
Whatever it takes 

COUCH POTATOES? 

This morning we’re going to do things a little differently.  I’m going to read you 

two very familiar stories and ask you to think about them. 

Ok, here’s the first one. 

Mathew 25 

The Parable of the Bags of Gold 

14 
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants 

and entrusted his wealth to them. 
15 

To one he gave five bags of gold, to 

another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. 

Then he went on his journey. 
16 

The man who had received five bags of 

gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 
17 

So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 
18 

But the man 

who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. 

19 
“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled 

accounts with them. 
20 

The man who had received five bags of gold 

brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five 

bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 

21 
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 

been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 

Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 

22 
“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 

entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 

23 
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 

been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 

Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 

24 
“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he 

said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not 

sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
25 

So I was 



afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what 

belongs to you.’ 

26 
“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I 

harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered 

seed? 
27 

Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the 

bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with 

interest. 

28 
“‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten 

bags. 
29 

For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an 

abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken 

from them. 
30 

And throw that worthless servant outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

We probably know this story as the parable of the talents.  I have a question 

for you to discuss with the people around you:  “What is the main point of the 

story?”  Take a few moments to discuss what you think together.  Ok – now 

let’s have some answers…… 

Here’s the second story. 

Luke 15 

The Parable of the Lost Son 

11 
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 

12 
The younger 

one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he 

divided his property between them. 

13 
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off 

for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
14 

After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 

country, and he began to be in need. 
15 

So he went and hired himself out 

to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
16 

He 

longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 

one gave him anything. 

17 
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 
18 

I will set 

out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and against you. 
19 

I am no longer worthy to be called 



your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 
20 

So he got up and 

went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 

and kissed him. 

21 
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

22 
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put 

it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23 

Bring the 

fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
24 

For this son of 

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 

began to celebrate. 

25 
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 

house, he heard music and dancing. 
26 

So he called one of the servants 

and asked him what was going on. 
27 

‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, 

‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back 

safe and sound.’ 

28 
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 

went out and pleaded with him. 
29 

But he answered his father, ‘Look! All 

these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. 

Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 

friends. 
30 

But when this son of yours who has squandered your property 

with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

31 
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 

have is yours. 
32 

But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this 

brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 

We probably know this as the parable of the prodigal son.  I want you to 

discuss the same question of this story “What is the main point of the story?”  

Take a few moments to discuss it with the people around you.  Ok – now let’s 

have some answers! 

Now that we have got your brains working, here’s the real question I want you 

to discuss: “When you put these stories together, what shocking conclusion 

might you come to about how God views what we do with what he gives us?”  

Take a moment to discuss this with the people around you.  Ok – any answers? 



Here’s a thought: in the story the servant who does nothing with what he’s 

given is thrown into darkness, while in the other story, the son who loses 

everything he’s been given gets a welcome home party!  Could it be that God 

loves it when we take huge risks in putting to use what he’s given us?  Certainly 

seems to be what the first story, the parable of the talents suggests. It’s not 

that the servant had no talents, but that he did nothing with them that so 

angers his master!   

Could it be that He doesn’t really mind when we get it badly wrong and lose 

everything he’s given us? It certainly seems to be what the second story 

suggests. And we might come to a shocking conclusion: Could it be that God 

would rather we waste what he’s given us than do nothing with it? 

When we read these two stories together, it certainly seems possible:  God 

would rather we took huge risks than do nothing, even when we lose it all! So 

how are you living?   

I have another question I want you to discuss: “What do you think is the 

difference between the first two servants and the third servant?  So…any 

answers?  My answer… their theology! 

It’s theology because what they do, or don’t do hinges on what they think of 

the master!  Two of the servants see the master has been extravagant and 

generous and want to work with him.  The third thinks the master has been 

hard and a bit stingy so does the same!  Here’s the point friends: how you see 

God affects how you live!  Bad theology sees God as cold and stingy, someone 

waiting to catch me out if I make a mistake, always watching, waiting, testing, 

looking for faults and never satisfied with anything I do. 

Good theology sees a God who is lavishly generous and who loves it when we 

take huge risks for the kingdom of God, because, after all, that’s what he did … 

at Christmas!  What kind of God do you follow?  How are you living in the 

kingdom of God?  The real question, the most challenging bit in all of this is 

this: who are you trusting? 

Perhaps you would say a faithful servant in the kingdom of God is the one who 

shoots for the moon?  If that’s true, how are you doing?  How are we doing?  

One final thought – the cautious servant accuses the master of reaping where 

he did not sow!  And… he’s correct – the master even says so himself.  Sadly 

though he comes to the wrong conclusions about the master, because the 

point is this: the master actually entrusts his servants to grow his kingdom for 



him! It means that God himself actually wants you and me to help him and 

grow the kingdom of God and make it bigger.  God trusts people like you and 

me with his vast wealth and stuff, he fills us with talents and abilities, and he 

says – come help me build this kingdom will you?   

Actually God is longing for us to participate and make a real difference in the 

kingdom of God.  God says, go and make the most of everything I have lavished 

upon you – go put it to work.  Have a go – I don’t mind if you mess it up, just 

have a go! 

So how are we doing!  Sally’s going to share a testimony of doing something. 

Testimony  

Martin and I are trustees of a charity which has been working with a group of 

churches in Malawi since June 1987. The majority of our work is now focused 

on development projects. We also provide finances for the provision of 

Christian resources in their locally spoken languages. The need for providing 

Christian resources is important because their churches are growing very fast 

and the cost of a Bible is more than most rural farmers can afford. Bibles were 

once distributed in one area where eight churches were sharing just two 

Bibles. 

Malawi is a relatively small country in southern Africa and most of it is high 

plateau. We work in a rural area called the Lower Shire which is located in the 

southern tip of the country. This area is separated from the rest of the country 

by a 1,000 metre escarpment. In direct contrast to the rest of the country, this 

area is low – mainly about sea-level. It is surrounded on the northern, western 

and north-eastern sides by a high range of hills. Its geographical position 

means that it often faces extremes of weather. During drought this area is 

hotter and drier than the rest of the country. During times of excessive rain, 

water runs down the escarpment from the high plateau and fills the Lower 

Shire with flood water rather like a basin. 

Families living in the Lower Shire are subsistence farmers who are dependent 

on growing enough food for their families. Since I first went to Malawi in 1987, 

farmers in the Lower Shire have faced almost continual crop failure or reduced 

yields as a result of either insufficient or excessive rain. In direct contrast, the 

rest of the country has often enjoyed good rains. 



During October 2010, I believe that God emphasised this truth to me: that 

families would not gain the maximum benefits from the funds that we were 

sending if they were not also applying New Testament principles to their lives. I 

felt strongly that God was asking us to produce a set of Bible studies in 

Chichewa which explained some of the basic New Testament principles such as 

“forgiveness”, “giving and receiving”, “sowing and reaping”, “being wise with 

money”, “praise and worship” etc. I telephoned Lameck Msamange, who is 

leader of the Church in Malawi, and discussed these thoughts with him. He was 

delighted and encouraged us to go ahead with the preparation of these 

studies. It took us about ten months to prepare, translate and print them. 

The first print run was for 20,000 studies. Six months later a further 10,000 

copies were printed. They are A5-size booklets with a green band along the 

top. The first copies were distributed in the Lower Shire during August 2011. 

During this first distribution an elderly area pastor went up to Lameck in tears. 

He explained that he had a dream about a year ago which he had not 

understood until that day. Consequently, he had not shared it with anyone. He 

was in tears because he was seeing one part of his dream fulfilled before his 

eyes. (Incidentally, a year ago would have been before we had even thought 

about producing these studies.) In his dream he had seen a picture of the 

Lower Shire. Everything in the area was dry and barren and the faces of the 

people were miserable. Then he had seen Lameck and some others come to 

distribute some green booklets. (He even got the colour correct before we had 

designed or printed them.) After the distribution, he had seen the picture of 

the Lower Shire change. All the plants became green and lush and the people 

were happy. 

This year we believe that we have seen a miracle in the Lower Shire; a miracle 

which is a fulfilment of the final part of Pastor Kuleti’s dream. For the first time 

that I am aware of they have had good rains in the Lower Shire even though it 

has not been good elsewhere. I have been told that the weather forecasters 

are perplexed. They cannot understand how there could possibly be flooding 

on the high plateau but not in the Lower Shire. The church leaders in Malawi 

believe that as they have applied biblical principles to their lives, God has 

changed the weather in this whole region in order to fulfil His promise to 

provide for them.  



So how are we doing?  Who are you trusting? 
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