
Whatever it takes! 

FOR THEIR SAKE! 

How true do you think these quotes are? 

 “Christians are so busy dividing, that they have no time to multiply.” 

“No matter how well things are going (in church) there will always be 

someone complaining.” 

“The most basic cause of most inharmonious relationships is the 

tendency to impose our values on other people.” 

How are you doing?  How are we doing? 

What do you think God is passionate about?  In twos and threes discuss what 

you think God might be passionate about! 

1 
How good and pleasant it is 

when God’s people live together in unity!                                                        
2 

It is like precious oil poured on the head, 

running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaron’s beard, 

down on the collar of his robe. 
3 

It is as if the dew of Hermon 

were falling on Mount Zion. 

For there the LORD bestows his blessing, 

even life forevermore.  (Psalm 133) 

So… what might God be passionate about?  Perhaps it is unity.  It certainly 

seems that David, writer of Psalm 133 is excited about unit and perhaps David 

is someone who knows a bit about unity…or the absence of unity! 

With Jonathan, David had known brotherly unity – a deep bond between the 

two of them that was stronger than friendship. But David had suffered too 

where there was a rupture of brotherly unity: his own brothers poured scorn 

on him as he went to visit them; his father-in-law pursuing him intent on killing 

him; his own son trying to take his throne and drive him away! 



For most of his life David lived with an absence of brotherly unity, but perhaps 

it was the times when he had experienced it, that made him write the words of 

Psalm 133.  Unity among brothers, was for David, something to be desired, and 

in Psalm 133 he compares this kind of unity to anointing oil poured over 

Aaron’s head in his priestly consecration, and he compares it to dew on Mount 

Hermon, and imagines that falling on Mount Zion.   

The anointing of a priest, especially Israel’s first priest, Aaron, was a thing of 

great wisdom and solemn wonder. The dew on Mount Hermon was a feat of 

nature. Every night, after the withering heat of the day, the earth was restored 

to a pristine lushness!  Perhaps the point David makes is that unity compares 

with the best the religious world can offer, and the best the natural world has 

to offer! 

But, he also says something more than that. “For there the Lord bestows his 

blessing, even life evermore.”  Unity is like heaven – it is a prelude to eternity!  

Unity is the fullness of God’s shalom.  In David’s imagery, it is Mount Zion here 

and now, the everlasting in the everyday.  Or, to use a phrase we’ve used 

before: it is the extraordinary in the ordinary!  When people live in unity, that’s 

a piece of heaven right here on earth – here and now!  

 So…what is God passionate about?  Ok…So what is Jesus passionate about? 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:“Father, the 

hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 
2 

For you 

granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all 

those you have given him. 
3 

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
4 

I have 

brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 
5 

And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with 

you before the world began 
6 

“I have revealed you to those whom you 

gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and 

they have obeyed your word. 
7 

Now they know that everything you have 

given me comes from you. 
8 

For I gave them the words you gave me and 

they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and 

they believed that you sent me. 
9 

I pray for them. I am not praying for 

the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 
10 

All I 

have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me 

through them. 
11 

I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in 



the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the 

power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as 

we are one. 
12 

While I was with them, I protected them and kept them 

safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one 

doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 

“I am 

coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 

that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 
14 

I have 

given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of 

the world any more than I am of the world. 
15 

My prayer is not that you 

take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
16 

They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
17 

Sanctify them by 

the truth; your word is truth. 
18 

As you sent me into the world, I have 

sent them into the world. 
19 

For them I sanctify myself, that they too may 

be truly sanctified. 
20 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for 

those who will believe in me through their message, 
21 

that all of them 

may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also 

be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
22 

I have 

given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 

one— 
23 

I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 

complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have 

loved them even as you have loved me. 
24 

“Father, I want those you have 

given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you 

have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
25 

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, 

and they know that you have sent me. 
26 

I have made you known to 

them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you 

have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” (John 17 

v 1 - 26) 

This prayer of Jesus is the prayer of someone whose mission on earth is almost 

complete and it reveals the passion that Jesus holds in his heart.  So what is his 

passion? Is it evangelism? No! Is it church growth?  No! Is it revival? No! It is 

unity among his people! 

God’s passion and Jesus’ passion, the passion of Father and Son is unity among 

God’s people!  Now that’s a bit of a challenge to us isn’t it?  Truth be told.  The 

thing Jesus prayed about as he prepared to walk to the cross – was unity 

among people like you and me, and I for one, find that extremely challenging.   



Look at the words he uses in this prayer: I, you, me, them, they, your, mine, 

we, us.   168 pronouns in 26 verses!  6 per verse!  The prayer breathes intimacy 

– fellowship. In this prayer Jesus links himself with the Father 42 times. He links 

us, you and me, the people of God, to the Father or the Son, 42 times. 

I/you/those,  they/yours,  you/them/me,   I/them,  they/you/me. 

Now here’s the thing – we are being invited to participate in the same quality 

of relationship that Jesus enjoys with the Father and the Spirit, and this is not 

just between us and God, but between one another!  Let’s just pause and re-

cap here: Jesus prays that we might participate in the same quality of 

relationship that he and the Father and the Spirit already enjoy – with God and 

with one another! 

The triune God is not meant to be a cosmic example of how relationships 

should be. We are invited to join in – participate – live in the same way as the 

relationship in God!!  And what does that mean?  Well maybe it means we 

can’t get away with taking the attitude: “well, obviously God’s perfect so his 

relationships will be, but we’re not perfect, so ours won’t be.” But maybe it 

also means that when we live in unity it’s a little bit of heaven on earth!  That’s 

what Jesus prays for. That’s what David saw! 

When we live like this, it really is heaven on earth.  The relationship in God, 

Father, Son and Spirit, always works out of a glorious, cooperative, united 

relationship.  Some words that go some way to describing that kind of 

relationship: love, devotion, loyalty, affection, support, integrity, co-operation, 

harmony, commitment, honour, trust, transparency, interdependence, joy, 

security. 

When we ask the question, “Why did God create anything at all?”  here is the 

answer!  God created to share what he had out of love, that we might enjoy 

what he already enjoys!  Where there is unity, there is heaven on earth!  Are 

you feeling a little bit challenged?  I certainly am! 

We talk a lot about equality today don’t we?  We have to have equal 

opportunities policies everywhere today. That’s not necessarily a bad thing, 

but interestingly the Bible doesn’t really talk about equality at all!   That’s 

because there is something that’s better than equality!  The Bible talks about 

oneness – unity!  To be equal to you I have to be as smart as you, as strong as 



you, as kind as you, as gifted as you.  But oneness, unity, presumes that we are 

different.  To be one with you, I have to accept your gift of otherness – to 

accept that we are in fact not equal, but different! 

I can be weak, when you are strong – that’s oneness. In oneness my life can 

complement yours, and yours mine!  We strive for equality, but equality is 

actually inherently competitive.  With equality the scales have to be exactly 

even…and if they are not?!  Equality was the false dream of communism which 

turned into one of the most unworkable and deadliest social experiments in 

history! 

Oneness, in contrast, is intrinsically co-operative: we don’t have to be equal 

because we compliment one another!  Here, it seems to me, is the real 

challenge in all this: God’s passion, the passion of Jesus is unity, because 

nothing releases the kingdom of God better than unity!  Perhaps another way 

of saying it would be that unity among the people of God is the best showcase 

of God’s kingdom, because it is a little bit of heaven on earth! When it is lived 

and played out before a broken world it has the powerful potential for others 

to want in!  Another way of saying it: God the Father and Jesus are not just 

passionate about unity for the sake of the people of God, but for the sake of 

the world!   

Paul, writing to the church in Ephesus echoes this and provides more 

challenge! In chapter 4 verse 3, Paul tells us to: “Make every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  Notice unity, oneness requires 

effort!  Paul writes this for a very important reason. Back in chapter 2 of 

Ephesians he’s talked about the fact that Jesus’ death and resurrection has 

torn down what divides people, and now everyone has open access to God. 

And then he writes this: 

14 
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 

destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 
15 

by setting aside in 

his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to 

create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 
16 

and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, 

by which he put to death their hostility. 
17 

He came and preached peace 



to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 
18 

For 

through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. (Ephesians 2) 

 

Here it seems is a huge challenge: he seems to suggest that unity with others 

comes before reconciliation with God. Or to put it another way, in order for 

someone who is far away from God to be reconciled with God, they must first 

be brought into unity with someone near to God.  Or, to put it more plainly 

still, no one outside the kingdom of God will believe in Jesus until someone 

inside the kingdom of God treats them like a brother or sister! In its simplest 

form: people come to faith through relationship with believers.   

So, here’s the rub: if we can’t live lives of unity, how will God be able to speak 

through us!  When we live in unity, it’s a little bit of heaven on earth through 

which God can speak to others and others will want in!  Friends, we don’t need 

sameness in the church, we need oneness – we need unity!   

So how are we doing?  We should make every effort towards unity, not just for 

our sake, but for their sake: our friends, our families, our work colleagues, our 

neighbours.  To live in unity is to live as though there was no dividing wall of 

hostility between us, or between us and anyone we know! 

We treat others not with judgement, but acceptance. We do it in the in 

between places, and the dirty becomes clean. And unity within the church is 

the heart of our appeal.  Living reconciled lives with other believers is what 

gives a strong and powerful message to a broken and divided world.  We can’t 

invite people to it, when we are not living it, and yet, when it is present among 

us, it really is a little bit of heaven on earth! 

So, how are we doing?  How are you doing? 

I wonder of we could live like the person to whom this letter is written what 

difference it might make, both in church and for those outside it: 

You know, when we met, I began to discover a new vulnerability, a warmth 

and a lack of pretence that impressed me.  I saw in you a thriving spirit – no 

signs of internal stagnation anywhere.  I could tell you were a growing person  

and I liked that.  I saw you had strong self-esteem, not based on the fluff of 



self-help books, but on something a whole lot deeper.  I saw that you lived by 

convictions and priorities and not just by convenience, selfish pleasure, and 

financial gain.  And I had never met anyone like that before. 

I felt a depth of love and concern as you listened to me and didn’t judge me.  

You tried to understand me, you sympathised and you celebrated with me, you 

demonstrated kindness and generosity – and not just to me, but to other 

people, as well. 

And you stood for something.  You were willing to go against the grain of 

society and follow what you believed to be true, no matter what people said, 

and no matter how much it cost you.  And for those reasons and a whole host 

of others, I found myself really wanting what you had.   

Now I’ve become a Christian, I wanted to write to tell you I’m grateful beyond 

words for how you lived out your Christian life in front of me. 
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