
 

 

For Such a Time as This 
 

The Winner Takes it All - Esther Chap. 2 

 

That title makes me want to break into an ABBA 

song where the chorus goes: 

 

“The winner takes it all 

  The loser standing small 

  Beside the victory 

  That’s her destiny” 

 

Ian, in his sermon last week, gave a very pertinent 

reminder as he tackled Chap.1 of Esther and I 

quote: 

“God is at work in all the godless places we go even 

when there is not a shred of evidence that He is 

there at all.  Friends, faith is not about trying to 

make something what it is not: the uncertain, 

certain; the unknown, known; the ambiguous, 

clear!  Faith is believing that God is at work in the 

mess, whether the evidence points in that direction 

or not!  

 

Is it easy to live in the mess?  No!  Does the mess 

make God any less present? No!  When the story 

of Esther takes place, the author makes it clear, 

that it happens in the mess!  

 

 And yet, and yet, God is able to do the 



 

 

extraordinary!  And He is able to do it through an 

ordinary girl…an ordinary girl who thinks God is 

worth trusting.  God is at work in the mess.” 

 

 

Chapter 2 begins with these simple words - “After 

these things when the anger of King Ahaserus 

(Xerxes) had subsided…” 

 

It would be easy to run away with the idea that the 

events of Chap. 1 have pre-occupied Xerxes and 

made him very angry - but not so.  Some 4 years 

span between the end of Chap. 1 and the start of 

Chap. 2 

 

The year was around 480BC and a huge Persian 

army is progressing towards Greece to tackle the 

rebel forces of Athens and its Greek allies. 

 

Thousands of Persian soldiers are on the march 

representing  the Persian Empire that stretched 

from Libya and Africa and across to Pakistan and 

Asia.  A huge empire following on from the 

Babylonians of somewhere around 50 million 

citizens.  This empire lasted for 200 years and was 

succeeded by the Greeks and eventually by the 

Roman Empire. 

 

 

Darius, Xerxes’ father, had been defeated by the 

Greeks at the Battle of Marathon in 490 BC.  He 



 

 

was not that pleased about this and goes back to 

Marathon, where a man ran 26 miles, and dies 

before he can fight again and the task now falls to 

his son Xerxes.  However, Xerxes has to deal with 

some Egyptians who were giving him trouble and 

then, in 481BC, he is ready to deal with the Greek 

problem.  Thousands of Persian troops gather in 

what we know now as Turkey - but things do not go 

to plan.  His navy loses many ships and the Greeks 

drive him back out of Greece.  He is always 

fighting with the Greeks but eventually Alexander 

the Great succeeds and defeats the Persian Empire. 

 

But back to the Book of Esther.  Xerxes 

Grandfather,  Cyrus the Great,  had given orders 

that the Jews, exiled previously into Babylon, could 

now return to their homeland and many did just 

that.  However there were vast numbers who 

remained and were scattered throughout the 

Persian Empire.  

 

 In Chap.1, Xerxes has a 6 month display of all his 

glory and power and makes plans for the invasion 

of Greece.  He throws a lavish banquet to celebrate 

the anticipated victory and decides to show off  his 

queen, Vashti, who refuses to attend this drunken 

orgy.   

 

Xerxes had an irrational and violent temper.  

When trying to reach Greece he had bridges built 

across the narrow sea passage at the Hellespont, 



 

 

but they were destroyed in a storm before his army 

could use them. 

The engineers on the project had their heads 

chopped off and he made his soldiers give the sea 

300 lashes for insubordination! 

 

Four years have gone by and there is no queen.  

Xerxes arrives home, his anger has now subsided 

over the defeat he had suffered and he remembers 

Vashti.  His servants, who no doubt had learned to 

be 1 step ahead of this tyrant king, recommend a 

massive beauty contest to find a new queen.  

 

Now there are around 25 million women in the 

Persian empire and the search commences. 

 

At this point 2 significant Jewish people who are 

cousins, are introduced to us in V. 5  Mordecai, 15 

years older, and Esther live in Shushan or Susa. 

 

Esther is a young woman from a foreign nation 

whose ancestors had been forcibly relocated to 

where she is now living.  Both her parents are dead 

and she has relied on the kindness of her cousin to 

raise her as his own daughter. 

 

 

We don’t have time to analyse the significance of 

v.5 but it is important to realise that God’s Word 

has no wasted sentences and even here God is at 

work in the mess.  Mordecai’s distant relation was 



 

 

Kish, from the tribe of Benjamin.  Maybe more of 

that later in the book. 

 

During her growing up period, Esther had 

developed from a little girl into a beautiful young 

lady.  V.7 - “She was beautiful of form and face”.  

I think it’s fair to say that she did not have a face 

like the back of a bus nor a figure that resembled a 

tree trunk.  This girl was a head turner, one to be 

noticed in a crowd and if walking past a building 

site would not just evoke a few wolf whistles but 

would see the workers almost fall off the scaffold. 

 

She is one amongst 400 virgins.  From whatever 

number of girls originally considered the pick of 

the bunch, 400 of them, now remain.  Four 

hundred of the most beautiful women in the land 

and they would now be given a whole year to get 

themselves prepared to meet the king.  A year of 

beauty spas, perfume, etiquette training, the best 

diet available and then just one opportunity to 

impress the king and become queen. 

 

We need to remember that Esther did not volunteer 

for all of this.  She did not promote herself but the 

Scripture clearly states that Esther was taken.  

We’ve seen something of the anguish this can cause 

just this week between Megan and her Maths 

teacher -  thankfully discovered together in 

France.  When Esther stepped over the threshold 

of the palace she had been removed from her home, 



 

 

her community, all the trappings of family life and 

now thrust into living amongst a group of 

competitive beauties who would no doubt scratch 

someone’s eyes out to get to the top.  Not only that 

there was the reality that if Esther did not make it 

she would be exiled for life.  There was likely to be 

infighting, conflict, emotional drama but we are 

told that Esther’s boss, Hegai, was very pleased 

with her. 

 

What was it that made the difference for Esther?  

Why did Hegai set her apart?  It wasn’t her looks, 

for there were many beautiful women in the palace, 

it wasn’t her family status or her money.  Esther 

had something above all of this.  A deep inner 

beauty that was matched with her physical beauty. 

 

1 Peter 3:3-4 says this: “ And let not your adornment 

be merely external - braiding the hair, and wearing 

gold jewellery, or putting on dresses; but let it be the 

hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable 

quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious 

in the sight of God.” 

 

 

 

And how does Esther, a Jewish girl in a hostile 

environment, come up to the mark?  More to the 

point how do we as Christians living in the current 

culture make such an impression?  Part of the 

answer lies in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 



 

 

There are 3 main points for us to realise in the 6 

chapters of this letter. 

 

1. We, like Esther, need to learn to sit. 

I have no doubts that Mordecai would have 

introduced her to his God.  He would have told her 

the stories of deliverance and redemption, of God’s 

guiding and guarding  His people.  She would 

have been able to sit, listen and soak in to her heart 

all that God could mean to her as she grew into 

adulthood.  Friends, we need sometimes to stop 

rushing about, to cease from our endeavours and to 

soak in what God has done for us in Chaps. 1 & 2. 

 

There’s only a little time but how much do we 

appreciate that God has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.  

That He chose us in Him, before the foundation of 

the world, to be holy and blameless before Him.  

That we should be to the praise of His glory.  That 

we have an inheritance and that we will be redeemed 

as God’s own possession.  That He loved us when we 

were dead in our transgressions, He’s made us alive 

and raised us up together with Christ and seated us 

with Him in the Heavenly places. 

 

We cannot be rushing about with all of that and 

more from our God.  When we sit and contemplate 

all of this there is a work that is performed by the 

Holy Spirit that changes us from the inside.  

Esther knew that Holy Spirit serenity and it 



 

 

showed in her life. 

 

2. Chapters 4 & 5 introduce us to walking.  

Walking in a manner worthy of our calling, 

walking in love - the opposite to lust, walking in 

light - the opposite of darkness, walking not as the 

unwise but as wise.  Having sat and learnt, Esther 

was able, by her very demeanour, to walk worthy of 

her God in the mess with which she was 

surrounded.  She walked so differently from the 

399 other women and so should we.  It’s often our 

walk and not our talk that makes a difference. 

 

3.  Chapter 6 closes with the challenge to stand 

and to stand firm.  Esther had no choice but to be 

where she was but later on in the story we will see 

her standing.   

 

Friends we cannot do that unless we have firstly sat 

and then walked. 

 

 

 

 

And so she has completed the year-long 

preparation, and it’s her turn to go to the king.  

Esther must have been one very special, 

outstanding lady because after you’ve seen loads of 

pretty women it could all kind of blur.  it’s a bit 

like going shopping with our wives.  We get shown 

this garment then the next and an hour later we are 



 

 

asked for our opinion.  And if we’re honest we 

haven’t got a clue - its all gone blurry. 

 

Esther, an obscure Jewish orphan, has touched the 

king’s heart, she’s now his queen and he throws a 

party in her honour.  Let’s not run away with the 

idea that the king has changed that much for he 

still has a harem and still has other virgins. 

 

As yet Esther has not revealed her nationality but 

God has her in the right place at the right time.  In 

the mess God is clearly at work and as this story 

unfolds we will see the wisdom of her keeping quiet.  

There was much anti - Semitism in Persia. 

 

Let’s take an example from her life so far.  She had 

that inner peace and it showed, she walked worthy 

of her calling as a member of God’s chosen people 

and it had an impact.  By being in the palace she 

was able, through Mordecai’s observation, to foil a 

plot to kill the king. 

 

 

Only Almighty God, working in the mess , could 

have brought to pass the events we have 

considered.  A  humble Jewish orphan becoming 

the first lady in Persia, the winner, and we start to 

see that with God’s help and with His infinite 

wisdom, the winner takes it all.  

 

 



 

 

  


