
Mark’s Gospel 

Chapter 10: Bartimaeus the Archetypal Disciple 

Ch. 1 v14-18 Discipleship: Have faith; follow Christ, go fishing (for people). 

Ch. 10 v46 - 52 

- Without Christ and his riches of grace we are (spiritually) blind beggars (v46) 

- Yet loved by God and precious to him; “Bar (son of) Timaeus” = honoured/precious.(v46) 

- Someone told Bartimaeus about Jesus: Disciples are to ‘fish’. Tell those in ‘darkness’ about 

Jesus the ‘light of the world’. 

- Want to see? Want to follow Jesus? Call out (v47) with:                                                                           

.         a) Humility and repentance “Have mercy on me”                                                                                                           

.         b) Faith in Jesus “Son of David” = God’s anointed Saviour 

- Expect opposition: discouragers without and pride within. (v48) 

- Persevere “He shouted all the more” take heart from the encouragers. (v49 - 50) 

- Jesus always hears the cry of faith that comes from the heart (v49) 

- When Jesus draws close and calls don’t delay, act, seize the moment (v50) 

- Do you really want to see? Do you really want a new life? (v51) 

- If yes then repent of your sin and believe in Jesus = faith (v52 and ch.1v15) 

- Fix your eyes upon Jesus and follow him down the road (v52) 

N.B. The road led to Jerusalem where Christ would take up his cross, suffer and die                         

(10:33-34)  “If anyone would come after me they must deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me”. (8 v34-38)  This is the cost of discipleship. But don’t forget to see 

10:29-31 for the blessings! We do not walk alone, Jesus walks with us and we travel along 

the road with our fellow disciples, brothers and sisters in Christ - the family of God.  

The road doesn’t end with death in the ‘earthly’ Jerusalem but with Life the ‘Heavenly 

Jerusalem’. Jesus conquers death. Jesus is risen! The apostle Paul writes; “Now if we are 

children (of God), then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 

his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.” (Romans ch.8 v17) 

Bartimaeus shows how to become a disciple of Jesus - put your faith in Jesus, and how to be a 

disciple – follow Jesus. He points us to Jesus who alone can open the eyes of the blind and 

rescue us from darkness and bring us into his wonderful Kingdom of light.                                                     

.                           “Amazing grace – I once was blind but now I see”.                                                       .                 
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