
An Extraordinary, ordinary life. 

LIVE LIFE BACKWARDS 

 

If everything is meaningless as the teacher suggested at the beginning of his 

book, if everything is simply a chasing after the wind, then what is the point of 

Ecclesiastes?  Couldn’t it be argued that the teacher himself has wasted his 

time by writing his book – because after all, it will only be a chasing after the 

wind?  That would be tragically and irritatingly true if that was all the teacher 

wanted to say. 

If that is, in fact, all that is true then the teacher has wasted not only his time, 

but yours, as you’ve sat here week by week listening to words that are, in 

truth, just a chasing after the wind!  The teacher though has deliberately 

wanted to challenge you and make you think.  He’s wanted you to ask – is that 

really true – is life simply a chasing after the wind?   

He’s wanted you to look again at life in all its joys and all its challenge and to 

think about it!  He’s invited you to look on his experiment with life – his pursuit 

of happiness and satisfaction.    

He’s shared with you the discoveries he made: 

You can pursue knowledge and wisdom – you can become clever and 

know a great deal about everything…  

You can pursue laughter and humour and entertainment… you can 

pursue alcohol and lose yourself in drink… 

You can pursue art and build yourself many houses…  

You can pursue the beauty of the natural wold and surround yourself 

with it… 

You can pursue money and possessions and become rich and have a 

great hoard of things… 

You can pursue music and lose yourself in its beauty and creativity… 

You can pursue sex and surround yourself with beautiful people…  

You can pursue the affirmation of others and become famous… 

You can pursue your work and build yourself a successful career….   

 



You can do and pursue all or any of these things, says the teacher.  But he 

invites you to reflect that in the end, they are a chasing after the wind because 

they will not bring you your heart’s desires.   

The teacher has invited you to reflect on something you already know…that 

life is messy, unpredictable, sometimes tragic and mostly out of your control. 

In many ways he is simply pointing out the obvious, although perhaps he 

suggests we don’t always see the obvious.  The teacher then, it seems, tells the 

story of life that is messy, confusing, sometimes tragic and ultimately like 

trying to catch the wind.  A story in which it seems his own words are the 

therefore futile!   What difference does his book and his words make if this is 

the whole story?   

Here is the beauty and the challenge of this wonderful book called Ecclesiastes.  

That story is not the whole story, and it’s not ultimately the story the teacher 

wants to tell and wants you to hear.  The teacher wants to point you to a 

bigger and a far, far better story.  It doesn’t mean the other story isn’t real, but 

it does mean its only part of the story and it is surrounded by a deeper richer 

and far more true and profound story!   

It is that bigger and better story the teacher wants you, not only to see and 

hear, but to live and dwell in.  Another way of saying all that might be in these 

words: 

The Conclusion of the Matter 

9 
Not only was the Teacher wise, but he also imparted knowledge to the 

people. He pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs. 
10 

The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he wrote 

was upright and true. 

11 
The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly 

embedded nails—given by one shepherd. 
12 

Be warned, my son, of 

anything in addition to them. 

Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the 

body. 



13 
Now all has been heard; 

     here is the conclusion of the matter: 

Fear God and keep his commandments, 

    for this is the duty of all mankind. 
14 

For God will bring every deed into judgment, 

    including every hidden thing, 

    whether it is good or evil.  (Ecclesiastes 12 v 9 – 14) 

Here is the point of Ecclesiastes.  It is an invitation to look at life as it really is, 

not to avoid it or pretend that it is other than it is. But it is also an invitation to 

look at life as it really is, firmly rooted in the bigger and far better story of God.   

In his experiment with finding satisfaction in life, the teacher saw that death 

ruins everything!  In one story death is the end, the thing that wrecks 

everything, the thing that lurks around every corner, every event and every 

situation and it is the thing that haunts us.  

In the bigger and far better story of God, death invites us to seek the road 

which makes death itself a fulfilment. And the teacher invites us to seek the 

road which makes death a fulfilment by inviting us to live life backwards.   

The teacher has chosen his words very carefully and he wants his words to 

point you to the bigger and better story - that is the reason he wrote his words. 

He wants you to live in the light and the truth of God’s bigger and better story.   

There is a better way to live than simply to pursue knowledge, entertainment, 

art, literature, music, money, possessions, sex, work, affirmation and fame for 

the sake of making you happy!  That way of life literally ends in death! But 

there is, says the teacher, a way of life you can live in which you can truly enjoy 

those things, all of them, where death is not the end, but a fulfilment and just 

when you think it is over, God will tell you there’s more! 

The teacher has been very careful with the choice of his words and with his 

final words he wants to make sure we understand how his words work.  He 

wants his words to help us with four things that will help us to live life 

backwards – or to put it another way, live in God’s bigger and better story and 

do it wisely and well. 

If I asked you this question I wonder what your answer would be: “What did 

you think about Ecclesiastes before we started this series?”  Perhaps your 

answer would be a gloomy, depressing somewhat difficult book?  I hope by 

now you’d say something quite different.  I think when we don’t understand it, 



it does read with a somewhat pessimistic outlook!  Thing is, I’ve come to think 

of it as a bit like a negative of a photograph.  The negative is slightly dark, but it 

points to a picture full of life and colour, and a colour picture brings great 

pleasure. 

In verse 10 the teacher wrote carefully that which is “upright and true.” 

Perhaps a better translation of these words is: “words of delight.” The teacher 

searched to find words of delight for us. His words of delight, or pleasure, are 

words that point us to God’s bigger story and the words of God’s bigger story 

are by their very nature upright and true. 

Would you have thought of the words of Ecclesiastes as delightful?  Well…that 

is exactly what they are: words of delight that tell us, by the very way in which 

they are delightful, what is true.   

Remember God’s words to Job when he finally speaks?  God could have used 

words like: “Job, you know nothing, don’t even think to question me!”  Those 

words would have been absolutely true: in the face of God, Job really knew 

nothing and had no right to question him! 

But God chooses different words, words of delight that tell Job, by the very 

way in which they are delightful, what is true.  God takes Job on a tour of the 

universe and points out his most excellent creation and the “pizzaz” it reveals!  

It tells in beautiful language the truth about God.  The teacher wants you to 

know that God’s word is his gift given for your pleasure and delight. 

You get to know God first and foremost through his word, and through his 

words, the teacher wants you to find the joy and pleasure in life.  There was 

another teacher, a better one, who came as the word of God, and in his words 

said: “I have come that you may have life in all its fullness.” (John 10 v 10) 

The teachers both want you to delight in the words so that in the word you will 

find the delight of God’s better story.   

Sometimes the words of the teacher have stopped us in our tracks: 

A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of death is better 

than the day of birth. (Ecclesiastes 7 v 1) 

And we say…that cannot be true! 



For we all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 

way. (Isaiah 53 v 6) 

But there is a great shepherd who loves his sheep more than anything else and 

wants to find them, bring them back and keep them safe.  In Ezekiel God 

himself declares: “I myself will search for my sheep and look after them… I will 

rescue them from all the places they are scattered.” (Ezekiel 34 v 11&12) 

Jesus, the great teacher said of himself: “I am the good shepherd.  The good 

shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.” (John 10 v 11)  Sometimes to keep 

us safe, on the right path, attentive to God’s bigger story we need the pain, 

rebuke and admonishment of God’s word in our lives. 

What’s your relationship with God’s word? 

Do you delight in God’s word when you come to it, with a childlike expectation 

– ready to be surprised with something new?  “The word of God is living and 

active.  Sharper than a two edged sword it penetrates even to dividing soul and 

spirit.” (Hebrews 4 v 12) God is always ready to speak – the question is, are we 

awake to what he wants to say? 

When was the last time you submitted yourself to God’s word – something you 

heard God say – even when you didn’t like what He said?  The teacher urges us 

not to tame the Bible!   

The teacher wants us to know that the best perspective from which to live is 

from the perspective of God’s bigger and better story: you are loved, precious 

and special, cherished, held and affirmed by the God who made you, judged 

you, redeemed you and longs to participate with you as you walk through this 

world.  The teacher wants you to know the best perspective from which to see 

and know everything you do in life: 

- When you’re at work, home, school, university 

- When you’re enjoying a meal with friends 

- When you go to the cinema, read a book, go for a walk 

- When you visit a friend, help a neighbour 

- When you’re on holiday or cleaning the kitchen or cooking a meal 

- When things are easy and when they are hard 

- When life is good and when it most certainly is not 

- In life’s triumphs and life’s tragedies 

You live in God’s bigger and better story – always! 



The teacher says the best way to live is to remember that – always!  And the 

teacher wants to remind you that the best way to live is to live life backwards. 

 
14 

For God will bring every deed into judgment, 

     including every hidden thing, 

     whether it is good or evil. (Ecclesiastes 12v14) 

The teacher reminds us that the best way to live is to live honestly and fully in 

the light of the truth that we will die…but that in God’s bigger and better story 

death is a fulfilment. 

The vision in Revelation speaks to us beautifully: 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 
2 

I saw the 

Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
3 

And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 

among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 

‘He will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying 

or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” 

Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.” (Revelation 21 v 1-5) 

Some people, tragically, spend their whole life avoiding the truth and 

pretending life is other than it really is.  The question for you is: What will you 

do? 

The teacher has been brutally honest with us and pulled no punches, but he 

invites us to a way of life that is simply the best way to live. We might call it a 

win-win but it is to live life backwards: live in the truth of your death, by living 

in the death of the great teacher.  Live in the truth of God’s bigger and better 

story and you can echo the words of Paul: 

 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. (Philippians 1 v 21) 
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