
Where do we go from here? 

OPEN DOORS 

 

Open doors are an invitation of opportunity! 

Open doors are opportunities with possibility! 

Open doors present the possibility of something exciting! 

Open doors invite us to something new! 

 

We are plunging into a new series this morning – a series about open doors!  

I’ve called this series, “Where do we go from here?” because this is a series 

about guidance.  It asks the question: “How do we know what to do?”  It’s 

really the same question as: “Where do we go from here?!” 

I’m assuming that we all want to know what it is that God wants us to do with 

our lives…and that we spend a lot of our time trying to figure out what it is that 

God would have us do!  We do that because we think that to be a “good” 

Christian, we must follow God’s path, God’s will we often say, for my life!  And 

so we spend lots of energy, maybe prayer, and time working out what God has 

lined up for us.   

My best guess is that we live with two fears as a result.  The first is that 

however hard we try, we simply won’t find out what God wants us to do.  

However much we ask him, he doesn’t seem to tell us in ways that we can 

understand.  The second is that, if God does tell us in a way we can 

understand, we won’t like whatever it is!!  It’s the fear that somehow God’s 

plan for my life will be different to the one I have in my heart! 

A couple of years ago I read a fantastic book by John Ortberg about this whole 

area of life.  I have based this series on that book because I think it’s got some 

great stuff in it for people like you and me.  The book, and therefore the series, 

is based on a verse from Revelation 3 – words written to the church in 

Philadelphia. 

 



To the Church in Philadelphia 

7 
“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words 

of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens 

no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 
8 

I know your 

deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. 

I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and 

have not denied my name. (Revelation 3 v 7-8) 

The open door to the church in Philadelphia is the door of opportunity.  This is 

the door of divine possibility and the door of divine possibility is the great 

adventure of life because it means the possibility of being useful to God.  The 

question to the church in Philadelphia is how will they respond to an open 

door?  That seems to be the question for us too! 

There is a theology that has this view of how life works: God has a plan, a 

blueprint of how your life should go. There is, of course, only one plan since it 

is God’s and he knows best.  Our job is to figure out that plan and follow it 

exactly!  When we do that we will live as good Christians and we will, of 

course, be living in our first choice world!   

There is a security in that way of thinking, after all this is God’s plan!  There 

are, I think, some significant problems with this theology that you are probably 

already thinking about.  What if I miss God’s plan?  Seems to me that is highly 

likely, since sometimes it’s really hard to know what his plan is.  What do I do 

then?  Where does that leave me? 

And, what if everything has gone according to God’s plan, how do I understand 

the more difficult and challenging and devastating things that have happened 

in my life?  Am I just supposed to accept them as…God’s plan?  I think God is 

better than that – God is the God of the open door.  I also think it’s much more 

complex than simply finding a plan! 

We can’t address all the issues I have just raised… but I honestly believe that 

what is discussed will help, and my prayer is that for all of us, it will release us 

to live lives adventurously for God.  I also really hope it will give us the 

confidence to step out and become those who are bursting with life! 

“Behold I have placed before you an open door that no-one can shut!” 



An open door is the great adventure of life because it means the possibility of 

being useful to God.  God is still in the business of open doors and, just like the 

church in Philadelphia, we have to figure out how we will respond.  So… by way 

of introduction, here are some important things about open doors. 

First, God can open a door for anybody.  The Bible is full of examples of open 

doors that God places before someone.  God says to Abraham, “Go to the land 

I will show you!”  Abraham has a choice: Do I walk through the door of 

opportunity to be useful to God, or do I go a different way?  He chooses to 

walk through the open door, and you know the story that follows.  Abraham 

was 75 years old when he stood before this open door.  Mary was a young girl 

when the angel told her she would bear a son and call him Jesus.  Her response 

is: “May it be to me as you have said!”  And you know the story that follows!  

Mary was most probably a teenager of about 14.   

When I was 20 I met a man called Chris. He came as the curate to the church I 

had grown up in. He was, at the time, the leader of Nefyn Beach Mission.  One 

day he invited me to go with him to Nefyn as part of the team.  Everything in 

me wanted to say “No!” To be honest it was the last thing I wanted to do, but 

because I liked him, I said “Yes!” And the “Yes!” changed my life. 

One of the reasons I didn’t want to go was because at that point in my life I 

was feeling like an abject failure.  To the church in Philadelphia God says, “I 

know that your strength is small.”  What a gift to know that open doors are not 

reserved for the especially talented or the extraordinarily strong!  God opened 

a door for me at one of the lowest times in my life.  God can open a door for 

anyone. God can open a door for you! 

Second, God can open a door in any circumstance.  It was Victor Frankl in the 

concentration camps of the 2
nd

 WW who said: “Everything can be taken from a 

man but one thing: the last of the human freedoms – to choose one’s attitude 

in any given circumstances, to choose one’s own way.” 

The truth that Frankl  found himself in the most traumatic of circumstances, is 

that doors are not just physical – a door is a choice!  When all the outer doors 

were closed to him, literally, he found that far more important, was the door 

to his heart. And the door to the heart, a door of which you are completely in 

control of, is the door to freedom.   



There is always a door.  Sometimes the open door is not the door to a new 

place, sometimes it’s about a new opportunity, previously not seen, in the old 

place.  Open doors in the Bible never exist just for the sake of the person 

offered them.  They involve opportunity – but it’s the opportunity to bless 

someone else.  An open door does not exist solely for my benefit, however 

thrilling it may be to me!   

An open door is not a guarantee of the future either! Open doors offer 

opportunity, mystery, possibility but not certainty – there is no blue-print!  An 

open door doesn’t mean a smooth journey – it’s a risk, and to find out what’s 

on the other side of the door, you have to go through!   

Thirdly, God can open doors very quietly. Does God have any frustrating 

characteristics?  I think yes!  And this, for me, goes back to the theology stuff I 

talked about at the beginning!  I do believe that God places before us open 

doors! But he very rarely tells us which door to choose.  That is a most 

frustrating characteristic!  In fact, sometimes, it really annoys me, and at other 

times it drives me almost to despair. 

Truth is, friends, most of the time we have to struggle with the thoughts we 

have when faced with the choice between open doors!  I believe there is a 

reason for that.  Let me be honest with you for a moment. For the first ten 

years or so of my ministry here, it was really good.  It wasn’t without its 

challenges, but we moved into a new building, we were growing new 

ministries, we were flourishing and I came to the conclusion that I must be a 

good minister for all that to be happening here, when it wasn’t necessarily 

happening in other churches, even in Crawley! 

Then it got tough, really, really tough.  I made some mistakes, but even in my 

darkest moments I thought, I can’t be responsible for all that seems to be 

going on.  We had some people leave – we’d always had that, but this time it 

was different.  We began to see marriages really struggle, and break down and 

we stopped seeing those people.  Into the mix came a couple of offers from 

other churches – why don’t you come over here and be our minister?  It got 

me thinking: should I go? 

The problem is, is that ministers are supposed to have a “call” when they move 

to a new church!  Nothing dramatic seemed to be happening in my heart or 



mind – no “call.” But…a change was tempting!  For one thing it would mean I 

could leave all my rubbish behind – go to a fresh start – they’d love me for a bit 

at least.  I could walk away from the things I found really difficult.  One church 

was a bigger church – that sounded great!  Soothed my ego!  One church was 

about the same size; like for like, maybe I could do that.  One church was 

smaller – surely that would be less pressure, more time to do what I really 

wanted to do! 

It didn’t all come at once but I struggled as I got no “call” nothing dramatic. But 

what I did have to do was wrestle with my thoughts, my motives and my 

dreams.  Sometimes God does seem to tell us what to do: a burning bush; an 

angel of light; an audible voice.  But mostly he says: “You choose. You figure it 

out!” He knows that it’s in the struggle that we grow, and what he’s most 

interested in, is not which door, but the condition of our heart! 

In Revelation, God says through John that he has placed before them, literally, 

an opened door!  This is a Jewish written way of saying that this open door was 

a door God himself had opened.  The point John (or God) is making, is that in 

open doors, God is at work…and that when we walk through an open door it is 

a God given opportunity to work with God and for God! 

Abraham had no idea where he was going when he went, but he went.  It may 

be true to say that the whole history of the Bible hinges on this moment!  

What an adventure, for both Abraham and God!   

And lastly, God can use a wrong door to shape a right heart. This is such good 

news friends.  If the blueprint theology of only one plan is correct, then most of 

us would have messed up long ago. And what does God do then?  But it’s 

better than that.  James in his letter says: ‘If anyone lacks wisdom they should 

ask God for some.’  He doesn’t say we should ask which door to go through, 

but for the wisdom that helps us decide! That’s because God’s primary will for 

your life and mine, is that we become magnificent people in his image – 

someone with the character of Jesus.  His primary will is not what we might 

achieve, or what we might accrue; it’s not what job we take; it’s not where we 

live, or whether we get married; it’s not primarily situational or circumstantial.  

It’s better than that – it’s about our hearts! 



As a parent you don’t want to be telling your grown up children what to do, 

what to eat, what to wear, what to be, who to marry!  As a parent you want 

them to make their own choices and become people of integrity, truth, great 

character and sound judgement.  But we all know that doesn’t happen if they 

never have to figure it out on their own!  They’ll get it wrong, some maybe 

badly wrong!  But that’s the way we all learn!   

Mostly God says: “You decide!”  because God is in the business of character!  

God is the God of the open door! He loves “yes!” He loves adventure!  With 

this God, and this theology, we don’t have to be afraid of failure! I don’t have 

to be afraid of circumstances: there’s always an open door – always an 

opportunity of a door that opens into God’s presence.  It’s great news because 

you don’t have to live under the tyranny of the perfect choice!  That’s because 

God can use even what looks like a wrong door if I go through it with the right 

heart!   

Truth is friends every day is full of open doors.  Every day we can embrace the 

open doors which we find in our way!  If we want to experience more of God in 

our lives, the best way to do it, is to look for open doors and to respond with a 

great “Yes!” to moments of divine opportunity. 
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