
TO BOLDLY GO! 

FACING THE TRUTH 

Joshua chapter 6 ends on a high doesn’t it?  Joshua’s fame spreads throughout 

the land as a leader. Joshua must have been on a high: the Israelites have just 

defeated, quite emphatically, the stronghold of Jericho!  The people 

themselves must have been on a high too, surely!  They must have thought 

that to defeat Jericho was going to be more of a battle than turned out to be 

the case.  They must have been revelling in the fact that they didn’t even have 

to fight for the city, and they must have been anticipating moving on into the 

land now Jericho was out of the way.  Perhaps, by now, Joshua and the people 

were really beginning to think possessing the land was truly possible, and the 

people must be thinking they have a leader fit for the job – one in whom 

victory was coming! 

It must have been an extraordinary time to be in the camp of the Israelites, 

don’t you think?  There are times in our lives when we experience something 

similar aren’t there?  I think last Sunday was one such moment for me!  Seeing 

this community literally “Bursting with life” over a meal, was absolutely 

fantastic – it really was.  To read some of the messages posted about this 

community and how you are so pleased to be part of it, was wonderful.  

There’s not much better for a leader to witness what I saw and heard last 

Sunday!  I do really, genuinely believe something spiritually significant was 

happening and I think it’s something to do with the truth about our Vision 

Statement, that God’s desire is that He longs to see this community “Bursting 

with Life!” 

Joshua chapter 7 does not in any way deny what happened in chapter 6. God 

was mightily and miraculously at work in chapter 6 – He was.  What happens in 

chapter 7 does not necessarily follow chapter 6. The events of chapter 7 are 

certainly not what God wants or desires, and there is no reason why they have 

to happen at all….apart from the truth that people are part of the story.  The 

truth of chapter 7 is that it stands as a warning to the generations that follow, 

the people of Israel. That means it stands as a warning to us, and I think it is 

especially true of this community, right here, and right now.  I for one at least 



have begun to realise our vision “Bursting with Life” may already be happening 

in the life of this church. 

Achan’s Sin 

 But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan 

son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, 

took some of them. So the LORD’s anger burned against Israel.  (Joshua 7 

v 1) 

God won a stunning victory for his people when the walls of Jericho came 

down. Although the people didn’t have to fight, there was a battle raging that 

day, and it’s a battle that still rages today because it was the battle that was 

raging in the hearts of the people of Israel.  It’s the battle that rages in your 

heart and mine today.  It’s the battle to keep trusting God and to keep doing 

what he says.  The rest of Joshua chapter 7 reveals that this was a battle that 

one man, Achan, spectacularly lost…and it had extremely serious 

consequences, not only for him, but also for his entire family. 

How’s your heart this morning? 

2 
Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to 

the east of Bethel, and told them, “Go up and spy out the region.” So the 

men went up and spied out Ai. 

3 
When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all the army will have to 

go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not 

weary the whole army, for only a few people live there.” 
4 

So about 

three thousand went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, 
5 

who 

killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city 

gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At 

this the hearts of the people melted in fear and became like water. 

6 
Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before 

the ark of the LORD, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did 

the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. 
7 

And Joshua said, “Alas, 

Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to 

deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had 

been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! 
8 

Pardon your 

servant, Lord. What can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its 



enemies? 
9 

The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear 

about this and they will surround us and wipe out our name from the 

earth. What then will you do for your own great name?” 

10 
The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your 

face? 
11 

Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I 

commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; 

they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own 

possessions. 
12 

That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their 

enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made 

liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy 

whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 

13 
“Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in 

preparation for tomorrow; for this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 

says: There are devoted things among you, Israel. You cannot stand 

against your enemies until you remove them. 

14 
“‘In the morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe the LORD 

chooses shall come forward clan by clan; the clan the LORD chooses shall 

come forward family by family; and the family the LORD chooses shall 

come forward man by man. 
15 

Whoever is caught with the devoted 

things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him. He 

has violated the covenant of the LORD and has done an outrageous thing 

in Israel!’” 

16 
Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and 

Judah was chosen. 
17 

The clans of Judah came forward, and the Zerahites 

were chosen. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, 

and Zimri was chosen. 
18 

Joshua had his family come forward man by 

man, and Achan son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the 

tribe of Judah, was chosen. 

19 
Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of 

Israel, and honor him. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from 

me.” 

20 
Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of 

Israel. This is what I have done: 
21 

When I saw in the plunder a beautiful 

robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold 



weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in 

the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 

22 
So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, 

hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath. 
23 

They took the things 

from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread 

them out before the LORD. 

24 
Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the 

silver, the robe, the gold bar, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys 

and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. 
25 

Joshua 

said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring 

trouble on you today.” 

Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they 

burned them. 
26 

Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which 

remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. 

Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since. 

(Joshua 7 v 2-26) 

As we read the tragic events of chapter 7 we must realise that we know what 

Joshua did not!  We are told in verse 1 what’s happened so we can make sense 

of what comes next!  What is happening in this chapter is about holiness.  

Holiness is really the Godness of God – what makes him God and what makes 

Him different to every other thing in creation.  For us, holiness really means 

being on God’s side, and so doing things his way.  Not to do things his way, not 

to be on his side, is to live in rebellion against God.  God does not have 

favourites – this is true for all people, in all times!    To live in rebellion means 

to face God’s judgement and, that is what is happening here in chapter 7 of 

Joshua.  God has told the people of Israel how to live, how to be on his side.  

But there is rebellion in the camp and the choice is made from the battle that 

rages in the heart!   

God made it clear in chapter 6 what the people were to do with the spoils of 

Jericho.  They were to be devoted to the Lord, and they were not for the 

people.  God had also made clear the consequences of keeping for themselves 

what was to be exclusively for God.  If Achan takes for himself what belongs 

exclusively to God then, the truth is, he will face judgement!  God had also 

made it clear that the people were in this together – remember they were all, 



together, obedient.  The truth was that the whole nation was responsible 

before God.  That is why what Achan did would have such devastating 

consequences. 

Facing the truth of chapter 7 is to realise what Israel will be like if God is no 

longer with them!  The truth is, that without God, Israel is very human and very 

vulnerable.  What do you suppose, in truth, this community of God’s people 

we call CBC, will be like if we choose to live in rebellion?  What do you 

suppose, in truth, this community of God’s people, we call CBC will be like if we 

choose to make God the hero of the story that emerges?   

So…Joshua sends a small army to attack the Ai but they are defeated, 

humiliatingly so!  Verse 5 describes that “the hearts of the people melted and 

became like water.”  Now it’s Israel’s turn to be like the people of Jericho had 

been, back in chapter 2.  Israel has gone from being on a high at the end of 

chapter 6 to being extremely low by the middle of chapter 7.  There is, in Israel, 

at this point, a sense of helplessness.   

Ever been there? 

Truth is there isn’t one of us, if we’re honest, who hasn’t experienced a lack of 

confidence in our spiritual lives because of our disobedience or unfaithfulness 

before God.  And, facing the truth, we must be honest before God if we don’t 

want to stay there!   

How’s your heart? 

Joshua is devastated by the news about Ai. This was not how it was supposed 

to go.  The people were supposed to be going in to take the land – especially 

after the defeat of Jericho.  Joshua’s response shows that Joshua is struggling 

with what God is doing here!  Lots of ‘why’ questions: “Why did you bring us 

here anyway?  Why this defeat?  Why don’t you honour your own name?  Why 

me?” 

Ever done that? 

I suspect it’s very common among the people of God when things don’t turn 

out the way we thought they should, or the way we hoped.  And, the point of 

our questioning is that we tend to think that God is, in most part, to blame for 



our defeat!  Joshua’s instinct is a really good one!  To pour out our heart 

before God, is in truth, probably the best thing we can do when things are 

tough.  Joshua has completely misunderstood what is really going on, but… and 

it is a really important but, he has given God room to move!   

Friends, perhaps the most important thing we can do when things are tough 

and we don’t understand what’s going on is to throw ourselves flat on our face 

before God and give him room to become the hero of the story!  When Joshua 

did that, things began to change!  Change comes about when Joshua has the 

courage to face the truth.  The truth, God makes clear, is sin.  

Friends, what this story does teach is that Achan had sinned and that was the 

reason for the defeat of Israel at Ai.  What this story does not teach is that 

when things go wrong, it is always because of a person’s sin.  Remember Job? 

– he was blameless!  Achan, however, was not blameless.  Achan had lost the 

battle that raged in his heart.    

When he went in to take Jericho with all of Israel, he’d seen a beautiful 

Babylonian garment that he loved; he’d seen two hundred shekels of silver and 

he’d seen a wedge of pure gold.  Achan had then been confronted with a 

choice: he could take them to Joshua which would bring glory to God and bring 

well-being to the people, or he could keep them for himself which would make 

him happy.  He chose to hide them and keep them for himself; he chose not to 

honour God; he chose not to be on God’s side; he chose not to let God be the 

hero of the story.  He chose not to turn his heart towards God.  In making his 

choice, he shatters the relationship of trust and obedience between himself 

and God, and between Israel and God.  In the verses that tell the story he has 

ample opportunity to repent - but he chooses to remain silent – perhaps 

hoping he might still get away with what he’s done.  Only when God reveals 

the truth and he is confronted with it, does he admit what he’s done! The 

tragedy is all the worse, because he knows the consequences will involve his 

entire family. 

Friends, how’s your heart? 

Far better to face the truth and repent for God is endlessly gracious when 

someone repents. And just as God so desperately wanted the best for his 

people Israel, he so wants the best for us today.    That is why he is always 



ready to confront us with the truth, and that is why Joshua chapter 7 is given 

to us today. 

So….how’s your heart? 

Friends, as your minister, as your leader, I really, honestly believe CBC is on the 

verge of the new!  I long to see this community bursting with life! I do believe 

it is what God wants and desires because God is the God of the new and he is 

the one who brings and breathes life! 

The truth we must face is that God is looking for those whose hearts are 

turned towards him.  He is looking for a people who are holy – who choose to 

be on his side and who choose to follow him in all things, and there God is able 

to bestow his blessing and bring life. 

WESLEY COVENANT PRAYER 

I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering; 

Let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

Exalted for you, or brought low for you; 

Let me be full, 

Let me be empty, 

Let me have all things, 

Let me have nothing: 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 

To your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

You are mine and I am yours.  So be it. 



And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 

Amen 
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