
ROUND CHURCH 

LOVE WINS!!!! 

 

To the Church in Philadelphia 

7 
“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of 

David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can 

open. 
8 

I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door 

that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have 

kept my word and have not denied my name. 
9 

I will make those who are 

of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, 

but are liars—I will make them come and fall down at your feet and 

acknowledge that I have loved you. 10 
Since you have kept my command 

to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is 

going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. 

11 
I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take 

your crown. 
12 

The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple 

of my God. Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name 

of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 

which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write 

on them my new name. 
13 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches.  (Revelation 3 v 7-13) 

What strikes you about what Jesus has to say to the church in Philadelphia? 

Well – it appears that there is nothing wrong with the church!  There is nothing 

in this church about which Jesus says, as he does in all the others, apart from 

Smyrna, that he has something against them.  This is quite a statement about 

the church: Jesus has no complaint, nothing against them! 

Think about that for a moment! 

Think about what kind of church must this have been.  Jesus, walking in and 

among this church, has nothing against them: 

 



- Nothing against their passion 

- Nothing against their love 

- Nothing against their faith 

- Nothing against their relationships 

- Nothing against their commitment 

- Nothing against their service 

- Nothing against their witness 

- Nothing against their lifestyle. 

How much do you think Jesus would hold this view of CBC today?  How are we 

doing friends?  How’s our heart? 

Philadelphia was founded by a ruler called Atilus who named it as a tribute to 

his brother.  William Penn, who founded Pennsylvania, also named a town as a 

tribute to his brother: he founded Philadelphia.  Why did they choose to name 

these towns Philadelphia?  Because in Greek the name means, “Brotherly 

Love,” literally “love of brother”. 

It seems the church in Philadelphia lived up to the name.  Maybe…speculation 

on my part…because they lived up to the name and demonstrated brotherly 

love…is the very reason Jesus has nothing against them.  Now there’s a 

challenging thought! 

How are we doing?  How are you doing? 

The church in Philadelphia was not without its challenges though. According to 

the text they have little strength. It seems too, from the text, that they were 

getting a bit of a rough ride from the local Jews.  This is what is referred to in 

verse 9 – those of the synagogue of Satan are the local Jews. These people 

claimed to be, but were not, Jews! Racially, culturally and ceremonially, they 

were Jews, but spiritually they were not!! They claimed they were the true 

church, but they had rejected Jesus as the Messiah.  

There is trouble coming. Jesus tells the church that because they have endured 

patiently, when trouble comes he will hold onto them.  Truth is friends, trouble 

come to us all, and when trouble comes everything depends on whether we 

are holding onto Christ.  If we are holding onto him before trouble comes, he 

will hold onto us in our trouble.  If we are not anchored in Christ, when trouble 

strikes we can be like a ship tossed on the waves of the storm. 

How are you doing? 



There is a wonderful promise here for those who hold on!  The promise is that 

those who hold on will be a pillar in the Temple of God.  In Philadelphia, along 

the main street was a series of pillars on which were written the names of 

citizens the Emperor wanted to honour.  To have a pillar with your name 

written on it was to be greatly honoured. 

Friends, the promise is, that God honours those who hold to him!  You are 

greatly honoured now as you hold on in your trouble, and you will be among 

those greatly honoured in the new Jerusalem, with thousands of other 

warriors who, like you, choose to hold onto Jesus! 

We could almost stop there, but there is something really important we can 

learn from what Jesus says to the church in Philadelphia.  Verse 8: “I know your 

deeds.  See I have placed before you an open door that no-one can shut.”  

Philadelphia was a town that was a gateway from West to East.  Five main 

roads converged in Philadelphia from the West, and from Philadelphia they go 

out into the East.  Philadelphia had been built as a missionary town for Greek 

culture. It was there to spread the Greek language and culture and the East 

and what is modern day Turkey.  It was a lunch pad to spread Greek philosophy 

to those in the East, and it worked!   

The church in Philadelphia had an extraordinary God given opportunity, they 

had an open door!  They had an open door to salvation: he loved them 

because he loved them because he loved them….. 

There were others in Philadelphia trying to tell them God didn’t love them, but 

Jesus says to them that by his death on the cross he has opened a door that 

no-one can shut, and that he loves them because he loves them…. 

Friends, Jesus himself has opened a door for you that no-one can shut!  He 

loves you because he loves you because he loves you….  Don’t let anyone ever 

tell you that you are not good enough, or strong enough, or clever enough, or 

rich enough, or wise enough, or lovely enough for Jesus himself to welcome 

you into this kingdom.  There stands a door before you that is the door to life.  

It is a door that is always open to you.  There is nothing that God longs for 

more than for you to walk through the open door.  It’s where your biggest and 

best adventure begins! 

The church in Philadelphia has an open door before them: they have an 

opportunity to reach out to places far beyond Philadelphia. They are located in 

a strategic place – the gateway to most of the ancient world!  They stand at the 



cross roads and they can spread the word, the truth about the door Jesus has 

opened. 

In truth they have little strength; they are a small church; they are not the 

most influential; they don’t have outstanding leaders; they don’t have unusual 

talents; they are not in the premier league of the mega church.  They are 

ordinary followers of Jesus.  But Jesus says, “Go – there is an open door before 

you!  Go through it and I’ll meet you along the way!” We must never 

underestimate the power of walking through an open door that God has 

placed before us!  

I am becoming convinced that we, as a church, have an open door before us!  

It is the open door of this lovely building.  When small groups did the vision 

building exercise recently, the building came up a lot as a major area of church 

life!   

In 2014 we had some 40 outside groups (that’s groups that are not church 

groups) using this building!  It could be that an open door before us is that we 

are a centripetal church!  That means that lots of people are coming to us.  Our 

challenge, increasingly is, how do we engage with them?  How do we put 

before them the truth of the open door of Jesus’s love for them? 

I’m wondering if this isn’t a significant challenge out of the New Vision.  We 

offer now, a fantastic welcome to outside groups – we really do.  We know 

that because they tell us!  Well done to Clare, Ian, the Rainbow Lounge Team 

and those who welcome those people and groups into this building.  I think the 

open door is – how can we do it better?  As leaders we are thinking and 

praying about that – maybe you could too.  

I just read a book based around the idea of the open door that God places 

before us!  It describes an open door as symbolic of “boundless opportunities 

of unlimited chances to do something worthwhile; of grand openings into new 

and unknown adventures of significant living; of heretofore unimagined 

chances to do good, to make our lives count for eternity.” 
1
 

Friends, an open door is the great adventure of life because it means the 

possibility of being useful to God.  In his book John Ortberg notes four things 

about God and open doors. 

                                                           
1
 Gerald Hawthorne quoted in Ortberg J “All the Places to Go,”  Tyndale 2015 page 5. 



First, God can open a door for anybody!  Jesus says to the church in 

Philadelphia, “I know that you have little strength.” But He places before them 

an open door.  Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress when God placed 

before him an open door.  Gideon questioned what God was doing, because he 

thought God was doing nothing, and then told him he was too weak, the 

weakest, in fact. He asked for proof with his fleece, not once but twice.  It took 

him time, but Gideon walked through an open door and won extraordinary 

victory for the people of God.  If God can open a door for Gideon, why not for 

you? 

Second, God can open a door in any circumstance!  Entrepreneurs apparently 

excel in something researches call “opportunity alertness.” They see the same 

circumstances as everyone else, but notice and search out opportunities 

others have overlooked.  Perhaps there is something of a kind of “divine 

opportunity alertness” we can cultivate. 

It could be that opportunity isn’t about a new place, but finding a new 

opportunity in an old place.  In the Bible, open doors never exist just for the 

sake of the person it is set before, it always involves a blessing for others.  

Open doors in the bible are not a guarantee about the future, but invite you on 

an adventure. 

The ability to recognise open doors, the possibilities that he sets before us in 

every moment, and in any circumstance, has to be learned, and it brings the 

possibility of God’s presence and power into the present, in any situation you 

may face.  To find out what’s on the other side of an open door, you have to go 

through the door. 

Third, God can open doors very quietly.  One of God’s most frustrating 

characteristics is that God mostly doesn’t tell us which door to go through!  

There may be a number of open doors before me, and I have to choose which 

one to go through.  Sometimes there is a clear call to go through a particular 

door, but mostly it’s a struggle to know which way to go!  Maybe it’s the 

struggle that’s important, more than which open door. 

Maybe in struggling to choose which door, there is a refining in my heart and 

mind and character that makes me more like Jesus.  Maybe it tests motives 

and dreams and brings the chooser closer to God’s!  Very rarely will God come 

to someone to tell them to stay!  Almost never does God interrupt someone 

and ask them to remain in comfort, or safety, or familiarity!  Open doors 



require us to go through them. Open doors aren’t just about any opportunity, 

they’re about opportunities provided by God, to act with God, and for God.   

The church in Philadelphia stands before an opened door – that is significant.  

This is John’s way of saying that this is evidence of God at work!   Abraham was 

offered an opened door to he knew not where!  And the whole of the rest of 

the story hinges on the words “So Abraham went.” (Genesis 12 v 4)   

Fourth, God can use a Wrong Door to shape a right heart.  How’s your heart, 

friends?  In the New Testament James says if anyone lacks wisdom, he should 

ask God for some. He doesn’t say we should ask which door to go through, but 

for the tools to choose wisely.  God’s primary will for your life is not your 

achievements; it’s the person you become! 

What he most desires is that you become a magnificent person in his image, 

that you have the character of Jesus. And there are no circumstances that 

prevent that.  God places before us open doors and he wants us to do the 

choosing because it makes us grow and mature.  He mostly wants us to decide! 

It means a different way of looking at God and myself. I no longer need to live 

under the tyranny of the perfect choice: God loves adventure and opportunity 

and I don’t need to be paralysed by the worry of failure!  God can use even 

“wrong doors” if I go through it with the right heart! 

The challenge is to cultivate a heart that can embrace the open doors that we 

find every day - to live life to the full as we follow where Jesus leads.  “See, I 

have placed before you an open door that no-one can shut.” Revelation 3 v 8 

When we walk through God’s opened doors – Love Wins! 

How about you?  How will you respond to the open door God has placed 

before you?  
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