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Where do we go from here? 

SHEEPS AND DOVES 

 

 

How may doors have you walked through since we started this series? 

Has this series helped you in any way? 

Or are we starting to have any regrets about the decisions we have made? 

Psalm 85 5-7 

“Blessed is the one whose strength is in you, who’s heart is set on pilgrimage. 

As they pass through the valley of Bacca, they make it a spring; the rain also 

covers it with pools. They go from strength to strength” 

You may be thinking what has this passage got to do with open doors and 

choices? 

We are faced with choices every day in our lives, large and small. 

Over the last few weeks I hope you have been prompted and challenged how 

to recognise open doors, that perhaps there is no better door? To question 

where is God in all this?  

To reflect on how our lives have become more aligned with God’s purposes as 

we make wise choices. 

We can look at open doors, ponder over decisions all day long, but at some 

point we must walk through an open door and embrace life with a childlike 

faith, trusting God wholeheartedly. 

So how’s your heart and your commitment to life this morning?   

Just walking through the doors of this Church may be the biggest challenge you 

face today, or maybe its something more daunting - but decisions take effort.   

I read this on faith, faith without effort is no faith at all. Walking through doors 

will always change us.  
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This church holds many memories for us all, good and bad, and in our valley of 

Bacca (which is literally means the valley of weeping) those memories can 

make Church a hard place to be. 

However, God opens new doors of forgiveness and love each and every day as 

we seek Gods wisdom, but it’s how we walk through the doors of life and on to 

the other side that makes the difference.  

Circumstances change in our lives, we can find it hard going through the same 

door day after day into a job we don’t really like, or facing a situation or people 

we would rather avoid.  To the other end of the spectrum where we may be 

looking forward to a door that we can’t wait to go through, rejoicing in the 

decisions we have made and wondering why it took us so long to make them. 

It may be a difficult door, our valley of Bacca, but it is our hearts response, our 

attitude to a situation that affects how we view it, and can turn difficult 

situations into opportunities for God to act.    

We have to trust that we have a faithful God who meets us on our frontline 

wherever that may be; as a student mum or CEO.  A God who loves us with an 

everlasting love, who’s desire is for us to go from strength to strength in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible is a book is full of Gods promises to us - I think sometimes we need 

to focus more on what he, God, has promised to do rather than what God may 

or may not be doing right now. 

That means taking on opportunities, going through open doors with our hearts 

in our mouth, being so nervous that our hearts are literally pounding in our 

chests - and I guess we have all been there.   

But isn’t it these very situations that bring life!  

Or we can be people just going through the motions half-heartedly; people say 

their hearts weren’t really in it and that’s when people don’t fulfil their 

potential. 

So how’s your heart this morning? 

I like the phrase in this Psalm “who’s heart is set on pilgrimage”. A pilgrimage is 

defined as a journey made to a sacred place, an act of religious devotion. 

For me a pilgrimage or walking through an open door has two aspects one is 

the physical journey - those who set out on a pilgrimage did not know what to 
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expect or the course that they would take each day, but they knew they had to 

go forward.  

The second element to a pilgrimage is an emotional journey in discovering who 

they really were and it was OK to be themselves. 

We walk this journey of life and faith not alone, but as a child of God, loved 

with an everlasting love because Jesus wholeheartedly went to the cross to 

bring us life. 

The doors we walk through are uniquely ours, why?  Because we are all 

different and we all have made different choices in life, some wise some not so 

wise.  

God looks at our hearts - are we whole heartedly going for things - or are we  

living with the regret of ‘if only’? 

Amaziah a king in the Old Testament was one who did not follow God 

wholeheartedly, on the other hand King David still had issues in life but was 

described as a man after Gods own heart. 

The challenge of making decisions is once made, we need to give it our best. If 

Ian had given up running with Dev the first time Dev stopped to get his breath, 

where would their relationship be? 

You can’t run a marathon half-heartedly or go to the Olympics thinking I might 

just give it a go and see what happens, we have to enter into things 

wholeheartedly, yes there will be difficulties along the way, but God will 

encourage us to wholeheartedly go for it.     

However, making the decision can sometimes be the easy step, following it 

through without regret is the hard step.  The Israelites decided to follow Moses 

but it wasn’t many days into the journey when they were questioning whether 

they had made the right choice, wouldn’t life have been so much better back in 

Egypt; if we had only chosen the other door. 

It’s hard enough choosing something at a restaurant let alone making choices 

with the big decisions in life.  I start to question - if only I had chosen the 

lasagne rather than the cheese burger, I start looking around to see if I have 

made the right choice as meals appear from the kitchen.   So often we can play 

it safe by choosing the same dish every time we go out. 
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We play this game as Christians: 

 Do I have a calling to the hamburger? 

Do I have peace about having it, with cheese and bacon or just cheese?  

 Right I have chosen, all will be well. 

I think sometimes we don’t live the adventure God has called us to because we 

want complete assurance things will be OK before we go through the door. 

I am not trying to undermine finding peace and reassurance but the course of 

events often go:  

 Do I have a call or burden to do something?  

 Abject terror follows – I can’t do it - is it the right door?  

 Big problems appear – is it still right? 

 More terror 

 Second thoughts 

Repeat several times as we live through the decision we have made and   

maybe forget the original door we went through. 

 Which leads to deeper faith and often a new door. 

It was just as hard for the early disciples: 

John 17 13-18   

13 
“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the 

world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 
14 

I 

have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 

not of the world any more than I am of the world. 
15 

My prayer is not 

that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the 

evil one. 
16 

They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
17 

Sanctify 

them by
 
the truth; your word is truth. 

18 
As you sent me into the world, I 

have sent them into the world. 

 

John 20: 21  

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 

sending you.”  
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Jesus was rather vague on the details of the mission for the disciples, but Jesus 

did encourage those early disciples to go out wholeheartedly into the world 

with their hearts in their mouths. 

In going into the world Jesus did give them some pointers.  

Mathew 10 v 16       

It was going to be difficult! 

First Jesus says they we are to be sheep among wolves, I have grown up in a 

very competitive work culture, you have to be number one, rise to the top of 

the ladder, to be a wolf - the wolf of wall street.  

Sporting teams are named: The Rams, Tigers, Bulls, Lions and Eagles not sheep.    

If we are to be sheep in the world, walking through our doors how do we do it? 

God called them and us not to be arrogant, a know it all, but rather respectful, 

careful, caring and vulnerable.   

In sign language there are two symbols for vulnerable one is fingers crossed 

being weak kneed the other is opening up you coat revealing something of 

who you are. 

God does not want us to be arrogant neither door mats, but he does want us 

to serve from the strength God gives us, speaking truth, being kind 

compassionate, revealing who we are in Christ, to do the best that we can for 

God’s glory, in whatever we find our hands to do. 

Second we are to be as wise as serpents. 

We learnt a few weeks ago the importance of wisdom - making wise decision, 

and Jesus encourages his disciples to be wise in their dealings with the world 

and the choices they make. 

God has given us brains to use and we need to be intentional about building a 

career, friendship or Gods kingdom.  

I think sometimes there is an unwritten rule that we can’t be too successful as 

Christians, however we define success, but I think Jesus would say be the best 

you can be where you are and with the gifts He has given you. Give it 100% and 

see what happens. 
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I am toying with the idea of running a CAP money management course next 

year, it has helped me organise my own finances and I even saved some 

money.   

If we run it, the best month is probably February when people realise they 

have overspent on Christmas and need to save for a holiday, there is no point 

in running it in July and August when it’s too late.  

My son knew what options he was going to take so only revised for those 

exams he needed, why waste effort on subjects that he will not need again was 

his argument.  I try to have my hair cut by the same barber so I can make a 

friendship with him.  

Wherever our frontline is we need to be wise as serpents, which means 

understanding ourselves, what we enjoy doing, our strengths but also 

understanding the world around us, our impact within it and the opportunities 

it presents.   

However, we still need to remember that true wisdom comes from God in 

praying and hearing and allowing Gods word to change our lives. 

Which is why God calls us also to be is innocent as Doves. 

This is just another way of saying whole heartedly follow Jesus as we allow God 

to change our character to be more Christ like in our daily lives.   

As we make choices in life and live with those choices we need to allow God to 

transform us daily into the person he want us to be. 

We come week by week to hear God’s word as I think we all want to be better 

people, to build better lives for those around us, our community, family and 

for ourselves.   

Our lives overflow with the truth that has been embedded in us week after 

week year after year.  We may have to learn lessons over and over again on 

things like forgiveness, encouragement, peace and joy. 

But like it or not as Christians we are different, we are called to have a 

different set of values, to trust God more and more each day even when we 

don’t know where the journey will lead us. 

Our part is to be wholehearted in the decisions we make, the doors we walk 

through, to live without regret in the decisions we make.   
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We need to remember that when Jesus sent his disciples out into the world 

they did not go alone and neither do we, we have the Holly Spirit to lead and 

to guide us. 

We may face difficult situations or the joy of new adventures  -but we need to 

go through the doors of life with wisdom and innocence. Maybe we need to 

recommit ourselves to wholeheartedness, free to be the person God calls us to 

be.    

 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church, by Ian Larkham on Sunday 6
th

 November 2016  

         

 

   

        


