table sharing fellowship together.  You may be able to see a rectangle below 

the cup on the table in the middle of the picture.  There is a theory that in this 

space there was once a mirror.  If this is true then as you looked at the picture, 

you would find yourself in the picture.  The beautiful truth of that is that you 

are invited to the table to join the fellowship. 

So as I read a letter, look at the picture and place yourself at the table…and 

maybe begin to dance..! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter from a friend 

 

“I am keeping the dream alive!” 

 

 

Dear friend, beloved friend, 

 

You have no idea of the joy it brings me to write this letter you. I’ve longed for 

you to know again how I feel about you, what I think of you and how much I 

want for you to fully dance on God’s great dance floor. I long for you to be all 

that you can be, but most of all I long for you to fully love even as you are fully 

loved. 

 

I want you to know that I have always been looking for you, waiting for you, 

watching you. I’ve see your joys and I’ve been with you in your pain. I know 

how hard it is sometimes for you to see me or feel me near, but, beloved, that 

is the truth. Always. 

 

My heart breaks when I see you wrestle with the things you find so hard: the 

doubts, the questions, the regrets, the things you wish you could do again, the 

things you wish had never happened. My heart breaks for you when you doubt 

yourself, question yourself, in the moments you feel like giving up on yourself. 

 

My heart goes out to those around you when you are not your best self and I 

want to gather you up when you see what you have done to others because 

you have not been your best self.  

 

I want you to know that I’ve given my very best for you because I love you. I 

long for you to know that you are so precious to me. Yes you are. I want you to 

know that I long for you to be your best self and I long for you to grasp that in 

me, you are your best self. 

 

Beloved, what I want you to grasp is that you are greatly loved. I know the 

whole story of your life and you are greatly loved. Greatly loved. I would love 

for you to think about that more than you know. I would love for you 

understand just how much you are loved. You are loved all the way to the 

cross…and back! 

 

I want you to know that in all the mess, in all the things you don’t understand 

and don’t want to understand, I have made a way, a way for you to dance. I 



know that you know life is complex and messy, that it is sometimes unfair and 

unjust and that it is sometimes tragic, but I would love for you know that you 

can learn to dance in the rain. You can, really you can. Because I am here, you 

are safe, and you are greatly loved. 

 

My greatest dream is for you to learn to dance: learn to dance in the good 

times, the times you are able to express your real self, your deepest self. I 

would love for that. I would love it too that you could learn to dance when it’s 

hard and the going is tough, really tough. And when you are ready to dance, I 

will be here. Always. 

 

Here’s what I want you to know when you find it hard to come to me: all you 

ever have to be is what I’ve made you. That’s all I want. That’s all I need. All I 

want from you is you. That’s all you need to bring to the dance. You. As 

yourself. No need to wait till you’re who you want to be, or who you think you 

should be, or who you think others want you to be or think you should be. Let 

me tell you again: all you ever have to be is who I’ve made you to be. 

 

You think you’re not good enough, not spiritual enough, not eloquent enough. 

You think you’ve made too many mistakes, or a mistake that is too big, or too 

bad. You think you don’t understand enough, or get it right enough. And let’s 

be really honest between us, you sometimes really do doubt that I have your 

best interests at heart. Truth is, I’m ok with that because I’ve made a way. I’ve 

given my best for you and my best is enough. More than enough. And I’m not 

going away because I love for far too much to do that. 

 

And here’s one last thing I want you to know: you, as you are, right here and 

right now, in all the circumstances of your life, you are precisely the gift that I 

want. Yes…you heard me: you, as you are, are the gift that I want. 

 

I’m keeping the dream alive. So…how about it. You and me…let’s dance! 

 

Your loving Father. 
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