
For such a time as this 

THE SILENT HAND OF GOD 

 

It is probably true to say that things are seldom what they seem.   

This is a true story that I was told by friends of the people in the story.  You may 

be familiar with Amberly Castle near Arundel. It is privately owned and is a lovely, 

if a little expensive hotel.  It was built around the beginning of the 13
th

 century by 

St. Wilfrid (someone who give his name to St Wilfrid’s school, I believe).  You can 

have your wedding reception there, if you can afford it!  My friends told me of a 

couple they knew, who, after becoming engaged, chose Amberly Castle as their 

wedding reception venue.  So, at a cost of £ 30,000, they booked the castle and 

planned their wedding day.  

About three months before the wedding day, they received a call from Amberly 

Castle asking them if they would postpone their reception and hold it a week later 

than they planned.  A little shocked, the couple were adamant that they had 

chosen their day carefully and did not want to postpone it by a week! 

A week later Amberly Castle phoned them again, asking if they would postpone 

their reception by a week… and if they did the cost of their reception would be 

covered – they wouldn’t have to pay!  £ 30,00 for the reception… what would you 

have done?  But the couple said no.  Everything was organized invitations had 

gone out…No, they would stick to the day!  

 A week later Amberly Castle called again. If they would postpone the reception 

by a week, the cost of the reception would be covered…and the cost of their 

honeymoon!  What would you have said?  The couple said, “No!” they wanted 

their reception just as they had planned it!   

A week later Amberly Castle called again. If you postpone your reception by a 

week the cost of the reception will be covered, the cost of the honeymoon will be 

covered, and we will pay off the rest of your mortgage! 



Now…what are you thinking?  What is going on?  Something is going on behind 

the scenes, and all is not as it seems.  At this point the couple accepted the offer! 

Seldom are things what they seem.  Ever had the kind of experience where it 

turned out things weren’t as they seemed?  It seems to me that if it is true that 

God is at work in the mess, which I am convinced he is, then it must also be true 

that God is at work behind the scenes!   Is it possible that sometimes things are 

not as they seem, because the silent hand of God is at work in the mess.  And 

friends, this is not mostly, if ever, about big, dramatic and sudden events…. As I 

think we may see in Esther Chapter 6. 

“That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the 

chronicles, the record of his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 
2 

It was 

found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two 

of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to 

assassinate King Xerxes. 
3 

“What honor and recognition has Mordecai 

received for this?” the king asked. “Nothing has been done for him,” his 

attendants answered. 
4 

The king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman 

had just entered the outer court of the palace to speak to the king about 

impaling Mordecai on the pole he had set up for him.” (Esther 6 v 1 – 4) 

So far we have seen that the story of Esther is quite ambiguous, full of challenges 

as to how we read it and understand it.  It is packed with intrigue and scheming; it 

presents us with the ugly scepter of ethnic cleansing; it reveals the real fight that 

rages daily between good and evil. And right now, at this point in the story, 

Haman seems to be on top! 

And yet, here, now, at this point in the story, one seemingly small event in itself is 

going to become a turning point that will have a profound impact on how things 

turn out.   

Anyone here ever suffer from sleeplessness?  Anyone here ever found themselves 

awake in the night?  Here, in chapter six, King Xerxes cannot sleep!  King Xerxes is 

the most powerful person in the world at this time.  He is king of the biggest, 

most powerful empire in the world which stretches over most of the known 



world.  Remember, most probably the reason Mordecai and his fellow Jews have 

not tried to escape the edict announcing their annihilation, is that there was 

nowhere they could have gone in reality!  

King Xerxes has everything he could possibly want. Young women, like Esther, are 

trained for a whole year, for one night with the king in order to be enough for him 

to enjoy.  He only sees those who please him.  There was nothing he didn’t have 

or that he couldn’t get. He had the power of life and death – he could, if he so 

wished, extend his golden scepter to save a life or condemn someone to death if 

their presence was something he did not wish to be bothered by.  What more 

could this man want for?  Probably nothing!  And yet – he could not sleep! 

Friends, getting all you want is not the answer!  It will not, in truth, satisfy the 

longing in your heart.  We are not told why Xerxes cannot sleep, but my guess 

would be that he is not satisfied, not fulfilled and so he worried.  Why does he 

worry? Because his house is, in truth, built on sand!  He thinks he’s God.  How 

much do you live as if you were God?  How much do you live as if the world 

revolves around you?  This, as we will see, is a very common problem!   

So Xerxes, because he cannot sleep, asks for records of his reign to be read to 

him. “Look at what I have done…”  It’s all about him, isn’t it?  He is reminded of 

how Mordecai saved him and notices nothing has been done to honour him.  In 

the Persian court of rewards and punishment this is a serious omission which the 

king wants to put right.  As the writer continues the story, there is much irony and 

humour here, but what it also shows is something is going on behind the scenes! 

 
His attendants answered, “Haman is standing in the court.” “Bring him in,” 

the king ordered. 
6 

When Haman entered, the king asked him, “What 

should be done for the man the king delights to honor?”No w Haman 

thought to himself, “Who is there that the king would rather honor than 

me?” 
7 

So he answered the king, “For the man the king delights to honor, 
8 

have them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has 

ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head. 
9 

Then let the robe and 

horse be entrusted to one of the king’s most noble princes. Let them robe 

the man the king delights to honor, and lead him on the horse through the 

city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the 



king delights to honor!’” 
10 

“Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get 

the robe and the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the 

Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have 

recommended.” 
11 

So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed 

Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city streets, proclaiming 

before him, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!” 
12 

Afterward Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman rushed 

home, with his head covered in grief, 
13 

and told Zeresh his wife and all his 

friends everything that had happened to him. His advisers and his wife 

Zeresh said to him, “Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has 

started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him—you will surely 

come to ruin!” 
14 

While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs 

arrived and hurried Haman away to the banquet Esther had prepared. 

(Esther 6 v 5 – 14) 

Haman, possibly fresh from making his gallows and keen to get the king’s 

permission for his plan against Mordecai, is the only person in the court.  Small 

detail in itself, but significant to how things turn out!  There is humour here since 

the writer makes it clear to us what the king is thinking, but that Haman does not 

know!  We see Haman is in fact setting himself up for a bigger and bigger fall. 

This is almost pantomime, no-one really knowing what the other is thinking, but 

getting it wrong anyway!!  Haman, thinking the king wishes to honour him, thinks 

up the most extravagant means of honouring someone he can!  Some 

commentators even suggests it’s because he sees himself as king if Xerxes were to 

die, so he thinks up the most kingly honour he can!  Haman’s mistake of course, 

was he too thinks the world revolves around him!  Who else could the king 

possibly wish to honour as much as me – since I am second only to him?!   

Friends, pride is a dangerous thing!  “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty 

spirit before a fall.” (Prov. 16 v 18)  “The Lord detests all the proud of heart, be 

sure of this, they will not go unpunished.” (Prov. 16 v 5)  “God opposes the proud, 

but gives grace to the humble.” (James 4 v 6)  Pride sets us against God.  Pride 

tells me the world revolves around me, that I am the most important person in 

the universe.  Pride refuses to accept that God is the centre of the universe and 

that he is in control.   



What was the first sin? 

 
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 

 
“For God knows that 

when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.” (Genesis 3v4-5) 

You will be like God.  Adam and Eve fell for it and we’ve been falling for it ever 

since.  Pride destroys our relationship with him and that is why he detests it.  I’ve 

talked before of fantasies that some Christians think are true…. Maybe you do.  

Let me remind you of them. 

- Fantasy One: If I walk closely with God he will give me my first choice. 

- Fantasy Two: In my first-choice world I will be happy. 

- Fantasy three: In my first-choice world I will be secure. 

- Fantasy four: In my first-choice world I will be able to walk close to God. 

What do you suppose is the cause of us believing these fantasies?  I think the 

answer is pride!  How are you doing?  How are you living? 

- Are you proud of the way you look? 

- Are you proud of the talents you have? 

- Are you proud of your income and all you have amassed? 

- Are you proud of all you’ve achieved? 

In truth, friends, they’re all lavish gifts from a generous God.  Pride is never very 

far from the surface in any of us, and when it does surface, it is always destructive 

and damaging.  Tragedy is, mostly, we’re too proud to see it in us!  Haman’s 

downfall is his pride!  How are you dong? 

Haman has to endure, for him, the humiliation of leading Mordecai through Susa 

dressed in royal robes on a royal horse!  When he gets home, covered in grief, his 

wife effectively tells him that he’s now lost his fight against Mordecai!  This event 

must have left everyone wondering what on earth was going on: a Jew honoured 

when their annihilation has been decreed.  Perhaps everyone, Haman included, is 

wondering who is really in control here? 



We know, that behind the scenes, is the silent hand of God. We know that things 

are not what they seem. What were small things in themselves are coming 

together to effect something far more significant: 

- A king who couldn’t sleep reading his chronicles and reading of 

Mordecai 

- Haman being the only one in the court at the time the king wanted 

advice. 

- Mordecai overhearing a plot to kill the king (Chapter 2) 

Things are not as they seem!  We could look at Haman and think it’s all a bit unfair 

– God is out to get him anyway and save his people!  That God is working behind 

the scenes against Haman while being for Mordecai.  Truth is, friends, it is human 

pride not God’s hand that is the problem, and there is another way that is open to 

Haman if he had chosen to take it.  That is the way of humility, recognizing “I am 

not God!” 

“ The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.” (2 Peter 3v9)  Remember God is quite capable of working out his 

purposes another way, but he will not be thwarted!  How about you: the way of 

pride, or the way of humility?  One way leads to death, the other to life. And he 

desires that you should live, and live to the full!   

So…we’ll pay for the reception, the honeymoon and the mortgage!  Something 

was going on behind the scenes.  You see, somebody else wanted to use Amberly 

Castle that same weekend, and they were prepared to pay the price: reception, 

honeymoon, mortgage.  There was a power at work, one couple couldn’t see!  

David and Victoria Beckham wanted to hold the Christening of one of their sons at 

Amberly Castle!   

Friends, the silent hand of God is at work behind the scenes of your life and mine, 

he is at work in the mess.  Ours is the choice between the pride that sets us 

against him, or the humility that opens the door for all that he is doing.  So…how 

about you and the silent hand of God? 
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