
FRUITFULNESS ON THE FRONTLINE 

MAKING GOOD WORK. 

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.       

(Ecclesiastics 9 v 10) 

So – how are you doing? 

Meredith was stuck. 

In fact, the whole project was stuck.  Not stuck because a contractor hadn’t 

turned up or had gone bust, not stuck on the construction of the sea wall, or 

the esplanade, or the regeneration of the sea front or the construction of the  

shops.  No, the whole big multi-million-pound regeneration project couldn’t  be 

completed because none of the highly competent major contractors Meredith 

knew could figure out how to stick some granite plaques to the sea wall. 

No the granite plaques weren’t just there for decoration; they were there to 

carry the words that told the history of the town, to make sense of the whole 

project for townspeople and visitors alike.  So the project couldn’t be completed 

until the plaques were up.  Like a torch without the batteries, like a car without 

petrol, like a locked house without a key, like King Richard III without a 

horse…the size of the problem was entirely disproportionate to the scale of the 

consequences.  And Meredith, experienced, highly competent, godly, senior 

project manager that she was, had run out of the options. 

And then it occurred to her.  Something radical, a way to approach the problem 

that she had never tried for something like this, something small, something 

everyday, something ordinary.  Meredith, experienced, highly competent, 

godly, senior project manager that she was, decided to pray. 

And after she’d prayed – call it coincidence if you like – an idea popped into her 

head.  Yellow pages.  So she flipped open the tome.  And there it was: “Sign 

Makers.”  Sign makers, she thought, know how to stick things to things.  So she 

called the number of the sign-making business that she passed most days on 

her walk to the sandwich shop.  “Oh yes,” the man said, “We know how to do 



that.  In fact, we’ve recently done something similar just fifteen miles down the 

coast.” 

And so it came to pass that the granite plaques were fixed to the wall and the 

project was completed.  And something else started.  It is no exaggeration to 

say that Meredith’s life has never been the same.  Not only on the frontline of 

her day job.  She realised that God, the King of the universe, the Creator of all 

things, the Redeemer of all, God cared about the little things she did day by 

day.  All of them – at work, at home with her kids and husband, at the shops, in 

church……Now she finds herself praying about pretty much anything.  And 

things happen – too often to call it coincidence.  Of course, sometimes things 

don’t happen the way she’d like, but she’s taken them to God who is, she 

knows, working on a rather large regeneration project of his own and has his 

reasons and his schedule.  And doesn’t get stuck.
1
 

Work – we all have work to do!  Sometimes work is paid, sometimes it’s not; 

sometimes it’s full time, sometimes it’s not.  We all have work – we all have 

things to do!  Biblically, work isn’t what we get paid to do – work is anything 

we do that isn’t just for fun or recreation, and God cares deeply about all the 

things we have to do.  To help us understand just how much God cares, we 

must again hold before us the bigger picture of God’s great story before us. 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2 

Now the 

earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 

deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

3 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

4 
God saw that 

the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 
5 

God 

called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was 

evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

6 
And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate 

water from water.” 
7 

So God made the vault and separated the water 

under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. 
8 

God called the 

vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second 

day. 
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9 
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, 

and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 
10 

God called the dry ground 

“land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it 

was good. 

11 
Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants 

and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their 

various kinds.” And it was so. 
12 

The land produced vegetation: plants 

bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in 

it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
13 

And there 

was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 

14 
And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate 

the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, 

and days and years, 
15 

and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to 

give light on the earth.” And it was so. 
16 

God made two great lights—the 

greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. 

He also made the stars. 
17 

God set them in the vault of the sky to give 

light on the earth, 
18 

to govern the day and the night, and to separate 

light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 

And there was 

evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 

20 
And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds 

fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.” 
21 

So God created the 

great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water 

teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every 

winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22 

God 

blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the 

water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 
23 

And there 

was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 

24 
And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their 

kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the 

wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 
25 

God made the 

wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their 

kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to 

their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

26 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so 

that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 



the livestock and all the wild animals
 
and over all the creatures that 

move along the ground.” 

27 
So God created mankind in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

28 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 

number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground.” 

29 
Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the 

whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be 

yours for food. 
30 

And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in 

the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything 

that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it 

was so. 

31 
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 

evening, and there was morning—the sixth day (Genesis 1 v 1-31) 

Why doesn’t God put Adam and Eve in the garden on day 1?  Simply because 

there was nothing there and they would have had nothing to do!  And because 

God is love and everything he does is an expression of his love…he waits until 

he can place them in a fertile, lush garden that has fantastic potential.  God has 

provided, in love, the perfect environment for his beloved children to flourish. 

And then God tells them to work the garden to release its potential!  Eden was 

perfect but it was not mature!  For it to be mature, for it to reach its full 

potential, there was work to be done! 

Work is what God uses to bring things to their full potential, or… work is one 

way to get done what God wants done!  Work was a gift, a wonderful gift from 

God to release the potential in his majestic creation.  Adam and Eve choose the 

path of rebellion against God and the consequences are devastating! 

Everything is marred, everything, including the gift of work.  Now work will no 

longer be easy. ‘By the sweat of your brow, you will eat your food.’ (Genesis 3 

v 19) 

But there is still work to be done, and it is still God’s gift.  God’s desire is still to 

see his children flourish and it is still one way to get done what God wants 

done!   



We have been reminded that God is at work to transform his whole creation, 

and as we do our work, as we do things our hand finds to do, we are part of 

bringing about that transformation. That means that we are part of making 

God’s creation the way that he really desires it to be, and that means that how 

we go about our work. How we go about the things our hand finds to do, 

matters. 

Ecclesiastes exhorts us to do whatever our hand finds and to do it with all our 

might.  In Colossians 3 v 23 Paul says this: “Whatever you do, work at it with all 

your heart.”  And neither God nor Paul would ask us to work with all our might 

or all our heart if it were not something of great significance.  Whatever our 

hand finds for us to do, the work we do, is of great significance to God.  God 

longs to see his creation flourish.  God longs to see his creation fulfil its 

potential and in and through our work we are participating with God in 

bringing that about. 

Friends, when we hold the bigger picture of God’s story before us, what we 

realise is this: in the things our hands find us to do we are participating with 

the king of the universe in bringing about his great work of transformation in 

his world.  When we grasp that deep and magnificent, mind blowing truth, 

perhaps we won’t need to be exhorted to do those things with all our might or 

all our hearts because we will so want to be part of what God is already doing 

that we will do it as an expression of our joy and our love! 

When we hold the things our hands find us to do in the bigger picture of God’s 

story and when we grasp that we are participating with the king of the 

universe in what he is already doing, we will grasp that how we do our work 

matters! 

How’s your heart? 

I love the story we find in Genesis 24 v 1-19 about a lady called Rebekah. 

24 Abraham was now very old, and the LORD had blessed him in every 

way. 
2 

He said to the senior servant in his household, the one in charge 

of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh. 
3 

I want you to swear 

by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not 

get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among 

whom I am living, 
4 

but will go to my country and my own relatives and 

get a wife for my son Isaac.” 



5 
The servant asked him, “What if the woman is unwilling to come back 

with me to this land? Shall I then take your son back to the country you 

came from?” 

6 
“Make sure that you do not take my son back there,” Abraham said. 

7 
“The LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father’s 

household and my native land and who spoke to me and promised me 

on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring
 
I will give this land’—he will send his 

angel before you so that you can get a wife for my son from there. 
8 

If 

the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released 

from this oath of mine. Only do not take my son back there.” 
9 

So the 

servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and swore 

an oath to him concerning this matter. 

10 
Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels 

loaded with all kinds of good things from his master. He set out for Aram 

Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor. 
11 

He had the camels 

kneel down near the well outside the town; it was toward evening, the 

time the women go out to draw water. 

12 
Then he prayed, “LORD, God of my master Abraham, make me 

successful today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. 
13 

See, I am 

standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople are 

coming out to draw water. 
14 

May it be that when I say to a young 

woman, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, 

‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too’—let her be the one you have 

chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown 

kindness to my master.” 

15 
Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her 

shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the 

wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. 
16 

The woman was very beautiful, a 

virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She went down to the spring, 

filled her jar and came up again. 

17 
The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little 

water from your jar.” 

18 
“Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands 

and gave him a drink. 



19 
After she had given him a drink, she said, “I’ll draw water for your 

camels too, until they have had enough to drink.”  

Abraham is an old man and his wife has died and the time has come for Isaac, 

his only son, to be married.  Remember, the future of Israel rests on the future 

of Isaac.  As yet, there is no future, for Isaac has no wife and on this future wife 

rests the shape of a nation.  So Isaac needs a special kind of wife and Abraham 

is very aware of this.  The question is how does Abraham find a wife for Isaac?  

There were no dating agencies around at the time and it was the custom that 

the parents would go and find a wife.  “Here you go son – here’s the girl we 

found for you!” 

So Abraham, being old, calls his servant (probably Eliezer) to look for a wife.  

They are both aware this is a big deal because it has to do with the promises of 

God to Abraham.  So Eliezer sets out for Abraham’s homeland to find a wife.  

He takes with him a caravan of 10 camels laden with gifts which he would need 

to exchange for a wife!  He arrives at Nahor and gets his camels to kneel down 

and then he prays – perhaps because he doesn’t know what else to do!  He 

prays for a sign that he would know who should be a wife for Isaac.   

In those days hospitality was taken very seriously – it was often a matter of life 

and death – and it was certainly about character.   

So Eliezer waits…then Rebekah turns up at the well. The text tells us that she 

was very beautiful!  She gives Eliezer a drink…and then it happens: she offers 

to give the camels a drink too… and until they have finished drinking.  The 

detail that she offered to give the camels a drink until they had finished 

drinking is the detail on which this story turns. 

How much water can a thirsty camel drink?  Camels can go for days without 

drinking as you know well.  A thirsty camel can drink up to 30 gallons of water.  

Eliezer has 10 camels – that’s 300 gallons of water.  Rebekah offered to draw 

300 gallons of water for Eliezer’s camels.  That’s a serious job! 

Perhaps there are three words that describe this kind of attitude: “And then 

some!” Rebekah did everything that was reasonably expected of her… and 

then some!  And it was her “and then some” attitude that changed everything!  

The truth is Rebekah was doing what she always did.  Rebekah was doing what 

her hand found to do… but she did it with all her might.  She did it with all her 

heart.  Her “and then some” attitude changed her life, and it changed history.  



Rebekah went on to marry Isaac and she lived a great adventure, participating 

with the living God. 

Friends, imagine the transformation that could happen in whatever your hands 

find you to do…..if you served with an “and then some” attitude: 

- In your home  

- In your work life 

- In your relationships 

- In your marriage 

- With your parents or children 

- In the health club 

- On the playground 

- At the art club 

- The way you speak to a shop assistant 

What do you suppose might happen if we were the sort of people who did 

everything that was reasonably expected – and then some? 

Suppose Eliezer had said to Rebekah: “Look Rebekah if you draw water for 

these camels, which will take you a few hours, you will go on the adventure of 

your life, and you will meet the man of your dreams, wealthy, handsome with 

good character.  You’ll travel, you’ll be the beginning of a great nation, you’ll 

be the mother of the Messiah, your name will be remembered and celebrated 

throughout human history – all of this if you do this job which will take just a 

couple of hours…” 

The point is Rebekah didn’t have a clue what was going to happen because she 

gave some camels a drink.  She, simply, did what her hand found her to do and 

she did it with all her might and all her heart.   

So friends, how will you do the things that your hands find you to do?   

Here’s another challenging question:  What might happen if we invite God into 

our tasks? What would happen if we invited God into the things our hands find 

for us to do?  What if we did that not just with the things we find hard, difficult 

and challenging – which are probably when most of us want to invite God in!  

But what if we did that with the things we find quite easy or that come easily 

to us, the things we don’t really struggle with or that cause us to be anxious? 

Friends, often we cannot control our circumstances and often we cannot 

change them.  But here’s the rub with making good work: we can control into 



what we invite the king of the universe! We can change our attitude in the 

things our hand find for us to do!  We can do them with all our might and with 

all our heart, because we are people who live in the light of the truth of God’s 

bigger story! 

We are people who know the truth that we are participating in the work that 

God is already doing: that he is bringing about transformation in all things; that 

he is longing to see his creation flourish and we are part of the way that he is 

bringing that about! 

During a visit to the NASA space centre in 1962, President John F. Kennedy 

noticed a janitor carrying a broom. He interrupted his tour, walked over to the 

man and said: “Hi, I’m Jack Kennedy.  What are you doing?”  “Well Mr 

President,” the janitor responded. “I’m helping put a man on the moon.”  He’d 

grasped the bigger picture: by doing whatever your hand finds you to do… and 

by doing it with all your strength and all your heart…. and then some…. 

You are participating in God’s bigger story.  You are part of bringing about the 

transformation that God is doing, and when God gets involved in the work we 

do and the tasks we perform… like Rebekah… who knows what might 

happen?! 
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