
ANCIENT PATHS 

THE STRANGE WAYS OF GOD! 

We’ve all had the experience I’m sure, at some point in life, of feeling totally 

out of our depth in a situation.  For a minute talk to the people next to you 

about a time you felt totally out of your depth. 

Ezekiel has just had a Vision of God. His response was to fall face down on the 

ground.  He is overwhelmed and probably feeling totally out of his depth.  An 

encounter with the living God has left Ezekiel powerless in the grip of his own 

inadequacy and unworthiness.   

This Vision given to Ezekiel was so powerful that Jewish Rabbis refused to allow 

anyone under 30 to read the account of it!  Presumably they thought it would 

be too much for the sensitive spirits of their young people!  Perhaps a 

challenge for us is to recover some of the sense of the overwhelming nature of 

God. When was the last time you felt overwhelmed and out of your depth in 

the presence of God?   

What Ezekiel sees in this vision is really important to him in the situation he is 

in – exile. What he sees is:  “The appearance of the likeness of the glory of the 

Lord.” 

We noted last week that one of the problems Ezekiel had was to write down 

what he saw, and as the vision goes on so it seems he becomes more vague in 

his description.  So when he says, “The appearance of the likeness” he is being 

really quite vague. But there is nothing vague about the glory of the Lord!  

Ezekiel knew exactly what he was seeing even if he struggled to write it down. 

The Hebrew word for glory means literally, “weight” or “worthiness.” The idea 

behind this meaning was that if a person had anything of worth they would 

make it obvious, and the more substance or weight they demonstrate the 

more worthy they are.  The modern equivalent would probably be in the idea 

of people having status symbols. 

What is happening in this vision, put a little more simply, is that God is making 

himself known!  When Ezekiel recognises what God is really like, or how 



worthy he is, he falls, face down in wonder!  That God wants to make himself 

known, is not new here.  God has made himself known to a fledgling nation 

through his wonderful Ten Commandment which, as we saw when we studied 

them, show us much about the kind of God he is – who he really is. He did it 

with a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire by day and by night, as a continual 

demonstration of his glorious presence.  If you skip ahead, Jesus prays that he 

would glorify the Father and the Father would glorify him. It’s the last thing he 

prays before he’s arrested, tried and sentenced to be crucified, as recorded in 

John’s Gospel.  His prayer is that the Father would make him known, and he 

would make the Father known.  All the way through the story of God with his 

people, God wants to make himself known.  He wants His glory, to be seen by 

men, so they know who He really it’s and here again in the simple but 

profound truth in the message Ezekiel will bring. 

 The people of God so often forget what God is really like. We so often forget 

the glory of God – His worthiness. God himself resists every attempt of ours to 

lose sight of His glory.  He does everything to help us remember – even to the 

point of giving us a service we call communion. 

Ezekiel’s message was to say, that to forget or overlook the glory of God is to 

invite disaster, but to return to an attitude of personal acknowledgement of 

the Lord in all His majestic glory, is to open the door to a life filled with that 

glory!  Or put simply: Life is better with God. 

So, how are you doing? 

Friends, it would be a tragedy if we, here, were to lose the sense of the glory of 

the Lord. It would be a tragedy if we, here, were to forget what God is really 

like as we come to worship Him and as we seek to follow Him. 

You will have realised if you are regularly here, that our latest Vision Statement 

has come to an end: “By 2015 we will naturally be radical followers of Christ, 

Caught up in Him, Enjoying each other, Transforming communities and then 

some…”  We need as a church to seek again a new vision for the next part of 

our journey together.  

 We looked at our values again before Christmas deliberately so we can think 

again about how, who we are, informs what we do! 



Vision is much more than simply what we do, or what we will do.  Vision is 

about which direction we will walk, and what we walk towards!  If we are to 

know that, and then do it, we need God’s help.  What we need is a Vision of 

God, a fresh Vision of God.  One of the reasons for meeting together on a 

Wednesday morning between 7am – 8am is to receive a fresh Vision of God 

among us.  Any vision we have for the next steps on our journey, comes from 

who God really is! 

We ask and seek the glory of the Lord to be in this place!  We ask and seek the 

glory of the Lord to be in this community!  Friends, even now, be praying, be 

seeking God for a fresh Vision of Himself – His glory so that we might discover 

a new Vision of what God has for us here.  When we see God in his glory and 

become aware of who he is, we become aware of our own inadequacy.  Ezekiel 

is on the floor, face down, struggling to come to terms with what he has just 

seen.  God has no intention of leaving him there…and now He draws close and 

speaks to him! 

Friends, that is the nature of God: at once too much for us to really 

comprehend, but at the same time the one who speaks to people just like you 

and me!  The best understanding of who God really is, is the one that holds His 

glory and His closeness in tension.   

God’s first words to Ezekiel in chapter 2 v 1 are: “Son of Man!”  These words 

are used over 90 times in Ezekiel and only once elsewhere in the whole of the 

Old Testament. In Ezekiel it refers to Ezekiel’s humanness – he was at the same 

time frail but no pushover!  When God speaks, he is extraordinarily vulnerable 

– which he would not be allowed to forget!!  Yet his name Ezekiel means, “God 

strengthens!” God is reminding him that on his own Ezekiel is ‘son of man’ but 

with the Lord he is ‘God strengthens.’   

Friends, how much do we need to hear that today?  How much do you need to 

hear that today?  What is coming is God is going to use Ezekiel in his own 

purposes.  God is choosing to use a frail, vulnerable, overwhelmed, son of man 

to do his work. And here comes a hugely powerful moment in the book of 

Ezekiel.  Having watched Ezekiel fall flat on his face in the desert, God now tells 

him to stand on his feet!  Chapter 2 v 1: He said to me: “Son of Man, stand up 

on your feet and I will speak to you.” 



The appearance of God caused Ezekiel to fall to the ground; the word of God 

raised him to his feet!  God both put Ezekiel down and raised him up.  Friends, 

this is the mystery of the strange ways of God: those who humble themselves, 

He exalts; those who die are resurrected; those who submit are freed; those 

who are weak become strong.  So very hard for us humans to learn. But 

friends, if you have come to the end of yourself, that is, in truth, a very good 

place to be!  There is a time to be face down in the dust…and there is a time to 

stand up and be ready!   

God both commands Ezekiel to stand, and then helps him to stand. 

As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I 

heard him speaking to me. (Ezekiel 2 v 2) 

God is going to give Ezekiel the extraordinarily difficult task of being a prophet 

to his people, but God is not just going to command him to go, he is going to 

help him as he goes. 

Friends, the only valid response to the command of God is obedience.  

Responding to the command of God requires an act of the will. Responding to 

God’s command, or God’s call always requires an act of the will.  Friends, what 

has God called or commanded you to do?  How are you responding?  I suspect 

common responses are: ‘I can’t do that!’ ‘That’s not me!’ ‘I have nothing to 

offer!’  If God did not think you able to carry out his call on your life, or did not 

think you capable of following his command, do you think he would call you or 

command you to do it in the first place? 

Remember, as Ezekiel has already been reminded, that God is the one who 

created…everything….including you and me…. and Ezekiel!  Ezekiel stood by an 

act of the will, but also because the Spirit helped him.  Ezekiel does not call him 

the Holy Spirit here, but we can legitimately understand the Spirit to be the 

Holy Spirit!  God promises that he will help, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

those he calls! 

The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.  (1Thessalonians 5 v    

24) 

For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. (Philippians 2 v 13) 



Friends, is God commanding you to stand up on your feet in some area of life?  

If he is, then be assured of this – he will equip you and help you.  You, of 

course, must choose the ancient path of obedience, but he will meet you along 

the way, by the power and indwelling of his Holy Spirit. 

Following the Ancient Path and following God always involves our will (or 

choice) and God himself by his Holy Spirit.   

How are you doing, living the fruit of the spirit?  How are you doing in love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control?  

This is the fruit of the Spirit.  Jesus commands us to love one another: “This is 

my command that you love one another.” (John 15 v 12)   Yet love is a fruit of 

the Spirit!  It is our responsibility to love, but God helps us to love!  This is how 

it is with all the fruits of the spirit – there is a command and there is fruit. 

This is how it is too, as we are obedient to God’s commands when he calls us, 

when he tells us to stand up on our feet, when we choose the ancient path.  It 

is our responsibility to obey, and he helps us and gives us the strength by his 

Holy Spirit. 

Ezekiel was commanded to stand when he could not, but as he obeyed the 

command, he found the strength available.  Friends, God still speaks to those 

who follow him.  How much are you ready to listen?   

We’ve spent two sermons on the first part of the story of Ezekiel; we have ten 

more on the next 47 chapters!  This first chapter and these 2 verses though, 

are so important for everything that follows, and it’s so important for 

understanding God’s ways with his people! 

Ezekiel has seen a Vision of God, been flat on his face in the dust, but is now in 

much better shape!  He is now standing tall before the Lord. He now stands in 

the power of the spirit. He is the same man, but a different man because he 

has met with God.  His vision of God has stopped him, strengthened him, 

stretched him and satisfied him, and God is now able to send him. 

Friends, how about us: as a church; wherever you are? 

         Amen 
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