
Church Anniversary 

LET US LOOK ONLY TO JESUS 

 

You can say a lot in six words!  Julius Caesar apparently said: “I came, I saw, I 

conquered!”  Those quite famous six words in English tell a story!  Here’s 

another six words that tell a very different story: “In the beginning, when God 

created…” (GNB) Those six words are extraordinarily powerful.  When those six 

words were penned they challenged everything people believed.  Perhaps they 

still do!  Here’s another six words that tell a most magnificent story. “For God 

so loved the world!” (John 3 v 16) 

Those six words change everything!  There are some things those six words 

don’t say.   

They don’t say:  for God so loved…. 

…the rich 

…the clever 

…the good looking 

…the English, the African 

…the talented 

…those who have it all together 

…those for whom life is going well. 
 

It says: “For God so loved the world!” Are you in the world?  Then you are 

included in God’s love.  Aren’t you glad those six words say: “For God so loved 

the world?”  Those six words tell a magnificent story, a story in which you have 

an important and a significant part to play.   

Legend has it that Ernest Hemmingway was once challenged to write a story in 

six words. He wrote the now famous words: “For sale; baby shoes; never 

worn.”  In 2008 a book was published full of six word life stories.  An online 

magazine invited readers to write their life story in six words for a competition.  

It was flooded with so many responses they decided to publish them in book 



form.  The title of the book is: “Not quite what I was planning!”
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 Which was, in 

fact someone’s life story!  The book has stories ranging across the emotions: 

One tooth, one cavity, life’s cruel! 

Cursed with cancer, blessed with friends!  (9year old boy with 

thyroid cancer) 

Born bald; grew hair; bald again! 

Lucky in everything else, but love. 

Should have learned to count! 

Not a good Christian, but trying! 

 

I was once challenged to write my life story in six words and after much 

thought I wrote: “Born to talk: Still doing it!”  Your challenge, here and now, 

should you choose to accept it, is to write your life story in six words.  You can 

approach it however you like, but it must be true to you.   

Stories are great at looking back and on an anniversary it’s probably an 

opportunity to look back and see what God has been doing.  As I look back at 

those who’ve gone before me at CBC, I want to say these six words: “Thanks, I 

stand on your shoulders.”  I’m only able to do what I’m doing today, because 

you did what you did. I see Bill Miles sometimes now and I tell him exactly that: 

“Thanks, I stand on your shoulders.”   

Six words that might sum up the story here: “Crawley Baptist Church: faithful, 

generous, loving!”  Maybe you could take time sometime to write six words 

that tell your story at CBC!   

Life stories, certainly memoirs, tend to look back, but some life stories look 

forward too.  “In the beginning, when God created…” is just the start.  “For 

God so loved the world,” is part way through.  To be part of this story is to be 

part of a story that is still being written and guess who’s writing it?  

We started a series about open doors. Here’s a six word story that looks 

forward that I think will be true for all of us:  “Plenty more open doors to 
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come!” The bible is full of stories of people who walked through open doors.  

These stories I’ve borrowed from John Ortberg
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: 

“Left Ur. Had baby. Still laughing!” – Abraham.   

“No. Storm. Overboard. Whale. Regurgitated. Yes!”- Jonah.   

“Hated the rain.  Loved the rainbow.” – Noah.   

“I came. I saw. I stopped.” – Good Samaritan.   

 

These and all the others we read about in God’s great story were offered an 

opportunity.  Most of them were interrupted with an opportunity; some faced 

the threat of danger, but it’s probably true to say that none of them would 

have predicted the story that unfolded. 

As we live in our story we are partners with fate and destiny, circumstance and 

providence…. and we can choose to be partners with God.  All the people we 

read about in God’s great story could have written, as their life story: “Not 

quite what I was planning.” 

Friends, what are you planning?  On this anniversary Sunday, what are we 

planning together?  The truth, most probably will turn out to be, for you and 

me and us, not quite what we planned. 

Friends, you are writing the story of your life. You can choose to have God be 

your partner and you can write that story together.  There will be, in six words: 

“Plenty more open doors to come.”  It might be, probably will turn out to be, in 

six words, “not quite what you were planning.” But walking through the open 

door with God is the great adventure of life, because, remember, it means the 

possibility of being useful to God. And here, friends, is what I believe is a six 

word game changer.  God, the creator and great king of the universe says in six 

words: “I will be with you, always!” 

Today is a day of commitment, or perhaps more accurately, recommitment.  I 

think what we’re doing is re-committing to walk through open doors, whether 

as individuals in our own story, or as CBC in our story!  Looking back, the story 

of CBC may be:  “Crawley Baptist Church, faithful, generous, loving.”  Looking 

forward, in six words, it maybe: “Crawley Baptist Church, bursting with life!” 
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Bursting with life because followers of Christ have the courage to walk through 

open doors they find along the way.   

Looking back my story maybe: “Born to talk, still doing it!”  Looking forward, in 

six words – maybe: “Born to talk; bursting with life!”  I’d love that! 

Bursting with life because a follower of Christ had the courage to walk through 

open doors he found along the way.   

Last Sunday I got a card from the person who gives me a card every week!  I 

think, although he didn’t know it, he gave me and us six words that hold all this 

together.  Actually six words I’d been thinking about for a little while in relation 

to today.  “Let us look only to Jesus!” (Heb. 12 v 2 NCV) 

Friends, the invitation today is to recommit ourselves to Jesus.  It is the 

recommitment to love him, to serve him, to worship him and to follow him.  

Friends, it is the recommitment to look only to Jesus in all things.  What do you 

want the rest of the story of life to be?  I think there’s a choice of two six word 

stories! 

“Me: The hero of my story” 

“God: the hero of the story.” 

In six words: “You get to choose. Which one?” 

 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church, on Sunday 18
th

 September by Rev. Ian Phillips 

 


