
For such a time as this! 

WHATEVER IT TAKES 

 

Ever thought this kind of thing: “Well, one thing I know for sure – they don’t need 

me!”  My best guess is that there are lots of people, and probably quite a few 

here today, who do not consider themselves to be important.  I expect there are 

lots of people too, including people here this morning who would not consider 

themselves significant.  Am I talking about you? 

It would be easy to look around at the world and all that is happening and think I 

have nothing to contribute!  Thing is, you, are the only you!  Do you think that 

God makes mistakes when he creates a person?  So…did God make a mistake 

when he knit you together in your mother’s womb?  Did God make a mistake 

when he saw your potential?  You, are the only you! As Charles Swindoll puts it: 

“There is only one you.  You’re the only person with your exact heritage, your 

precise series of events in the pilgrimage and sufferings of life that have brought 

you to this hour.  You’re the only one with your personal convictions, your 

makeup, your skills, your appearance, your touch, your voice, your style, your 

surroundings, your sphere of influence – you’re the only one.” 
1
   

History shows the significance of one person. One vote, for example can influence 

history. 

- In 1645, one vote gave Oliver Cromwell control of England 

- In 1649, one vote caused Charles 1 to be executed 

- In 1776, one vote gave the USA the English language instead of German 

- In 1923, one vote gave Adolf Hitler control of the Nazi party. 

The bible talks more about the significance of one than it does of the many! 

“For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may 

strongly support those whose heart is completely his.” (2 Chronicles 16 v9)  The 
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use of the word heart is in the singular – one heart!  God is looking for one heart 

committed to him. 

“Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around and consider, search 

through her squares.  If you can find but one person who deals honestly and who 

seeks the truth, I will forgive this city.” (Jeremiah 5v1) 

“I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before 

me in the gap on behalf of the Lord so I would not have to destroy it, but I found 

no-one.” (Ezekial 22 v30) 

How many times I wonder, is God looking for one, just one? 

“ When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on 

sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 
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But 

he went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was 

allowed to enter it. 
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In every province to which the edict and order of the king 

came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and 

wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.” (Esther 4 v 1 – 3) 

It is hard to imagine what it must have been like for Mordecai and his people at 

this point in their lives.  To be told that in 11 months time you, and all your people 

will be wiped out.  I wonder why they didn’t think of trying to escape. Truth is, 

there was, in reality, nowhere for them to go, since Xerxes kingdom extended 

from India to Ethiopia! It must have begged the question why?   

We are reminded of the battle that rages. With real love comes real freedom, and 

the freedom to choose evil.  The battle is still alive today: The Tutsi’s; Cambodia; 

The Tamils; Kosovo; Chechneya; Serbia.  The greater the possibility of love, the 

greater the possibility of evil. 

This was a disaster for the Jews and their response of sackcloth and ashes, wailing 

and fasting shows the depth of their despair. 

“When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about 

Mordecai, she was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of 

his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 
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Then Esther summoned Hathak, 



one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out 

what was troubling Mordecai and why. 
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So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the 

king’s gate. 
7 

Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including 

the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury 

for the destruction of the Jews. 
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He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict 

for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and 

explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to 

beg for mercy and plead with him for her people.” (Esther 4 v 4 – 8) 

Ignorance, they say is bliss!  It appears from the text, that although Esther was the 

queen she knew nothing of the edict to annihilate her people.  The Persian court 

protected Esther from the real world, as indeed it protected the king!  Perhaps a 

challenge for us today is to face the truth.  Is there somewhere in your life that 

you are hiding from the truth? 

Once Esther is aware Mordecai is in sackcloth and ashes she wants to know the 

truth!  Is that a choice you need to make?  So Esther sends Hathak to find out 

from Mordecai what’s going on.  Think for a minute – would you have wanted to 

be Hathak?  He has, in truth, a huge responsibility doesn’t he?  Mordecai and 

Esther will not be able to meet and talk about what is happening, or what to do 

about it.  It’s all going to be done through a messenger!  This is serious stuff – this 

is a matter of life and death, not just for individuals, but for a whole nation.  How 

trustworthy are you?  How much can you be trusted to tell it straight and 

accurately?   

The request Mordecai makes of Esther, carried to her by Hathak, is absolutely 

huge!  Actually, he’s almost asking the impossible, and here’s the crunch, 

Mordecai knows and understands exactly what he’s asking of Esther. He’s been 

around the royal court and knows exactly how it works. He was asking Esther to 

go to the king, and ask him to overturn an edict brought by the powerful and 

influential Haman who had the favour of the king himself.  To approach the king 

without being invited was punishable by death – the king did not wish to be 

troubled by those he did not ask to see! 



“Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 
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Then she 

instructed him to say to Mordecai, 
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“All the king’s officials and the people of the 

royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the 

inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put 

to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. 

But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.” (Esther 4 v 9 – 11) 

Esther’s response is not unreasonable and shows she is fully aware of the 

magnitude of Mordecai’s request.  She is also young and isolated, and unable to 

talk to the one person whose advice she would most want – Mordecai.  Although 

it may appear to us she is stalling, it seems to me it only goes to make her actions 

all the more extraordinary.  Friends, in the end, we have to take hold of our own 

choices, actions and responses. There will come a time, maybe many, when we 

cannot hide behind someone else – their opinion or advice.  There are times when 

in truth, it’s down to me and me alone to figure it out!  In the end it’s about 

character.  How are you cultivating your character?   

Mordecai’s response to Esther is fascinating. 

“When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 
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he sent back this answer: 

“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews 

will escape. 
14 

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the 

Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. 

And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as 

this?” (Esther 4 v 12 – 14) 

The first part of his response is a warning to Esther: if this edict is carried out – 

don’t think you will be safe – the king won’t want a wife who’s a Jew!  The second 

part of his response is a remarkable statement of faith.  It is a clear statement 

that Mordecai believes that God is at work in the mess: “For or if you remain 

silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another 

place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you 

have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” (v14) 

Mordecai is absolutely convinced that even in the mess that surrounds them, God 

is at work. And what is God doing?  God is keeping his promises.  Mordecai is fully 

aware of God’s covenant promises with his people and he is absolutely sure that 

God has the power to carry them out! 



My paraphrase of what Mordecai says to Esther would be this: “Esther, God will 

keep his promise to his people. It looks to me like God has placed you, in his love 

and grace and wisdom, in a position where he can use you, at this time, to be the 

person through whom he can bring about his work to save his people.  But Esther, 

you have a choice.  If you choose not to stand up for God and his people, that’s 

fine, God is big enough to fulfill his work through someone else, and he will.  

What you should realize though, is that if you choose not to stand up at this time, 

you will be the one who misses out on all the blessings God would love to give 

you.  Esther, the question is not, is God ready to work with you and through you, 

the question is, are you ready to work with God and be a channel of his mercy and 

grace?” 

Some people have what is sometimes called a blueprint theology. That is God has 

a master plan, all the details of which are already in place, and nothing can 

change that plan.  What is attractive about that theology is it puts God firmly in 

control!  And nothing, absolutely nothing can change anything God has already 

planned.  I have to admit it is somewhat comforting to think like that, but from 

stories like Esther though, it seems to me at least, God is bigger than that. 

Esther has a real, genuine and significant choice to make and what God does and 

how he does it depends on her choice at this moment.  He can either work his 

promises through her, or he can find another way!  What is sure is that he will not 

be thwarted, but how it happens is open to the choices of his loved ones.  How 

much are you ready to work with what God has for you right now? 

“Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 
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“Go, gather together all the Jews who 

are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and 

my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even 

though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 
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So Mordecai went away 

and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.” (Esther 4 v 15 – 17) 

Some speeches in history are what we might call “turning point speeches.” 

Winston Churchill in the House of Commons, June 8, 1940: ‘Let us brace ourselves 

to our duties, and so bear ourselves that if the British Empire and its 

commonwealth last for 1000 years men will say, “This was their finest hour.” 

Esther, somewhere around 470BC, Susa: “When this is done, I will go to the king, 

even though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish!”  My paraphrase; “I’ll do 

whatever it takes.”  It reveals her true colours!  What are your true colours? 



Esther understood exactly what she was doing and the possible consequences.  It 

is unlikely that any of us here will face the possibility of death for the way we live 

out our Christian lives.  So what is it that we are afraid of?  How about you?  How 

much are our true colours a, “Whatever it takes” attitude to serving the living 

God?   

So…for such a time as this?  We would do well not to overplay this line and fool 

ourselves. It was true that Esther was in a place God could use her for such a time 

as this!  It is tempting for us to inflate our sense of importance, that God can only 

do his work through us – at such a time as this.  But, as we’ve seen, God is bigger 

than that!  He absolutely loves to work with us, and we are important to him, but 

it’s not because of what we might do, it’s because of who we are: his loved, 

chosen, precious creation! 

However, the challenge remains; the importance of one – you!  Friends, most 

probably you will have many choices when you can work with God or not. They 

will probably not be as dramatic as for Esther, but do they matter?  Yes, they do! 

They matter partly for your character, the person, the child of God you are 

becoming.  They matter too because God longs for us to participate with him in all 

that he is doing. After all that’s why he created us in the first place! 

God will accomplish what he wants to accomplish, but he wants us to have the joy 

of doing it with him. But if we want to actually make a difference, and in that way 

stand with Esther, we must have the courage to get out of the boat. Whether it’s 

helping dysfunctional families; feeding the homeless; taking a stand against 

pornography or 3
rd

 world debt; inviting the neighbours round for a meal or 

helping the disabled – we have to act!  One woman made a difference and saved 

a nation.  One man left all the glory of heaven, pitched his tent with us, was 

crucified, died and was buried and raised to life to save people like you and me. 

Politician Edmund Burke said: “All that is required for evil to triumph is for good 

men to do nothing!”  Whatever it takes – how about you? 
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