
Fruitfulness on the Frontline 

Moulding Culture 

 

This morning we are going to be looking at Culture and how as Christians we 

can shape and influence our culture, on our own front line. 

Be it at home, in the office or out with friends - who we are and what we 

believe for good or for worse - affects the culture and people around us. 

I want you to spend a few minutes just discussing among yourselves how you 

would describe the culture at CBC to someone who does not attend. 

Or how you would describe what you believe in, to a non Christian. 

“Accepting, supportive, a loving  place of grace and love - as we learnt the 

other week”.  

I would suggest these attitudes are about our behaviour, the way we act, 

which may not fully capture what culture is.  

So what makes up our culture? 

For me I would say there are three main areas that make up a culture as a 

whole; 

1) We have rituals, rites and ways of working  

This Church has a set pattern in which it operates, we know what events and 

activities are going to happen week by week, we know communion is the 3
rd

 

Sunday of the month, we have a town wide Joint Service once a month.  

We have our own terminology such as going the extra mile, getting out of the 

boat, and a way of greeting one another on a Sunday morning.  We have the 

basic format of a Sunday morning service. All this defines, in part, the culture 

of this Church, our style. No one style is better than another as long as God is 

glorified, but it’s the way we do things around here.  

Sometimes though it feels a little uncomfortable (but exciting when Gods 

speaks through different people, bringing pictures and scriptures and it 

changes, builds up and strengthens the culture of the Church) when we are 

released to use our gifts for God.   



I guess the question is, would we be comfortable in changing our culture our 

ways of working, in order to have a better relationship with God and the 

people around us? 

It could be as simple as bringing flowers into work to remind people of God’s 

fragrance and beauty. Or dressing up in silly costumes to remind us we worship 

a creative God. 

2 The second area of Culture is about behaviour. 

 what we do and how we chose to act affects our culture. Do we choose love 

and forgiveness or revenge and hatred? Are we generous with our time talents 

and possessions? 

Our behaviour plays an important part in who we are, and how we shape the 

culture around us.   

The story of Zacchaeus is a great example of transforming culture (Luke 19 1-

10) 

Zacchaeus a man who had created a culture of fear and intimidation around 

him through his actions and behaviour, meets with Jesus and everything 

changes and Zacchaeus creates a new culture of generosity and integrity in his 

life and workplace.  

I wonder what changes in your life would follow an encounters with Jesus? 

God is moving in this place week by week but what lasting affect is it having on 

us, what fruit has it produced and how is it changing the atmosphere, the 

culture around us, the way we interact with the world? 

Why did Zacchaeus change? It’s because of what he believed?  His values, 

system and attitude changed from the inside out, we might say he had a 

change of heart.   

The core element of any culture is what we truly believe, what we value and 

our attitudes.  

If we are to change the culture we live in, then we first need to change 

ourselves from the inside out.  

By encountering God here, in our lives, day by day, through Gods word and by 

the Holy Spirit, we change, and we will see the society, the culture we live in, 

change. 



The question is what do we really value in life and what do we really believe 

in? 

What is our attitude to the life God has given us? 

Paul reminds us in Philippians 2  

If we were to follow Paul’s teaching how different life could be, our culture 

could be very different, if we were all set to serve with a Christ like attitude? 

I sometimes think we don’t because deep down we don’t trust God will come 

through for us and so we play it safe. 

We are in good company even the Apostle Paul had to learn to be content with 

his lot in life; whether with everything or with nothing. (Philippians 4v 12.) 

As Christians we try and grow in the fruits of the spirit in our lives, to be more 

holy and to reflect Gods character to those around us, which is why a few 

weeks ago we looked at developing Christian character as part of this series.  

We heard how the secretary had put up with a bully for a boss for three years 

before she left.  

Over those three years she showed such patience and understanding to her 

boss that others in the office noticed, the culture of the office was affected by 

having a Christian there. 

So how are you doing in developing your character, your fruit?  Have you been 

tested in the area of patience, love and kindness this week?   

Who has been pressing your buttons and how have you responded? 

Thankfully it’s not a test to pass, God’s grace is unconditional but God longs for 

us to be all that he wants us to be.  

Just as an aside someone was trying to be encouraging the other week and 

said I can’t remember exactly what you preach about, but you do preach the 

truth from Gods Word. 

It’s the same for us outside of Church we may not be clever and able to have 

all the right words at our finger tips, other Christian are gifted in that way, but 

we can all show love, thoughtfulness and patience to one another revealing 

the truth, the Good news of the Gospel.  



I think the point of a sermon is to proclaim Christ and to prompt us to change 

our behaviour, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to become more Christ like 

from the inside out. 

The point of a sermon is not to remember what has been said so much as 

remembering when the Holy Spirit pricks your conscience or a phrase sticks in 

your mind.  Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal what he is trying to teach you 

through it.  

As we change day by day, we can bring more of God’s love and light into dark 

places, Gods word reminds us we are to be salt and light.  

Mathew 5 v 13 - 16 

“Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that 

brings out the God-flavours of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how 

will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up 

in the garbage. 

“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the 

God-colours in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going 

public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, 

you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m 

putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a 

light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By 

opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this 

generous Father in heaven” 

When salt is added to a meal it is changed, when light however small is lit in 

the darkness the world around it is changed. Every time we use salt or switch 

on a light it should remind us to be Christ like. 

In the business world millions are spent each year trying to improve the culture 

of organisations, promoting honesty and integrity, to make work a better, 

more accepting place for all, with the ultimate goal of increasing productivity.  

The very fact that culture is in this series of talks suggests that culture is high 

on people’s agenda. 

Ultimately culture for me is about people and how we interact with one 

another and ultimately, who we think we are, affects the culture we live in. 

I will come back to this point: Who we think we are.  So hold this in your mind. 



In Crawley, its said we live in a multi-cultural town, in a multicultural society 

but what does that mean?  And how do we live and respond to this multi-

cultural society around us. 

Quite often the way we have been brought up, our home culture, defines how 

we respond to conflict, challenge and society. Or how we were treated at 

school or situations at work influences who we think we are. Quite often 

culture tries to define who we are.   We live in a so call PC culture where truth 

is watered down to please everyone.  

This is in contrast to allowing the truth of God’s word to define who we really 

are, the apple of God’s eye, a master piece, a one off, perfection, loved with an 

everlasting love.   

If we think wrong thoughts about ourselves it affects how people respond to 

us and the culture we create around us which is why Paul reminds us we need 

to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. 

Finally, on culture, and I know some people will switch off at the mention of 

the next words, EU referendum. But this is, in part, a vote on do we remain 

British or become part of a federal Europe. 

I am still undecided but I am having to question what I truly believe and value 

for the first time in ages. 

What is important to me is immigration, the economy, jobs and free 

movement of people, we are led to believe whatever decision we make will 

affect the society and culture we live in.   

In Jesus’ day it could have been argued:  Do we stick with Rome and all its 

benefits, after all Zacchaeus had done very well out of Rome, or do we fight for 

separation?  

I think we have a duty to vote, but the big problem for me is, I am not sure 

who to believe, who is telling the truth?       

Unlike our Christian faith where we choose to accept that Jesus lived and died 

and rose again, so that we might have new life, eternal life.   The referendum 

appears harder to understand, or is it? 

I don’t think we should worry if we are in or out, if we truly believe and trust in 

God and his provision for us? 



The first referendum was in Deuteronomy 30 v 15 – 20 Moses says:  Choose 

this day who you will follow, God or the world.  

Jesus turned the culture of his day upside down, Jesus would be described as 

being counter cultural today, not willing to be seduced and tempted by the 

world, but focused on doing his Fathers will. 

Jesus was always focused on the bigger picture, Jesus had complete belief in 

his father’s provision for him, he deeply valued his relationship with his Father 

spending many hours alone in prayer with him. 

He taught the people a new way of living, not to value what’s on the outside, 

(this world) but on what is on inside, a person’s character and integrity, to fear 

God and not man.   We read from the Sermon on the Mount how to live a 

different life. 

So does being in or out of Europe affect Eternity to come?  Do we believe that 

God will not bless us if we make the right or wrong choice?  

There may be a better choice with the referendum, as with our choices in life, 

but does it change who God is and his grace and love for us?  

If we are in or out of Europe our response should be the same as Jesus, repent 

for the kingdom of God is near.  

This is the question people should be wrestling with. The more we turn away 

from God and his precepts the less opportunity God will have to interact with 

his creation and society.  

Ultimately if we are to influence the culture around us we need to do it with 

Gods help, so that in everything we do, we reflect God’s Word and truth in our 

lives. 

Whether in or out of Europe, we need to be Salt and Light on the Frontline, 

bring out Gods flavours and colours into the lost and often blinded culture we 

live in, and chose to follow Gods ways.        

 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church, on Sunday 19
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