
To Boldly Go! 

JUST ANOTHER DAY? 

 

There are some days we will never forget!  Take a moment to talk to the 

person next to you about a day you will always remember.   

Some days we will never forget are personal to us: our wedding day; the birth 

of a child; the death of a loved one perhaps.  Some days are maybe sporting 

moments:  England winning a world cup – football or rugby; a cup final; a game 

that clinched promotion; a Briton winning Wimbledon; the opening of the 

London Olympics.  Some days concern world events: D Day; the first moon 

landing.  Such days are not just another day.  Is what happens in Joshua 

chapter 10 just another day? 

Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had taken Ai and 

totally destroyed it, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho 

and its king, and that the people of Gibeon had made a treaty of peace 

with Israel and had become their allies. 
2 

He and his people were very 

much alarmed at this, because Gibeon was an important city, like one of 

the royal cities; it was larger than Ai, and all its men were good fighters. 
3 

So Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem appealed to Hoham king of Hebron, 

Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish and Debir king of Eglon. 
4 

“Come up and help me attack Gibeon,” he said, “because it has made 

peace with Joshua and the Israelites.” 

5 
Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, 

Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon—joined forces. They moved up with all their 

troops and took up positions against Gibeon and attacked it. 

6 
The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: “Do not 

abandon your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us, 

because all the Amorite kings from the hill country have joined forces 

against us.” 

7 
So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the 

best fighting men. 
8 

The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them; I 



have given them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to 

withstand you.” 

9 
After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. 

10 
The LORD threw them into confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the 

Israelites defeated them completely at Gibeon. Israel pursued them 

along the road going up to Beth Horon and cut them down all the way to 

Azekah and Makkedah. 
11 

As they fled before Israel on the road down 

from Beth Horon to Azekah, the LORD hurled large hailstones down on 

them, and more of them died from the hail than were killed by the 

swords of the Israelites. 

12 
On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to 

the LORD in the presence of Israel: 

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 

    and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.” 
13 

So the sun stood still, 

    and the moon stopped, 

    till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the Book 

of Jashar. 

The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about 

a full day. 
14 

There has never been a day like it before or since, a day 

when the LORD listened to a human being. Surely the LORD was fighting 

for Israel! 

15 
Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the camp at Gilgal. (Joshua 10    

v 1-15) 

Joshua and his fame have spread throughout the land of Canaan.  Jericho and 

Ai have been destroyed by the Israelites and the Gibeonites tricked Joshua into 

a treaty with them so they would not be destroyed.    Joshua’s strategy is to cut 

a swath through the middle of Canaan, from East to West, to split the land in 

two and make a complete conquest of the land that little bit easier. 

The king of Jerusalem now fears the advance of the Israelites so he calls 

together the kings of cities around him together to stop the advance.  Gibeon 

has made a treaty with Israel – a blow to halting Israel since it was a well-

fortified city with a defence force noted for its mighty men.  Probably fearing 



for his safety and seeking revenge on Gibeon for siding with Israel, Adoni Zedek 

and his allies take the fight to the invaders.   

It is a deep spiritual truth that when the people of God follow him and are all, 

together, obedient, there will be opposition.  We like to think that if we follow 

God as we should, then we will live in a perfect world.  I sometimes think a 

mistake too many Christians make is to believe that if I follow God closely my 

life will be good, without setbacks or struggles.  I suggest that the more we 

follow God, the more we will meet opposition.  The truth though, is that there 

is no reason for despair as we shall see in this part of the story.   

The Gibeonites, realising their fate, call on Joshua and Israel to keep their oath 

to them!  Joshua does what all followers of Christ today should do, he does the 

right thing!  Having committed Israel to an oath, he keeps it.  There is a 

wonderful and deep truth that emerges from this tangled situation.  Joshua 

and Israel should never have been in the position to make an oath with the 

Gibeonites, but because they made a mistake and did not seek God they found 

themselves making a compromise.  It was a compromise that had 

consequences both for Joshua and Israel, and for the Gibeonites themselves. 

But God is gracious and he will use a mistake and turn it to victory. 

Friends, God is gracious – it’s not over because we make a mistake!  In the 

words of R.T. Kendall, God is the God of the second chance. And we see in 

Joshua, God is quite capable of meeting you in your mess and transforming it.  

As God did not give up on Joshua and Israel and he will not give up on you!   

So Joshua heeds the call from the Gibeonites and the whole army and all the 

fighting men march to Gibeon.   

Friends, when we are faced with spiritual battles, it is crucial that we follow 

Joshua and do the right thing.  It sounds so easy, but how many Christians fall 

because, quite simply, they didn’t do the right thing?  There is one who’s 

greatest desire is to tempt you from what you know to be right.  It comes in 

many forms: compromise; pragmatism; situational ethics; everybody else is 

doing it; it won’t hurt anyone; no-one will know!  God honours those who walk 

in integrity and truth and who do what is right. 

How are you doing right now? 



So, Joshua and his army march all night to get to Gibeon and mount a surprise 

attack, and now we begin to see what is really going on in this story. 

8 The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them; I have given them 

into your hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand you.” 

God graciously repeats to Joshua what he has already said at the beginning of 

the book.  He tells Joshua not to be afraid, and remember the only reason you 

need to tell someone not to be afraid is because they are!  Following God 

doesn’t mean we won’t, at times, be afraid of what is ahead.  But, and this is 

really good news, we stand with Joshua.  God repeats his promise that he will 

be with Joshua, and that no-one will be able to stand against him.  The truth is, 

God is with us in the same way he was with Joshua. 

How it works out in reality might be very different, but God is as present with 

us as he ever was with Joshua.    When our hearts are fully turned towards 

God, we have nothing to fear!  God has a way of meeting people like you and 

me with promises already given in our moment of pressing need.  Friends, 

most of the time we don’t need to know or hear anything new from God, we 

need old truths, promises already given, applied again to whatever we now 

face.  What promises would God want to remind you of right now? 

You will notice again though, that the reminder of God’s promises is not reason 

for us to do nothing.  Joshua and the army march for a surprise attack.  The 

truth is that when we fully rest on and believe in God’s promises, it energizes 

us into a response!  What we now see, is that God fights with and for his 

people.  Some of us might not sit easily with this, but what we see in the text is 

Yahweh as the Warrior God (V10 & 11).   

There is an interesting difference in some of the translation of these verses.  

The NIV (which I read) has God throwing the Amonites into confusion at the 

start of the battle and raining down hailstones later in the battle and it has the 

Israelites pursuing the Amorites along the road and defeating them 

completely! 

The NASB however, translates it this way: (V10) “And the Lord confounded 

them before Israel, and He slew them with a greater slaughter at Gibeon and 



pursued them by the way of the ascent of Beth-Loron and struck them as far as 

Acekah and Makkedah.”  In other words, God does it all! 

The writer wants us to know that it is God who is doing the fighting!  He writes 

it to Israel: “You must not miss this Israel: it was God who was fighting for you 

on that day!  It was God who won a great and terrible victory!  It was God who 

went before and kept his promises.  It was God who was, in fact, able to take 

your mistake, and bring you a victory that would have been otherwise 

impossible.  It is God who is able to resist and defeat your enemies.  And Israel, 

make no mistake, what you must remember is, you are on his side!” 

Friends, however hard we might find it today, we make God less when we lose 

sight of him as a warrior God.   

What was Jesus doing on the cross?  Certainly one of the things that he was 

doing was defeating evil. Jesus himself said: “Or again, how can anyone enter a 

strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the 

strong man?  Then he can plunder his house.”  (Mathew 12 v 29) 

One of the things Jesus is saying here is that the defeat of the evil one comes 

with the coming of God’s kingdom.  Jesus brought the kingdom of God, so his 

earthly life was about the defeat of the evil one.  So Jesus earthly life, his death 

and resurrection was the fight against the evil one and all he can do and he’s 

still fighting!  At the final judgement, Satan’s defeat will be final! And now: 

“You are always fighting for us, heaven’s angels all around.  My delight is found 

in knowing that you wear the victor’s crown.  You’re my help and my defender; 

you’re my Saviour and my friend; by your grace I live and breathe to worship 

you.” 

He is your warrior God, fighting for you every step of the way.  How are you 

going to respond to that truth? 

The text that follows tells of something wholly extraordinary.  We are told that 

in the presence of Israel, Joshua prayed.  We are told he prayed that the sun 

and moon would stop moving so that the day of battle could be lengthened to 

win a mighty victory.  There is much debate among scholars and Christians and 

non-believers about this text!  One view is that the day was lengthened so the 

battle could be more easily won and finished in one day!  Another is that it is 



the night that was lengthened to cover the surprise attack of Joshua in the 

dark! Another is that nothing actually happened to the sun and the moon – it’s 

a way of saying the battle was so decisive it appeared to have been fought over 

an extra-long day! 

My view: if there is no miracle in the Christian story then there is no Christian 

story at all!!  Whether it was a longer day or a longer night seems to me less 

important than that God’s miraculous hand intervened in the affairs of his 

people.  If miracles don’t happen, there is no truth to the story of the cross and 

resurrection. 

Max Lucado writes: 

The cross prepares us for eternity. 

If there is no cross of Christ, then there is no truth to Christ. 

To remove the cross is to remove the linchpin from the door of hope. 

If there is no cross, then there is no sacrifice for sin. 

If there is no sacrifice for sin, how will you face a holy God, will you 

cleanse your own sin? 

If there is no cross, then there is no resurrection 

If there is no resurrection, how will you live again? 

If there is no miracle, we have nothing! 

 

And this story teaches us that God is quite capable of intervening in the world 

in miraculous ways.  Friends, that is the sole reason we are able to come and to 

pray for Tina, and for Sue and for everyone else we lift before God.  That’s why 

we do not lose hope in a hopeless situation.  That’s why we don’t give up when 

nothing seems to change.  That’s why we trust with our whole heart in the God 

who is always fighting for us.  That’s why we follow him above everything.  

That’s why we say, “I will trust and not be afraid.”  This was not just another 

day friends.  There has never been another day like it!  And most incredibly in 

this story we are told that God listened to a human being! 

Friends, perhaps the greater miracle in this story is not that God is able to 

intervene, but that he would listen to someone just like you and me!  I wonder 

if Joshua had grasped something about the nature and presence of God that 

we often miss, so much so that he asked God for a bold miracle in the hearing 

of the people of Israel. 



Perhaps he realised that without God he was lost. But what he did was he 

stood on the promises he’d been given and he trusted them wholeheartedly!  

We see how far God is prepared to go to heed the prayers of his people, 

prayed in faith in accordance with his promises.  He will bend his omnipotence 

to fight for his own when they are in his will, doing his work, seeking his 

greater glory, however strong the opposition may be and however 

extraordinary the exercise of his providence may be! 

And that, friends, is enough!  Enough to worship him, enough to follow him, 

enough to seek him and enough to obey him.  With God it’s never just another 

day! 
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