
                                                          

For Such a Time as This 

LIVING IN THE REAL WORLD 

 

Would you agree that life sometimes brings unexpected twists and turns that you 

never planned to happen?  How much difference do those twists and turns make 

to what God thinks about you?  How much difference do they make to God’s 

commitment to you?  What would it take for God to be less committed to his 

people at any point in their lives?  What would it take for God to abandon his 

people?  In what circumstances would God decide to go back on promises he has 

made?  Does God ever forget his loved ones? 

“After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the 

Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the 

other nobles. 
2 

All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor 

to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would 

not kneel down or pay him honor. 

3 
Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey 

the king’s command?” 
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Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to 

comply. Therefore they told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behavior 

would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew. 

5 
When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he 

was enraged. 
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Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the 

idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all 

Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.” (Esther 3 

v 1 – 6) 

Well, here’s a little bit of an unexpected turn just as everything seems to be going 

so well!  Esther is Queen, Mordecai saves the king…but isn’t that how life so often 

turns out to be?  Just when things seem to be going along fine, something 



unexpected comes along and everything changes!  Very quickly we can feel like 

God has abandoned us. 

That in itself is an interesting kind of theology. It’s the one that says, if I follow 

God, I will live in my first choice world.  Well let’s remember that the whole of the 

story of Esther is set in a second choice world, the world of exile!  As we’ve 

already seen, this second choice world is a mess, and because of an unexpected 

turn we are going to see, it’s just about to get a whole lot worse! 

Life can be like that for us too can’t it?  Maybe you’ve had that kind of experience, 

maybe you are going through one like it right now. If that’s you then I would 

invite you to hang in with me through this talk, not because of anything I have to 

say but because of what we might learn about the God who loves you! 

Perhaps, for the careful reader of the text, the first verses of chapter three are a 

little unexpected as they make clear Mordecai has been passed over!  It was 

Mordecai who save the life of the king, but it is not Mordecai who is promoted!  

That kind of thing ever happen to you?  That kind of thing happens in the real 

world doesn’t it?  It usually isn’t nice, but does it mean that God has forgotten 

you, or can no longer use you in his work? Perhaps we’ll see as the story unfolds 

for Mordecai.   

What we read at the beginning of this chapter is that a man called Haman is 

promoted to the most powerful place below the king himself.  We are not told 

why he was promoted but it is highly possible that he was a “yes” man in the 

court of the king.  We are told that the people were commanded by the king to 

bow down to him.  It was quite common to bow to those who commanded 

respect in Persia at that time. The fact that the king had commanded people to 

bow before Haman certainly suggests he did not have honour and respect from 

the people for what he had done or achieved.  Friends, beware of flattery.  

Flattery is an old sin: ‘You will be like God, knowing good from evil’ (Genesis 3 v 

5). Adam and Eve fell for it, and we’ve been falling for it ever since. 

King Xerxes probably fell for it, and Haman flattered his way to promotion and 

power!  How tempting may it be for us to do the same?  It can be quite a 

challenge to see someone who doesn’t deserve it, being promoted – especially if 

we are more worthy.  Does it mean though, that God has forgotten us and can no 

longer use us in his work? 



The author tells us that Haman was an Agagite which is important and significant 

for what follows.  It is most probable that being an Agagite he was a descendant 

of Agag, king of the Amalekites.  The Amalekites were an old enemy of the nation 

of Israel,  one who God had promised to wipe from the face of the earth. That was 

because the Amalekites had fought Israel in the desert. 

Do you remember the story where Aaron and Hur held up the arms of Moses and 

all the time his arms were raised, Israel was winning?  That was a battle with the 

Amalekites (Exodus 17 v8-15). When they entered the promised land, God told 

Joshua to completely wipe out the Amalekites. They didn’t, and it was an 

Amalekite who claimed to have killed king Saul in battle.   The Amalekites 

themselves were descendants of Esau, the enemy of his brother Jacob! 

Perhaps the point is this: there are always those who stand against the people of 

God. What we see here, is again the truth that living in the real world is a battle.  

Satan stands against and opposed to the people of God.  Friends, there is 

something really important that we must remember at this point. We learnt it in 

our journey through Job, and I want to remind you of it now.   

At the centre of the universe is self-giving, self-sacrificial love.  The greatest 

demonstration of that comes in Christ on the cross: that is love!  One of the main 

reasons the story of Esther is important and significant is because Christ was a 

descendant of the people of Israel at the time of Esther!  No Esther, no cross! 

Love, remember, must be freely chosen!  Because that is true, it is possible not to 

choose love, and to choose evil.  In a world where love is possible, so too is evil, 

and the greater the possibility of love, the greater the possibility of evil.  

Throughout human history we have seen this to be true, and in Haman we see 

this in the story of Esther.  Haman was an Agagite who did not fear God and who 

hated God’s people.  Agagites lived by the assumption that chance ruled the 

universe, so they should make chance go their way! It was the original “me” 

society: look out for number one! We see that today don’t we?  How are you 

doing?   

We are not told why Mordecai refused to bow to Haman but the most likely 

explanation is that he understood Haman was an Agagite.  It is probable that it 

wasn’t so much a personal thing against Haman… but that he was making a 

declaration that he was on God’s side – he was part of the battle that rages daily. 



What is interesting here and shows some of the ambiguity in the story, is that his 

choice here is the opposite of what he told Esther to do in the previous chapter!  

There, he told Esther to conceal her Jewish identity, whereas now he tells others 

that he is a Jew. (Chapter 3v4)  Perhaps the point here, is that different 

circumstances require different actions and responses. 

The challenge maybe, is to always act and respond with integrity however that 

works out in practice!  It certainly could not have been an easy decision for 

Mordecai to make. He had already proved his loyalty to the king, but now he was 

acting with his conscience.  It is unlikely that he would consciously put his whole 

people at risk, but it must have caused him some tension to declare he was a Jew. 

Sometimes, friends, we need to stand and act on principle, even when the cost is 

high.  How reluctant are we to question what is not right?   

Now we see Haman’s true colours, angry at Mordecai for not bowing to him, he 

sets out to destroy him. Once he realizes Mordecai is a Jew, he plans to kill not 

only him, but the whole nation of Jews.  Perhaps this is about revenge, and 

Haman wants to exact the maximum amount of revenge he possibly can. Here is a 

man who refuses to choose the way of love.   Perhaps a person who insists on 

choosing the way of evil eventually becomes incapable of knowing right from 

wrong.  There is no justification for his action – the punishment he chooses far 

outweighs the offence! Maybe Haman was trying to prove himself to be a man of 

power and to show how important he was to those who were reluctant to give 

him the honour and respect he thought he was due. 

Perhaps, in truth, his real problem was that he was never satisfied. He had all the 

power and wealth anyone, apart from the king, could have, and still he was 

discontented.  He was unable to enjoy his success – he always needed to have 

more.  Compounded by his pride and a lack of appreciation for everything he had, 

he became arrogant and demanding.  Friends a lack of contentment is a 

dangerous thing. When we lack contentment we always want more, and we think 

more will satisfy us: 

- When I get my new car 

- When I get my next promotion 

- When I lose enough weight 

- When I get married, settle down and have kids 



- When the kids grow up and leave…. 

- When the mortgage is paid off 

- When I am able to retire 

- When I am free to use my time as I want. 

Phillip Yancey writes of a spiritual seeker who stops his busy life to spend a few 

days in a monastery.  “I hope your stay is a blessed one,” said the monk who 

showed him to his simple cell.  “If you need anything let us know, and we will 

teach you how to live without it.” 
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Perhaps our desire for more tells us that we were, in truth, made for more than 

this world has to offer.  We, in truth, hunger for meaning; we hunger for 

redemption; we hunger for love, which is from another kingdom, not this world.  

But love, self-sacrificial, self-giving love is at the centre of the universe.  Haman 

had missed it. How about you? 

Haman won’t be satisfied until he’s got what he thinks he wants, the annihilation 

of the Jews, so he sets about making it happen.  How much damage might we do 

when we set about getting the things we think we want?  How much can we say 

with Paul: “I have learned the secret of being content, in any and every situation.” 

(Philippians 4 v 12) Perhaps we could ask it another way: How much do I live in 

the love that beats at the centre of the universe?   

For Mordecai and the Jews, the real world is not good.  Haman has set a date for 

their annihilation and God seems absent.  Let me ask you a question: does it 

mean that God has abandoned his people and forgotten his promises to them?   

Friends, we live in the real world where sometimes the unexpected happens and 

things look bleak.  We live in the real world where sometimes those in power 

make it difficult for us, even sometimes unbearable.  We live in the real world 

where sometimes we have difficult choices to make and where standing against 

may have serious consequences.  We live in the real world where revenge 

sometimes affects us in ways we could not have imagined.  We live in a world 

where evil is possible and sometimes it is very real and overwhelming. But does 

that mean that God has forgotten us or his promises towards us?   

                                                           
1
 Ortberg J, “When the Game is Over, it all goes Back in the Box,” Zondervan 2007 page 199 



Even in the book of Esther, there is the promise of a son to fulfill a promise, a 

promise of love. 

Today there is the promise of a son who showed that self-giving, self-sacrificial 

love really is at the centre of the universe: even in the real world he loves you 

because he loves you… 
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