
Whatever it takes! 

THE POWER OF EVERYBODY. 

Our vision statement says: By 2015 CBC will naturally be radical followers of 

Christ: Caught up in Him; Enjoying each other; Transforming communities; And 

then some…… 

How are we doing? 

In order to walk towards this Vision we have, what we call, thrusts – there are 

three of them.  In each thrust we have some things we think we will do in 

order to help us walk towards the Vision.   

One thrust is: ‘Rooted and Established’:  We will be kingdom people who live 

balanced lives at home, work and church and are growing in faith and 

maturity.  A second is: ‘Wholeheartedly together’: We will be kingdom people 

who fully embrace community and are able to celebrate variety in order to 

serve one another authentically.  The third is: ‘Lights on a hill’: We will be 

kingdom people whose lives shine in the darkness and are attractive to others 

because God’s light and love can be seen in all we do helping them to find 

faith. 

How are we doing? 

It seems to me that if we are going to do this well and walk towards our Vision, 

it’s going to take everybody to be part of it.  So…how are we doing?  How are 

you doing?  It also seems to me that the power of everybody together living 

this way is that Vision becomes reality!  Now wouldn’t that be good?  Would 

you agree with me that our Vision Statement is really about people coming to 

faith through the community of the church? 

Let me read to you from Zechariah chapter 8 – just one verse at this point! 

23 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “In those days ten people from all 

languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his 

robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is 

with you.’ 



I think that verse is absolutely fantastic – look at what it says!!  It says, that 

people outside the community of the people of God want to be part of that 

community because they have heard that God is there in the community!  And 

how does that happen?  Well – it doesn’t say they’ve been invited, coerced, or 

dragged – they came because they heard!  What they heard, what they saw, 

was something attractive that they are somehow missing and are desperate to 

be part of!!  They are so desperate, they are hanging onto the coat tails of 

believers pleading to join them!  What is going on here?  Simple – they have 

seen the power of everybody! 

When the people of God live well as the people of God, and God dwells in the 

community, others want in!  When the truth of the gospel is not simply lived, 

but embodied by the community of God’s people – people want in!  Isn’t this 

the Vision of this church – written maybe in different words but meaning 

exactly the same thing?  Isn’t this what you want…. What we want?  Isn’t the 

Vision of this church to be a community that is so magnetic, so contagious, so 

full of life, and God so obviously present among us that people clamour to join 

us?  Isn’t our Vision that instead of us having to do the telling that this is a 

great place to be, people outside this church are telling one another because 

they’ve heard about us? 

So how does this happen?  Verse 23 says it will happen “in those days” those 

days refers back to the beginning of the chapter.   

Zechariah 8  

The word of the LORD Almighty came to me. 

2 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “I am very jealous for Zion; I am 

burning with jealousy for her.” 

3 
This is what the LORD says: “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. 

Then Jerusalem will be called the Faithful City, and the mountain of the 

LORD Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain.” 

In those days refers to the time when God dwells with his people – with a 

specific community. When God dwells in a community things change and 

others are irresistibly drawn in.  Zechariah chapter 8 is a description of what 



happens in, and to, and through, a community when God dwells at the centre.  

How are we doing?   

When God dwells at the centre, things get renamed. “Jerusalem will be called 

the City of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord Almighty will be called the Holy 

Mountain.”  These are names that are given naturally out of the experience 

people have.  How do you think people describe this church, both the physical 

building and community of the people?  Thing is, people outside the church 

have a view of what church is like don’t they?   

As I was waiting in the reception area for the bridal party at a wedding, I heard 

the best comment ever about someone’s view of church. The mother of the 

bride walked past me (not knowing who I was) and stood and looked around. 

She then said, in a rather loud voice: “Oh, It’s not as bad as I thought it was 

going to be!”  Brilliant!  Whatever her view of church was – this building wasn’t 

it!  It’s a move to renaming church! 

What about those who bump into the people in the building?  We often get 

comments about how welcomed people feel as they use this building during 

the week.  When God dwells in a community that kind of thing happens more 

and more and more, and people who come in see the qualities of God himself 

and they begin to rename church as a place - this is a good place to be. 

Let’s pray for a renaming by those who have contact with this building because 

God dwells in this community. 

4 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Once again men and women of 

ripe old age will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each of them with cane in 

hand because of their age. 
5 

The city streets will be filled with boys and 

girls playing there.” 

When God dwells in a community there is a breaking down of generational 

walls.  Interestingly it’s the first thing that happens in the community where 

God dwells: the healing of the generations!  How are we doing?  What 

evidence is there that God dwells here?  We are so privileged to have a multi- 

generational church!  This is a good church. I for one am reaping the benefits 

of faithful generations who have gone before us.  Truth is we need each other!  

The truth is that each generation blesses the others!  All the way through the 



story of the people of God is the blessing of future generations. It comes in the 

covenant, it comes as those dying bless those who will take up the mantle, it 

comes in the law.  One of the saddest parts of the story of God’s people is 

when the nation of Israel split into two kingdoms; the kingdom of Israel and 

the kingdom of Judah. 

Rehoboam, Solomon’s son and successor refused to listen to the advice of his 

elderly and now wise advisors, but he listened instead to his young advisors 

saying what he wanted to hear.  The result was a divided kingdom one that 

would never be reunited.  Solomon in contrast began as an extraordinarily wise 

man who ended his life a fool.  But when God dwells in a community young 

and old love and respect each other.  Young and old live in the shelter of one 

another.  So…How are we doing? 

To those who are older: how much do you want to be a blessing to those who 

are younger?  To those who are younger: how much do you want to be a 

blessing to those who are older?  When God truly dwells in a community, each 

generation blesses the others, and maybe the church becomes the centre of 

the healing of the generations.   How are we doing? 

7 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “I will save my people from the 

countries of the east and the west. 
8 

I will bring them back to live in 

Jerusalem; they will be my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to 

them as their God.” 

Interestingly it seems that before those outside the church come in, the 

prodigals begin to return!  When God dwells in a community those who have 

drifted away begin to reconnect.  The primary gift that the community of the 

people of God give to others is that of forgiveness and reconciliation.  People 

know where to come to come home!  People know where to come to 

experience healing and wholeness. 

Jesus said that if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another.  How are we doing?  How are you doing?  I have told you 

before, I will preach only that of which I am convinced.  Truth is, right now, this 

is painful to preach, there are some things about fellowship that right now 

cause me deep pain.  That, I know for some of you, is true too.  My best guess 

is that is probably true for more than I know about here today.  So the 



question is, if we are to walk in the light, the truth, and so enjoy fellowship, 

what response do I need to make?  How are you doing?  How are we doing? 

A reconciled community is one where God dwells and others begin to find their 

way home. 

9 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Now hear these words, ‘Let your 

hands be strong so that the temple may be built.’ This is also what the 

prophets said who were present when the foundation was laid for the 

house of the LORD Almighty. 
10 

Before that time there were no wages for 

people or hire for animals. No one could go about their business safely 

because of their enemies, since I had turned everyone against their 

neighbour. 
11 

But now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as I 

did in the past,” declares the LORD Almighty. 

12 
“The seed will grow well, the vine will yield its fruit, the ground will 

produce its crops, and the heavens will drop their dew. I will give all 

these things as an inheritance to the remnant of this people. 
13 

Just as 

you, Judah and Israel, have been a curse among the nations, so I will 

save you, and you will be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands 

be strong.” 

When God dwells in a community all things are restored. Here the promise is 

for religion, commerce, land and favour with the nations to be restored.  I’m 

wondering if Sally’s testimony of what she witnessed in Malawi isn’t a 

wonderful example of this.  When God’s people live faithful lives, and when 

God dwells with them, he blesses them in ways we sometimes are not able to 

imagine.  Our responsibility is to live faithfully so that God can bless the wider 

community. 

14 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Just as I had determined to bring 

disaster on you and showed no pity when your ancestors angered me,” 

says the LORD Almighty, 
15 

“so now I have determined to do good again to 

Jerusalem and Judah. Do not be afraid. 
16 

These are the things you are to 

do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment 

in your courts; 
17 

do not plot evil against each other, and do not love to 

swear falsely. I hate all this,” declares the LORD. 



Here in these verses God gives us something to do!  It is to speak the truth and 

to deal with one another justly and honestly!  We learnt from Esther that God 

can work, and does work, when we are at our best and when we are at our 

worst.  But his desire is not to override our worst efforts, but to use us in 

building his kingdom – as we learnt last week.  One of the most crucial ways 

we do God’s work is to act justly and to speak truthfully!  How are you doing?  

How are we doing? 

18 
The word of the LORD Almighty came to me. 

19 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “The fasts of the fourth, fifth, 

seventh and tenth months will become joyful and glad occasions and 

happy festivals for Judah. Therefore love truth and peace. 

When God dwells at the centre of a community, worship becomes a joy! When 

God dwells at the centre of a community we have a desire to learn and grow.  

When God dwells at the centre of a community, the discipline of prayer and 

study become meaningful and rewarding. When God dwells at the centre of a 

community we want to throw off everything that hinders us. When God dwells 

at the centre of a community the people give generously. 

So…How are we doing? 

Have you ever wondered as to the point of all these things worship, learning, 

growing, praying, studying, giving, persevering?  It is simply to move us closer 

to God and to where he wants us to be: held to his heartbeat!  How are you 

doing?  How are we doing?  When God dwells in the heart of a community, 

there is a spiritual transformation and when we are transformed, others will be 

too! 

20 
This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Many peoples and the 

inhabitants of many cities will yet come,
 21

 and the inhabitants of one 

city will go to another and say, ‘Let us go at once to entreat the Lord and 

seek the Lord Almighty. I myself am going.’
 22

 And many peoples and 

powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the Lord Almighty and 

to entreat him.” 



The good news of the gospel is for everyone. The flags, I hope, remind us of 

this truth.  The gospel welcomes everyone from wherever they come.  May 

God bring people of all nations to himself because he dwells in this community. 

23 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “In those days ten people from all 

languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his 

robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is 

with you.’” 

Friends, I think there’s a similarity between our Vision Statement and 

Zechariah chapter 8, because both are about a transformed community where 

God dwells making a difference to the lives of those outside the church.  I long 

for people to be coming here because they have heard that God dwells in this 

community: a community that lives the truth of the gospel; a community which 

is the power of everybody committed to a vision that holds them and captures 

them.  So how are we doing?  How are you doing? 
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