
Where do we go from here? 

WHAT IF?? 

 

Perhaps one day God said: “What if..?”  What if I create a world so that I can 

share all I enjoy?  And what if I create people, men and women with whom I 

can enjoy sharing my love?  And what if I give them a wonderful world into 

which they can live and grow?  And what if I fill it with all kinds of animals and 

plants for them to share it with? 

And God did… and here we are! 

What if one day Satan said: “What if..?”  So what if you eat off the tree that is 

in the middle of the garden?  And Adam and Eve took the fruit and said: ‘What 

if..?’  And here we are!   

God’s ‘what if’ came out of his love, and love gives… and God so longs to give.  

Adam and Eve’s ‘what if’ came out of their desire for more.  They wanted to be 

more like God.  Truth is, we were made for more! 

 God so longs to give.  Tragedy is, when, like Adam and Eve, our more is more 

for me, it turns out to be an insatiable desire that will never be satisfied. Which 

teaches us something really important about open doors in the bible: In the 

bible open doors are divine invitations to make our lives count, with God’s 

help, for the sake of others.  The truth about open doors is that they most 

often appear when we aren’t focused on ‘me’ but look instead for 

opportunities to love.  Here we might learn some things from a lady called 

Ruth: 

1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a 

man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, 

went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 
2 

The man’s name was 

Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons 

were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. 

And they went to Moab and lived there. 

3 
Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two 

sons. 
4 

They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other 



Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 
5 

both Mahlon and 

Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her 

husband. (Ruth 1 v 1-5) 

So this is a difficult situation.  Naomi and her family leave their home because 

of a famine and they go to Moab where there’s food. The two sons marry girls 

from Moab, but then the husbands all die leaving the women alone.  Naomi is 

now in exile, a widow, and without her sons or any grandchildren.  Who will 

care for her when she grows old? 

6 
When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his 

people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law 

prepared to return home from there. (Ruth 1 v 6) 

Naomi decides her best chance of survival is to go back to Judah.  What then 

unfolds is quite extraordinary, and it turns on an opportunity to love. 

What if…? 

Naomi starts for home and Ruth and Orpah are going with her. But Naomi 

decides to send the girls back to Moab. 

Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to 

your mother’s home. May the LORD show you kindness, as you have 

shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 
9 

May the LORD grant 

that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.” 

Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud and said to her, 

“We will go back with you to your people.” (Ruth 1 v 8-9) 

Naomi realises that she has nothing to give Ruth and Orpah and they would be 

better off in Moab.  Truth is Israel and Moab hated each other – the Moabites 

were enemies of Israel, so what hope would they have if they went looking for 

a husband in Judah?  And to survive, they needed a husband! Marriage wasn’t 

about romance, it was about survival!  The girls refuse to obey and say they 

will stay with Naomi, so Naomi tries again. 

But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come 

with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your 

husbands? 
12 

Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another 

husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a 

husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 
13 

would you wait until 



they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my 

daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand 

has turned against me!” (Ruth 1 v 11-13) 

In the ancient world it was custom, if your husband died, for his family to 

maybe replace him…. but Naomi points out she has no more sons, and even if 

she did now it would be a long wait before they could marry!  And then we see 

the extraordinary possibility of an open door: 

It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has turned 

against me!” 

14 
At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law 

goodbye, but Ruth clung to her (Ruth 1 v 13-14) 

There is a choice of doors: one marked stay, the other leave.  Oprah chooses 

stay, Ruth chooses differently. 

5 
“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and 

her gods. Go back with her.” 

16 
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from 

you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people 

will be my people and your God my God. 
17 

Where you die I will die, and 

there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, 

if even death separates you and me.”                      (Ruth 1 v 15-17) 

This is one of the great statements of devotion anywhere in the bible….and it 

comes from a young Moabite woman, a widow who has nothing.  The bible 

doesn’t criticise Orpah for choosing to stay. It was, in fact, the prudent, 

sensible thing to do.  Orpah makes a reasonable choice and lives a reasonable 

life. 

Ruth makes an unreasonable choice: she chooses leave.  She will live an 

unreasonable life, and John Ortberg notes something very significant which we 

may miss about this choice: God didn’t ask her to choose leave! Ruth chose 

leave, but when she chose, she chose to partner with God in his kingdom 

work!  Ruth made her choice out of love for Naomi and here’s something 

about open doors: love finds doors that ambition never could.  You can make a 

reasonable choice: prudent, secure. Or you can do what Ruth did, and bet 

everything on love… 



What if…..? 

18 
When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she 

stopped urging her (Ruth 1 v 18) 

Ruth has no idea that she made a choice for an open door into a bigger and far 

better story than she could ever have imagined.  She chose the opportunity of 

love and walked into God’s magnificent story.  What if we were to do the 

same? 

2 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man of standing 

from the clan of Elimelek, whose name was Boaz. 

2 
And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick 

up the left over grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favour.” 

Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 
3 

So she went out, entered 

a field and began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she 

was working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of 

Elimelek. (Ruth 2 v 1-3) 

In chapter 1 Ruth was just Ruth, now she’s Ruth the Moabite. Now Ruth is in 

Israel, Judah, she’s a foreigner!  She goes into the fields of a man called Boaz to 

find grain for her and Naomi.  Turns out Boaz is a distant relative of Naomi. 

When Boaz turns up in his field he notices Ruth the Moabite and asks about 

her.  When he hears the story of how she came to be in his field, Boaz shows 

great kindness.  Boaz even tells her she can ask the men in the field to give her 

a drink.  This is a complete reversal of how it was in the ancient world.  

Normally it’s the women who drew water for the men and drawing water from 

a well was very often really hard work.  Ruth showed kindness for Naomi…and 

through her kindness, Boaz is now going to be kind to Ruth. Both, interestingly, 

showed kindness to a foreigner!   

Here’s another truth about doors: doors open when I actually notice and care 

about people I might otherwise overlook. 

Sometime around 1990, nobody’s certain exactly when, a man called Albie 

noticed that over the weekends there was no help for vulnerable people on 

the streets of Crawley.  So he decided that he would take sandwiches and 

flasks of tea to Queen’s square on the weekends.  People came and asked for 

something to eat.  Albie soon realised he needed some help… and in asking for 

help something called the Easter Team was born.  The Easter Team then went 



to Goffs Park to give our food … and more and more people came.  Albie said: 

these people need food parcels, and so the work of the Easter Team grew from 

giving food, to helping anyone in a crisis; gas and electric keys; nappies for the 

baby; a suit for an interview; a rail ticket to visit a husband in prison. 

Through the work of the Easter Team, the idea of an Open House began to 

take shape. So with the help of the Easter Team and others a hostel was found 

for 3 months of the year – when it was cold.  In time, and with much work from 

very dedicated people, a direct access 24/7 hostel called Open House was 

opened in 1996. 

Open doors are everywhere, everyday, and it may be as simple as noticing 

someone and choosing the way of love. 

What if…we notice? 

Ruth chapter 3 is wonderful, but it causes some people problems!  A quick 

sketch of chapter three might go like this: Naomi sees the kindness shown by 

Boaz to Ruth and thinks there might be more in it for Ruth.  So she tells Ruth 

how to date Boaz.  Actually she sets Ruth up to effectively propose to Boaz.  

That’s the bit that causes some people problems….because that’s not what 

was supposed to happen… and maybe it implies more than it should! 

So when Boaz is invited by Ruth to cover her feet, Boaz is genuinely moved.  

Naomi wants to know everything that happened, and Ruth tells her mother-in-

law everything!  Now there’s a challenging thought – telling your mother-in-

law everything!  It is a sign though, of two hearts!  Two hearts open enough to 

share everything.  Now there’s a challenging thought. 

Boaz and Ruth get married and Ruth in time becomes the great, grandmother 

of a guy called David. And who was David’s great, great grandmother?  That 

would be Boaz’s mother, Rahab – the prostitute and an enemy of Israel.  Ruth, 

a Moabite and an enemy of the Israel.  Funny where open doors can lead. 

What if…? 

But here’s an important truth about open doors we can learn from Ruth and 

Boaz: open doors are sometimes relational, and relational open doors have to 

do with our heart. 

How’s your heart? 



Having the door of someone’s heart open to you is one of the greatest gifts of 

life, and this is not just about marriage – far from it:  When I was growing up in 

St John’s Church in Wimborne, after my dad had died, there was a lady called 

Yoland Darling.  As a young lad I thought she was old and a bit weird. She had 

silver hair, big glasses and always wore a long black furry coat!  She was 

married to Major Max Darling, a very tall and, in my opinion, stern man.  He 

was so old that once, when he was leading the prayers in church, he prayed 

that God would help King George!   

But Yoland had her heart open towards me, my sister and my brother.  She 

would regularly come up to me at the end of a service and say, with tears 

pouring down her face, and with a trembling voice: “I’m praying every day for 

you Ian.”  I have no idea what she prayed, she never told me, but I have 

become convinced that because she prayed I can do what I do today! 

The best way to find hearts with open doors, is simply to practice love. 

So what if…? 

Nobody reading the first verse of chapter 1 of Ruth would have guessed where 

it ended: “In the day when the judges ruled…”  Those days were violent, 

oppressive and idolatrous days.  Nobody knew it but change was in the air.  

The Story of Ruth ends with the birth of King David, but this ending is not the 

end… its part of a bigger and better story. 

In the New Testament a man called Jesus is called the Son of David and 

Mathew begins his story of God’s story by tracing Jesus back through the life of 

David. And I love this truth – I absolutely love it!  Jesus himself is not a pure-

blooded Israelite.  David’s great grandmother was Ruth – a Maobite and an 

enemy of Israel.  David’s great- great grandmother was Rahab the prostitute – 

an enemy of Israel.   

And here’s the magnificent truth of God’s bigger story.  When Ruth chose the 

open door of leave, she becomes part of God’s bigger story.  And here’s the 

magnificent truth for you and me, whenever we step through an open door, 

our story gets mixed up with the story of Jesus…and we become part of God’s 

bigger and better story and part of his world in the world. 

So…what if…? 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church on Sunday 2
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