
ANCIENT PATHS 

GOD’S MYSTERIOUS WAYS 

 

Here’s what the sons of Korah wrote about the city of Jerusalem when they set 

out to describe it: “It is beautiful in its loftiness, the joy of the whole earth, like 

the utmost heights of Zaphon is Mount Zion, the city of the Great King (Psalm 

48 v 2)  The NKJV translates it this way:  “Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the 

whole earth, is Mount Zion on the sides of the north, the city of the Great 

King.!   

The land of Canaan was God’s gift to his people, a land described as “a land 

flowing with milk and honey.” (Exodus 33 v 3) God had graciously given them a 

land, a home and he dwelt with them in His Holy city of Jerusalem.  But Ezekiel 

is about to tell them that the city will be destroyed and ravaged.  This would 

have been devastating to the Jews who are already in exile in Babylon. 

As if being in exile is not already enough to bear, now they will be told their 

city of national identity Jerusalem will be lost, its people killed or scattered and 

their land taken over!  And yet…and yet… this was all that God had given them 

and in generations past had promised them!  It all seems to be going so 

disastrously wrong!  How on earth do we read and understand what is coming 

next in Ezekiel?   

Well… I think it might be a little bit like the challenge we had in Job when 

finally God spoke.  “Then He spoke to Job out of the storm.  He said:  “Who is 

this who obscures my plans with words without knowledge?””  We can read 

this as an angry reproof if we want to: God angry at Job and letting him know!  

Or we can read it as a loving invitation because he goes on to show Job the 

kind of God he is by showing him the universe to help Job understand what he 

simply doesn’t understand.  He says Job, this is the kind of God I am! 

I think it’s very important for us to read Ezekiel in a similar way. What is 

coming in Ezekiel is really, really challenging and we need to remind ourselves 

of who God is and what’s going on or we will read it the wrong way!  God has 

chosen the people of Israel, the smallest, least significant people to be his own. 



He has loved them, wooed them, helped them, guided them, healed them, 

protected them, rescued them and encouraged them.  His grace in choosing 

them came before his loving laws designed to bring the best out of them – 

here is the best way to live!  In Psalm 103 David wrote words that remind us 

what God is like: 

By David. 

1 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

With all that is within me, praise his holy name! 
2 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

Do not forget all his kind deeds! 
3 

He is the one who forgives all your sins, 

who heals all your diseases, 
4 

who delivers your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with his loyal love and compassion, 
5 

who satisfies your life with good things, 

so your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
6 

The LORD does what is fair, 

and executes justice for all the oppressed. 
7 

The LORD revealed his faithful acts to Moses, 

his deeds to the Israelites. 
8 

The LORD is compassionate and merciful; 

he is patient and demonstrates great loyal love. 
9 

He does not always accuse, 

and does not stay angry. 
10 

He does not deal with us as our sins deserve; 

he does not repay us as our misdeeds deserve. 
11 

For as the skies are high above the earth, 

so his loyal love towers over his faithful followers. 
12 

As far as the eastern horizon is from the west, 

so he removes the guilt of our rebellious actions from us. 
13 

As a father has compassion on his children, 

so the LORD has compassion on his faithful followers. 
14 

For he knows what we are made of; 

he realizes we are made of clay. 
15 

A person’s life is like grass. 

Like a flower in the field it flourishes, 
16 

but when the hot wind blows by, it disappears, 

and one can no longer even spot the place where it once grew. 



17 
But the LORD continually shows loyal love to his faithful followers, 

and is faithful to their descendants, 
18 

to those who keep his covenant, 

who are careful to obey his commands. 
19 

The LORD has established his throne in heaven; 

his kingdom extends over everything. 
20 

Praise the LORD, you angels of his, 

you powerful warriors who carry out his decrees 

and obey his orders! 
21 

Praise the LORD, all you warriors of his, 

you servants of his who carry out his desires! 
22 

Praise the LORD, all that he has made, 

in all the regions of his kingdom! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! Psalm 103 (NET version) 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. (NIV 

translation verse 8) He loves because he loves because he loves…. He can’t 

love any more tomorrow than he does today!   He didn’t love more yesterday 

than today!  God’s love cannot be earned… it quite simply abounds: “But the 

Lord continually shows loyal love to his faithful followers, and is faithful to 

their descendants, to those who keep his covenant, who are careful to obey his 

commands.” (v17-18)  Or, as the NIV puts it: “From everlasting to everlasting 

the Lord’s love is with those who fear him and his righteousness with their 

children’s children, with those who keep his covenant of love and remember to 

obey his precepts.”  

To live under the covenant is to live under God’s blessing but to live outside 

the covenant means that God’s love requires him sometimes to take his hand 

of blessing off his people. And when God takes his hand of love and blessing 

off, the consequence is disaster as the people of Ezekiel’s day are about to find 

out!  So what now follows is the consequence of people living outside the 

covenant and God taking his hand off. 

Paul writes in Romans 2 v 4 that it is God’s kindness that leads us to 

repentance. But when we live without reference to God or his kindness it can 

lead us to reap the consequences when God takes his hand off. 

How are you living friends? 

 



Ok… Ready? 

Siege of Jerusalem Symbolized 

4 “Now, son of man, take a block of clay, put it in front of you and draw 

the city of Jerusalem on it. 
2 

Then lay siege to it: Erect siege works 

against it, build a ramp up to it, set up camps against it and put battering 

rams around it. 
3 

Then take an iron pan, place it as an iron wall between 

you and the city and turn your face toward it. It will be under siege, and 

you shall besiege it. This will be a sign to the people of Israel. 

4 
“Then lie on your left side and put the sin of the people of Israel upon 

yourself. You are to bear their sin for the number of days you lie on your 

side. 
5 

I have assigned you the same number of days as the years of their 

sin. So for 390 days you will bear the sin of the people of Israel. 

6 
“After you have finished this, lie down again, this time on your right 

side, and bear the sin of the people of Judah. I have assigned you 40 

days, a day for each year. 
7 

Turn your face toward the siege of Jerusalem 

and with bared arm prophesy against her. 
8 

I will tie you up with ropes so 

that you cannot turn from one side to the other until you have finished 

the days of your siege. 

9 
“Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and spelt; put them in 

a storage jar and use them to make bread for yourself. You are to eat it 

during the 390 days you lie on your side. 
10 

Weigh out twenty shekels of 

food to eat each day and eat it at set times. 
11 

Also measure out a sixth 

of a hin of water and drink it at set times. 
12 

Eat the food as you would a 

loaf of barley bread; bake it in the sight of the people, using human 

excrement for fuel.” 
13 

The LORD said, “In this way the people of Israel will 

eat defiled food among the nations where I will drive them.” 

14 
Then I said, “Not so, Sovereign LORD! I have never defiled myself. From 

my youth until now I have never eaten anything found dead or torn by 

wild animals. No impure meat has ever entered my mouth.” 

15 
“Very well,” he said, “I will let you bake your bread over cow dung 

instead of human excrement.” 

16 
He then said to me: “Son of man, I am about to cut off the food supply 

in Jerusalem. The people will eat rationed food in anxiety and drink 

rationed water in despair, 
17 

for food and water will be scarce. They will 



be appalled at the sight of each other and will waste away because of 

their sin.  Ezekiel 4 1-16 

God speaks…although you’ll notice that Ezekiel actually said nothing to the 

people.  God told Ezekiel in chapter 3 v 26 that he wouldn’t be able to speak, 

he would be dumb!  And so Ezekiel acts out God’s message here and in chapter 

5!  Perhaps what’s going on is that the people have become so hard of heart 

that they no longer listen when God speaks to them so God creatively finds 

new and alternative methods of communication. Remember God is desperate 

that his people hear him, and listen to him… because life is better with God. 

How’s your heart,  friends?  What would God need to do for you to listen and 

hear what he wants to say?  Friends, keep your heart soft…its better that way! 

So Ezekiel builds out of bricks and sand what is clearly a model of Jerusalem 

surrounded by military camps!  The meaning was obvious, he was telling the 

people their troubles were far from over and that the worst was yet to come.  

He gets an iron pan, places it between himself and the model and then lies on 

his side facing the scene.  He lies on his left side for 390 days, and then on his 

right for 40 days.   

The message was simple:  God has been patient with his people for a long, long 

time, but they have rejected his loving kindness, and now he will remove his 

hand and Jerusalem will fall – completely.  The 390 probably refers to the time 

from Solomon’s son Rehaboam and the 40 to their wanderings in the 

wilderness. And now they will face the consequences of living without 

reference to God. 

Ezekiel is told to eat only starvation rations each day, which he must cook over 

human excrement!  He strongly objects because as a priest he would 

meticulously follow the rules on food and ceremonial purity and to cook food 

that way would be unthinkable! God lowers the bar! Sometimes the Jews 

cooked on fires of straw and cow dung, so Ezekiel is told he can do that here.  

The point though, is clear and powerful: the fallen city would suffer terrible 

starvation and all manner of human indignities.  What had been given to the 

people as a blessing would become a place of scarcity and hunger! 

This is a tragedy! 

God’s Razor of Judgment 



5 “Now, son of man, take a sharp sword and use it as a barber’s razor to 

shave your head and your beard. Then take a set of scales and divide up 

the hair. 
2 

When the days of your siege come to an end, burn a third of 

the hair inside the city. Take a third and strike it with the sword all 

around the city. And scatter a third to the wind. For I will pursue them 

with drawn sword. 
3 

But take a few hairs and tuck them away in the folds 

of your garment. 
4 

Again, take a few of these and throw them into the 

fire and burn them up. A fire will spread from there to all Israel.  Ezekiel 

5 v 1-4 

Ezekiel’s first action sermon is about Jerusalem, and this second one is about 

the consequences for the people.    Ezekiel takes a knife, shaves his head and 

divides up his hair into three piles.  He burns one pile; he cuts up the second 

with his knife and throws the third pile up in the air to be blown away by the 

wind.  He does, though, keep a few strands of hair from the third pile and puts 

them in his pocket!  Of these hairs he throws some in the fire to burn!   

To shave your head and beard was a sign of suffering and mourning.  It would 

have shocked the people to see a priest do this in the manner Ezekiel did – 

there were laws governing how a priest would do this!  It would certainly have 

got people’s attention.  The message: This is how God himself feels about what 

will happen to Jerusalem and his people.  He feels utter sorrow and 

mourning…. Because he loves them… and he knows life is better with him. 

How about you?  What does God feel as he looks upon you, now, today?  How 

would he respond to the way you live?  He longs for us to know that life is 

better with him. 

The truth God is giving through Ezekiel, is that a third of the people would 

perish in the city from famine or pestilence, a third would be cut down outside 

the city, slain by the Babylonian army and a third would be taken as exiles or 

scattered among the Gentiles, apart from a  small number who God would 

keep – a remnant. 

Friends, there’s always a remnant because God never, never gives up on his 

people.  God’s love and his work never come to an end…however bad it gets.  

He’s always looking, hoping, loving, waiting, expecting, dreaming, because he 

knows that life is better with him. 

In the rest of Chapter 5, God makes it clear that his people, Israel, had huge 

privilege, but with that comes responsibility.  God had chosen them to be light 



to the Gentiles and his presence was with them, but they had taken that for 

granted, and that could not go on: you cannot be God’s people and ignore 

God!  Neither can we friends!  We cannot claim to be God’s people and live 

lives that ignore God or take him for granted.  

How are you doing?  

Could it be, that God would rather be unrepresented, than misrepresented?  

Misrepresenting God in the way we live may mean he takes his hands off! 

Doom for the Mountains of Israel 

6 The word of the LORD came to me: 
2 

“Son of man, set your face against 

the mountains of Israel; prophesy against them.”  Ezekiel 6 v 1 + 2 

This time Ezekiel speaks God’s words!  God has promised them and given them 

a land flowing with milk and honey and God had blessed the land. When they 

conquered the land after crossing the Jordan they were told to remove 

worship shrines to other gods.  For a while they did that, but now they are 

engaging in illicit worship which is particularly displeasing to God.  The people 

were, in truth, worshipping other gods!  They were using things that were 

human creations to worship God!  The message is clear: God will do whatever 

it takes to safeguard the clear presentation of who he is! 

Friends, we must be very careful to present God as he really is and to make 

sure that the way we live, and what we do present the truth about who he 

really is!  If the whole of our life is our act of worship then the truth of who 

God is must be in every part of who we are, how we behave and how we live 

our lives.   

How are you doing?  Do you have any high places that need to come down? 

Four times in this chapter we read: “You will know that I am the Lord” and 

that’s because it’s really, really, important! 

The End Has Come 

7 The word of the LORD came to me: 
2 

“Son of man, this is what the 

Sovereign LORD says to the land of Israel: 

“‘The end! The end has come 

     upon the four corners of the land! ( Ezekiel 7 v 1 + 2.) 



Time has run out!  The time has come when love must be tough.  God had 

warned and been patient for so long, but now he must remove his hand.  It is 

better for God to dispense judgement on the unrepentant, than for the 

unrepentant to think God doesn’t care.   But even as God speaks to his people, 

by the very act of telling them what is coming, he is giving them another 

opportunity for repentance.   Such is the nature of God! 

I speak a lot about God’s love, deliberately and rightly so, but in chapter 7 we 

see a name for God we would do well to remember.  “Then you will know that 

it is I the Lord who strikes the blow.” (v 9) This is Jehova Makkeh: The one who 

provides and protects is the one who is about to strike!  Friends, we must 

understand God in his fullness to live well…and when we do life, it is better 

with God! 

What is predicted in chapter 7 is that there will be total disintegration of 

everything they hold dear.  What they had trusted would fold up and 

disappear.  What had been a delight would become unpleasant or irrelevant 

and what had filled their thinking and captured their attention would be 

useless in their hour of real trouble.  It is a devastating image of the 

consequences of presuming on God’s mercy! 

In the words of a song I used to listen to when I was younger “Grace is not a 

place to wipe your feet!”  The tragedy of these chapters is that it doesn’t have 

to be this way!  But…but…friends, the truth about God is always the truth 

about God.  We desperately need to understand who God is in his fullness so 

that we can live well….for it is absolutely and eternally true that life is better 

with God. 

It is also absolutely and eternally true that grace is not a place to wipe your 

feet!  It is also absolutely and eternally true that when God takes his hand off 

there are devastating consequences, but it is also absolutely, eternally and 

wonderfully true that God wants to speak: to speak to his people – to speak to 

you!   He wants to speak to those who are, at the moment, outside his people. 

He loves, and waits and hopes that his loving kindness will lead to 

repentance…because he knows more fully than we will ever grasp, that life is 

better with God! 
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