
FRUITFULNESS ON THE FRONTLINE 

THE BIG PICTURE 

We start a new series today, which I hope will be helpful, but here is where it 

all begins and from which it all flows! 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother, 
2 

To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters
 
in 

Christ: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 

3 
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 

pray for you, 
4 

because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of 

the love you have for all God’s people— 
5 

the faith and love that spring 

from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have 

already heard in the true message of the gospel 
6 

that has come to you. 

In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the 

whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you 

heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 
7 

You learned it from 

Epaphras, our dear fellow servant
, 
who is a faithful minister of Christ on 

our behalf, 
8 

and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

9 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not 

stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the 

knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the 

Spirit gives,
10 

so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 

knowledge of God, 
11 

being strengthened with all power according to his 

glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 
12 

and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 

in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 
13 

For he has 

rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, 
14 

in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1 v 1-14) 

What great words! 

If I were to rewrite those words today, it would be the following: 



Ian, called by God to minister in CBC at this time. To God’s beloved and lovely 

people in Crawley Baptist Church.  God the Father loves you because he loves 

you because he loves you… 

I thank God for you for your faithfulness, for your love of the Lord Jesus, for 

your love of the truth, for your endurance and perseverance in God.  I thank 

God that you live in the light of the hope given you by trusting wholeheartedly 

in God.  I thank God that I see your lives changing.  I thank God for all the acts 

of kindness and love and compassion that are the fruit of your faith.    I thank 

God for your growing in grace and mercy toward one another and other 

people.  I thank God that you see the transforming power of God at work in 

baptisms and in the stories you can tell one another. 

What I pray for you, brothers and sisters, is that you will live lives worthy of 

yours status as children of the king.  I pray that what you come to know about 

God will so transform you that you will be able to face every day and every 

circumstance with an utter confidence that God will be all that He has said He 

will be and do all He has said He will do. 

I pray that you will live with ‘Vital Optimism’ that is a confident expectation 

that an all -powerful God is at work even in this fallen world to redeem it and 

to bring good out of it.  I pray that you will live with the confident expectation 

that this good and powerful God is intimately aware and deeply concerned 

about your life, your future and the role he wants you to play in this world. I 

pray this will mean you can face today and tomorrow with a resilient 

confidence and unshakeable poise, not because things will work out for you, 

but because an all powerful all good God is at work.  I pray that you will live 

with the joy that comes from knowing you are greatly loved in the presence of 

the king!   

Paul wants the believers in Colossae to be able to live lives worthy of their 

calling.  And so he prays for them.  For them to do that, he knows they will 

have confidence in what God has done, what he is doing and what he will do.  

He wants them to grasp the big picture.  He wants them to have a big vision of 

everything that God is.  He wants this because to have a big vision of 

everything God is, makes a difference to the way we live.    

How big is your vision of God? 

To help them see the bigger picture Paul then writes these words: 

 



15 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation. 
16 

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 
17 

He 

is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18 

And he is the 

head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 

among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
19 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
20 

and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 

things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

(Colossians 1 v 15-20) 

In our journey through the book of Joshua we were reminded how much God 

loves His people.  We read in chapter 23 that not one of the Lord’s promises to 

the people failed; every promise was fulfilled.  God had been all He said he 

would be and did all He said he would do. But we were reminded too, that the 

story of God and His people didn’t start in the book of Joshua.   

In the beginning God creates.  In the beginning God creates…..everything. The 

pinnacle of God’s creation is people – people like you and me.  God creates 

because he wants, simply, to share what he has – love and relationship.  He 

longs that the people he has created will participate in all that God already is.  

But love is a choice, and we use that choice against God and our choice 

shatters the relationship God so longs to have. But God’s great dream is to 

build that broken relationship - and so we see the story of God reaching and 

loving and longing and searching and waiting… 

It’s the story that flows through the Old Testament. It’s the story where at 

every point God gives his excellent best to win his people back.  His excellent 

choice of Abraham to be the father of a nation to live as God hoped; His 

excellent rescue from Egypt; His excellent provision in the desert; His excellent 

laws that show, simply, the best way to live.  His excellent provision of land and 

all His promises fulfilled.  

All the way through the stories of the ten plagues, the Red Sea, of the desert, 

of the crossing of the Jordan, the defeat of Jericho, the division of the land - is 

the story of God’s bigger picture: “Come to me, that’s my dream, that’s my 

desire!” 

All the way through the warnings of exile and the consequences of not 

following Him is the story that it’s better with God.  All the way through is the 



story of what God so longs to give. And God gives a garden to enjoy, a nation 

as a light, land to live in – a land flowing with milk and honey! 

When we walked through the difficult and challenging book of Ezekiel, even 

there if we look, the bigger picture of God’s dream rings out loud and clear.  It 

is that God never stops loving, however far his people go.  There is no place 

they can go that is too far for God’s love to reach.  God will, simply, never let 

them go. 

Friends, maybe you simply need to hear this again this morning!  That there is 

no place you can go that is too far for God’s love to reach, and that God has 

not and will not stop loving you.   

God’s greatest proof of his love and the greatest evidence of the bigger picture 

was and is, Jesus. So Paul reminds us that in Jesus we can see it at its best.  

Jesus came to demonstrate God’s great love.   Jesus came that you and I might 

know God and become all the God intended.  Jesus came because, quite 

simply, that is God’s best:  God’s best for God; God’s best for you and me, and 

God’s best for everything he created! 

It is wonderfully true that Jesus left all the glory of heaven to live and die for 

you!  It is wonderfully true that through his death and resurrection you can 

know God’s love for you.  It is wonderfully true that anyone can know God’s 

great love because of Jesus.  

But friends, the whole truth is bigger and better than that!  The bigger and 

better picture is that Jesus came to show God’s love to everything…. 

Absolutely everything!  People matter to God…they absolutely do!  He loves 

them the same way he loves his son Jesus!  And that means you! 

But God loves the whole of his creation. In the same way that one day, one 

fine day, you and I and all followers of Christ will be made perfect…in the same 

way that one day, one fine day, you and I and all followers of Christ will 

become fully what God intended us to be…so it will be true one day, one fine 

day, for the whole of God’s most excellent creation!  And friends, lest we 

forget, that is wonderfully true for those whom we have loved and lost and for 

whom we need not fear!    

Jesus holds all things together – he does that now, right now in these 

moments, and he will bring them all fully together – one fine day!  This deep 

and profound truth means we can look forward, in glorious hope, without fear, 

to God’s bigger and better future. But it also means we can live in that hope 



now!  And just as it is true that there is no place where God’s great and 

magnificent love cannot reach us, it is also true that there is no place where 

God is not. The whole of creation matters to God. God’s great dream is for all 

things, not just some things, to grasp this bigger and better picture – fantastic!  

To live in it…that’s the challenge. 

God longs that we live whole lives, but if we live whole lives, if we live in the 

truth of God’s bigger and better picture, it means we see God’s desire to 

transform all things, not just some things.  So…the bigger and better picture, in 

which we truly live, is that God’s desire is to transform all the places we go!  

God’s majestic creative gift has given us art and music, sport and literature, 

mathematics, science, cosmology, technology, beauty, mystery, 

creativity…God in everything, holding it together! 

So when you go to the playground, the office, the research lab, the art studio, 

the concert hall, the science lab… 

When you read a book, watch a film, recite a poem, paint a picture, 

photograph a friend or a place of outstanding beauty… 

When you bake a cake, enjoy a meal, grow some vegetables, smell a flower… 

When you help a neighbour, talk to someone new, care for a child, sit with an 

elderly relative, hold the hand of someone dying… 

When you go to college, or school, university, or hang on for your distance 

learning school… 

When you worship with others or take a quiet walk on your own… 

When you’re busy organising or when you’re relaxing on holiday… 

When things are easy and when they are dark and hard….God is there – in 

everything! 

Friends, God is on the frontline – whatever you’re frontline happens to be. 

Friends, allow your imagination to feed your heart and soul as you live in the 

magnificent truth of God’s bigger and better picture: that he is the God of 

everything, who longs to transform all that he has made, and that you are a 

wonderful part of all that God is doing, and will do, to bring about the 

transformation that brings his best to everything. 



 

 

Friends, in the light of God’s bigger and better picture let us live lives worthy of 

his glorious gospel. 

Amen 
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