
 

 

True colours 

If I were to ask you what your true colours are what would your answer be? 

Just like a stick of rock what values good and bad run through you?  We can 

sometimes hide our true nature from some people and wear a different mask 

some of the time, but we can’t hide our true nature from all of the people all 

of the time. Our true colours will always come to the surface at some point. 

If I were to ask you what Jesus true colours were what would you say? What 

qualities do we see in Jesus? 

Love, Joy, peace, patience, kindness, self- control, mercy, forgiveness etc. 

The challenge for us all as Paul reminds in Philippians 2 v 5 is that we are to 

have the same attitude as Christ Jesus, the same values of Christ.    

Do our attitudes really reflect Jesus attitudes? How do we become more like 

Jesus in our approach to life? Does the change happen instantly, or are we all 

on a journey changing step by step, day by day through the gift of God’s grace 

and mercy? 

Questions we should wrestle with. 

Today we are looking at the calling of the 12 Apostles by Jesus, particularly two 

of them James and John whom Jesus named the Sons of Thunder according to 

the gospel of Mark  and how John finally become known as the apostle of love.  

Have you ever wondered what love is? We talk allot about it but what do we 

mean by love?  When, Jesus calls us to love God and our neighbours what did 

he actually mean?  

One form of love is “Agape” love described as – doing what is the absolutely 

best thing for another person, even if it means making personal sacrifices. 

How are we doing with love?   

 



We often say God loves us because he loves us and this is true. That said we 

could amend this and say, we can love others because he love us because he 

loves us etc, Gods love is for us to share with others.   

Mark 3 v 13 - 19  

The key thing for me is that when Jesus had decisions to make or things to 

teach he first went away and prayed about the situation.  

Luke 6 v 12 on this event says:  

One of these days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray and spent all night 

praying to God. When morning came he called the disciples to him and chose 

Twelve of them, whom he also designated Apostles.  

Jesus gives them authority to preach and to drive out demons.   

Why Jesus named James and John the Sons of Thunder we can only speculate 

however in Jewish culture names would have held some significance and Jesus 

would have known this.   

John the Baptist referred to Jesus as the Lamb of God, as a name for Jesus. 

John 1 v29 “Look the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”  

 

By this phrase John was referring to Jesus Christ as was the great sacrifice for 

sin referred to Gen 22 v8 the true lamb Abraham told Isaac of at Moriah, the 

lamb referred to in Isaiah 53 v7  “he was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did 

not open his mouth he was led like a lamb to the slaughter” he was the 

Passover lamb, Gods final sacrificial lamb, I could go on but all this is conferred 

in a name.    

Names reflected the nature of the person there personality traits, their true 

colours if you like.  

These two brothers Sons of Thunder where rough tough fishermen ready to 

fight there corner, full of anger and passion with a simple but straightforward 

understanding of their faith, which is shown when Jesus called them they left 

everything instantly and followed Jesus.   

 



However it’s good to remember even though they were called to be his 

disciples and later appointed apostles they were not the finished article and 

they were still thunderous in their actions. 

These two angry hot heads were quick to react and probably fed up with being 

at the bottom of the pile, perhaps full of self-pity and frustration, fed up with 

people taking advantage of them from the religious leaders of the day to 

Roman officials.  

We can only glimpse at their early days with Jesus but by their names and 

actions we can get a good idea of what they are like. For example when they 

went out on the road Jesus, Jesus said to the disciples if a town you visit does 

not receive you shake the dust off your feet as a sign of contempt for them 

(Mark 6 v 11).  

But when it comes to James and John’s response, they had a completely 

different approach they say Luke 9  51-54  “Shall we call fire down from heaven 

and destroy them?” No messing with these guys. 

Jesus rebukes them for their suggestion but they came with an Old Testament 

mind set an eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth. They expected Jesus to act in 

the way that God had done in the past to the enemies of Israel.  

Which explains why their mum asks Jesus if her boys could sit one on Jesus 

right and left in his kingdom Mathew 20: 21? They all thought that Jesus was 

going to overturn the current Roman rules and restore Israel to its rightful 

place, which is why she wanted her boys to have prime position in the victory 

parade.  They were waiting for the 3rd day when Jesus would rise again so he 

could put his war boots on and go into action.  There thunderous nature ran 

through them top to bottom, but at least you could say they were committed 

no grey areas in their lives. 

But Jesus came with a completely different agenda one of Love that could not 

even have been understood culturally and morally by these two brothers. But 

they did change and so can we. However you have come here this morning 

take hope that Jesus can transform your life through his love and mercy. 

 



We are going through the book “Your Church Is Too Safe” and the nub of this 

second chapter is about letting go of unresolved anger or other poor traits we 

have, John and James changed from  sons of Thunder to an apostles of love the 

book says: 

But they changed, not all in a rush in happened inch by inch “as then Anger 

never gets us very far. James the brother of Jesus says” My dear brothers and 

sisters, take note of this everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 

slow to become angry, because our anger does not produce a righteousness 

that God desires.  

Our anger does not produce a righteousness that God desires” Anger actually 

makes us to safe. It is a posture we strike to avoid the more costly, risky messy 

way of dealing with strangers and enemies, which is to love them”.   

Do you feel safe in your anger this morning knowing you are right and the 

other person is wrong? 

To love someone is easier said than done, when you are upset with someone 

or you know a person is upset with you at work or in Church and they 

continually blank you or don’t engage with you. As time goes by neither of you 

wants to make the first move and the rift gets deeper and deeper.   

Or that email you received or sent that makes your blood boil, or you think you 

overhear a conversation at work when someone is maligning or you hear a 

rumour such and such has said this about you and you want to put them 

straight, you want to defend your rights.  

I wonder does our anger makes us feel safe, I am not sure being angry actually 

makes us feel safe in the long run, it just eats away at us until we deal with it.  

Humanly speaking I can see where the author is coming from but not biblically, 

however there are many verses that help us deal with anger to avoid its 

ramifications. 

Ephesians 4 v2 6 “In your anger do not sin”
]
: Do not let the sun go down while 

you are still angry, Do not let the sun go down on an argument” 

  

Mathew 5 v 23 Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 
24 

leave your 



gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come 

and offer your gift.   

 

Mathew 5 v 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour
[i]

 and 

hate your enemy.’ 
44 

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, 
45 

that you may be children of your Father in heaven.  

 

It is hard to put love first, but just as James and John changed and so can we 

whatever our perceived character flaws, that only we think we know about 

and the ones we wish we didn’t have can change. 

 

Because of Christ’s love and sacrifice for us Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 

5:17 “therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation the old has gone, the 

new has come”  

 

We all have the opportunity to become new creations. 

  

In the case of James and John the change came when Jesus breathed on them 

John 20 v 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I 

am sending you.” 
22 

And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Jesus changes them from the inside out their old nature may have been deeply 

rooted in them, but Jesus breaths on them and changes their very DNA from 

one of anger to one of love. 

 

That radical love is open to each one of us today and with that love comes a 

new agenda.   

 

It’s interesting the word radical can have a number of meanings, one is of a 

fundamental understanding of an issue the other is to have a radical view on 

something or be radical which is the inference of our vision.  

 

To be radical disciples for Christ I believe we need to have a radical 

understanding in what we truly believe and how to apply Gods word in our 

lives day by day, by the power of Gods Holy Spirit our comforter and guide.  

 

To understand what does it mean to be holy to be called as Christ’s 

ambassadors his hand his feet, apostles of love?    

 



 

If we are to bring about change in this world we need to challenge and name 

evil that is prevalent in our society and not be so politically correct that we are 

afraid to stand up for people’s justice. You only have to read Mathew 23 to see 

that Jesus did not hold back in challenging poor practices of the day.  

 

For example do we know have many people are estimated to be slaves across 

this world and caught up in sex trafficking 27 million. There are more people in 

slavery today than at any other point in history, which is why Jessica Piper 

went to work for International Justice Mission to make a difference. It is 

reported that there that there has been an 84% rise in child trafficking in the 

last year in the UK alone, but do we care? 

 

I am not trying to make us feel guilty or prompt a response, only to get us to 

think and pray through the bigger issues in this world. I would suggest the 

more we want to become like Jesus the more Jesus will prompt us to love and 

care about others.  Where that will lead each of us, only Gods knows, to Africa 

such as Tim and Natalie?     

 

As James and John spent more and more time with Jesus their lives changed 

from Sons of Thunder to the point where John could write that wonderful 

letter 1 John.  And it’s said that on his death bed when asked by those around 

him for one last word, his parting words were “love one another”    

 

For me this chapter is summed up when a mother spoke about tragic shooting 

in Newtown in America, where a gunman shot 20 children and 6 adults dead.  

 

She said “in Newtown we are choosing love over anger” they have chosen to 

overcome tragic circumstances with love. 

 

How often do we choose love over Anger?  

 


