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TO BOLDLY GO! 

Taking Stock 

Joshua is 110 years old and he starts to take stock of his life and what a life, 

what an adventure he has had, time with Moses one of the greats of the Bible, 

being in God’s presence learning to serve faithfully as Moses assistant before 

being commissioned to take the people back to The Promised Land, facing fear 

head on, seeing God fight battles for his community to settling in peace in the 

Promised Land. 

But was Joshua a success or failure as a leader and as a follower of God?  What 

standards would we use - the worlds or God’s? 

How is your life stacking up so far?  Are you just surviving or thriving, bursting 

with life or bumbling through life? 

What are you still hoping for in life?   

 

What dreams do you still have? Maybe its to go sky diving or scuba diving on 

the great barrier reef, to have a book published or write a killer song? 

 

Is it to grow in holiness and intimacy with God to deepen your prayer life, to be 

more kind, loving, patient and self-controlled, to trust that God has a better 

plan for your life, than you can see right now. 

One thing for sure we never follow a boring God! 

The biggest question from chapter 23 is what hopes and dreams are we going 

to inspire in the next generation, in our children and our children’s children? 

A CEO of one of the largest corporations in the world worth billions of dollars  

spends 50% of his time investing in the next generation.  That is a real 

challenge to spend 50% of our time investing in the next generation other 

people our families and friends.  
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God’s Word says we are to encourage one another daily, the spiritual gifts we 

receive are given by the spirit to “build up the Church until we all reach unity in 

the faith”  Ephesians 4  

As Joshua nears the end of his life he has hopes and dreams for the next 

generation to experience the intimacy and depth of relationship with God that 

he had known over his lifetime with God.   

However our hopes and our dreams are fragile, they can be shattered in and 

instant, just remember Ai. A few harsh words, a grade on a piece of paper 

which means you can’t get into your chosen university, a simple action a 

choice made and life seems to stop because we can’t see the way ahead? 

But God always offers hope in him. 

Proverbs 14 v 12 

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick but a longing fulfilled is the tree of life” 

Our hope for this Church is we will be full of joy bursting with life in God. 

Joshua’s hope for his people was the same that they would continue to trust 

God alone and burst with life in the Promised Land.  

Are God’s promises to us any different for Joshua than for you and I today? 

Do we all still face challenges in our lives as Joshua did?  

Joshua was reminded time and time again to be bold and courageous and not 

to be afraid - do we need to hear that same message today? 

So in chapter 23 Joshua makes his address to all the people, to pass on his 

years of wisdom.  

If you were Joshua what would you pass on to the next generation? 

What would you share with someone like Meghann who has not been through 

the journey of Joshua over the last few months, what have you learnt about 

God?  

Response from congregation …    

Reading Joshua 23  
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Ian Duncan Smith resignation letter as Work and Pensions secretary his final 

address was somewhat similar to Joshua’s address. Ian Duncan Smith’s 

resignation sent shockwaves through the cabinet and caused George Osbourne 

to change his budget and will have implications for us all. 

Joshua’s address to the people was to have the same impact.  

In Ian Duncan Smiths letter started   

“I am incredibly proud of the welfare reforms that the government has 

delivered over the last five years. Those reforms have helped to generate 

record rates of employment and in particular a substantial reduction in 

workless households” 

 

However the proposal to cut the disability allowance was a step too far.  The 

line had been crossed, he had been pushed too far and would not compromise 

his integrity and what he believed in. 

 

It struck me - where do I and you draw the line on issues - I could pick so very 

many controversial subjects but in this politically correct world dare we speak 

the truth and hold firm to God’s Word in a society where Christian values and 

principles are being slowly squeezed out of our society?  

 

There will be consequences for this nation in turning away from God as there 

was for Israel in their history when they turned from God and his ways.  

 

In verse 12 Joshua reminds the people, 

 

But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations 

that remain among you and if you intermarry with them and associate with 

them, then you may be sure that the Lord your God will no longer drive 

out these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for 

you, whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this 

good land, which the Lord your God has given you. 

 

Joshua knew that if the people took their eyes off God and valued the things of 

the world more than God; it would spell disaster for the nation; but be careful, 

turning from God is often a subtle process.  
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We are all tempted not to say the right word, to think the wrong thought, 

tempted just to spend a little less time with God each day and little more time 

with the world.  Slowly we drift from God and each other. 

 

God sets out the principles in his word for our very best and Joshua wanted to 

pass this onto the next generation as Moses had passed it on to Joshua.  

 

Firstly the importance of God’s Word. 

 

In Deuteronomy 32 v 46 Moses says to the people and Joshua “Take to heart 

all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may 

command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law”  

 

Joshua in 23v 6 

 

Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of 

Moses, without turning to the right or the left” 

 

Jesus at the end of his “Sermon On The Mount” says we are wise if we put his 

words into practice and we read: 

 

“When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching, because he taught as one who had authority and not as their 

teachers of the law” 

 

God’s laws and values don’t change from one generation to the next it’s just 

how we put them into practice that makes the difference. 

 

Joshua reminds his people in verse 10-11 “one of you routs a thousand 

because the Lord your God fights for you, just as he promised. So be very 

careful to love the Lord your God”. 

 

The bottom line for the Israelites and for you and me - how much do we love 

God? God loves us unconditionally, but how much do we really love God? 

 

Jesus summed up the Law:  Love God and each other. 

 

Joshua says be very careful to love the Lord your God, we are not only to love 

God in our heads and hearts but also to show God’s love in all our actions.     
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You can almost hear Joshua’s hearts cry in verse 14, Joshua says God can be 

trusted. 

 

“Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart 

and soul that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has 

failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed. 

 

The apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians  1:20  

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And 

so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 

 

Joshua pleads with his people to be faithful and to trust God, Joshua did not 

have it easy and neither will we but God reminds us here today, I am faithful 

trust me, put your life in my hands and see if I don’t come through for you. 

 

We need to pass onto the next generation that God is faithful, this building like 

the monuments the Israelites set up along the way, remind the next 

generation that God is faithful. 

 

Have you ever wondered why God gives us things to remember? 

  

It’s to go forward in faith, in new adventures for God.  

 

Joshua in verse 5 reminds the people “The Lord your God will drive them out of 

your way” the Israelites still had places to conquer and so do we to in the 

strength God gives us.   

  

It sounds so easy if God is for us, if God loves us and fulfils all his promises both 

in Joshua time and ours, why can life at times appear such a mess? 

 

It’s because we live in enemy territory, we have the Devil roaming around 

waiting to devour us like a roaring lion. We all have our own weak spots, our 

places of temptation, as Joshua had physical battles to fight we have spiritual 

battles to fight. 

 

Which is why we are called to put on God’s Holy Armour to stand firm Gods  

strength, to stand on God’s Word and through prayer obey God every day. 

 

We need to remember for ourselves that we are in a battle every day the 

difference for us is we have the Holy Spirit, our Counsellor living within us to 
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lead us all into truth, we are under grace and we have the assurance that God’s 

angels are always fighting for us. 

 

As Paul prays for Christians to be strengthened in our innermost beings to have 

a new spirit of Wisdom and revelation.   Wisdom and revelation from God 

show us how we should live our lives in the light of Jesus teachings, in 

fulfilment of the law. 

 

We need the Holy Spirit to help us grow in love, Joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

 

To grow in the Gifts, faith, serving, giving, encouragement, knowledge and 

prophecy as the Holy Spirit leads us.  

 

As Christians we need to mature in both the Word and the Sprit.  

 

Joshua gives his parting words be careful how you love, trust God, remember 

all he has done for you, be careful how you live: 

 

V15 

 

But just as all the good things the Lord your God has promised you have come 

to you, so he will bring on you all the evil things he has threatened, until 

the Lord your God has destroyed you from this good land he has given 

you. 16 If you violate the covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded 

you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the Lord’s anger will 

burn against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land he has given 

you 

 

It’s the same challenge Jesus gives to us today trust in me or you are toast for 

eternity, no second chance in life. 

 

The difference is Joshua could only guide them and implore his people to 

follow Gods ways in the hope that God would be merciful and faithful to his 

people. 

 

Jesus however offers complete assurance of new life a new covenant in him, 

the final price has been paid for each one of us. The Israelites were threatened 

with being whipped and thorns poked into their eyes.  
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Jesus took those treats upon himself, he was whipped,  scourged, beaten 

nailed to a cross, with a crown of thorns pressed down on his head and into his 

eyes and took all our sin and the worlds on his shoulders as an act of love.  

 

In all his pain Jesus simply reaches out and says come just as you are, come 

follow me, come and have new life in me.  

 

All Joshua could do was hope for what Jesus freely offers us all today by his 

grace.  

 

We were reminded at the Family service we are all one body every person 

from the youngest to the oldest has a part to play in building up this Church, 

being good parents, being valuable members of the community and the places 

we work in.  

 

Joshua gathered all the people together and they all received the same 

message. The challenge for us as individuals and as a church is who are we 

building up, investing time with to help build up the next generation willing to 

use their gifts for the kingdom of God.   

 

So how are we going to live this week? Following God’s ways and seeing and 

expecting God to work in our lives, passing on God’s Love to a new generation, 

Or are we going to turn from God and live a life without God following the 

ways of this world? 
 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church by Ian Larkham on Sunday 3
rd

 April 2016 


