
Love Wins! 

FOLLOW ME! 

 

I’m going to read a very familiar story to you.  While I am reading it I want you to 

think about the answer to this question: what two principles of life are found in 

this story? 

THE THREE LITTLE PIGS 

Once upon a time there was a mother pig who had three little pigs. 

The three little pigs grew so big that their mother said to them, "You are too big to 

live here any longer. You must go and build houses for yourselves. But take care 

that the wolf does not catch you." 

The three little pigs set off. "We will take care that the wolf does not catch us," 

they said. 

Soon they met a man who was carrying some straw. "Please will you give me 

some straw?" asked the first little pig. "I want to build a house for myself." 

"Yes," said the man and he gave the first little pig some straw. 

Then the first little pig built himself a house of straw. He was very pleased with his 

house. He said, "Now the wolf won't catch me and eat me." 

"I shall build a stronger house than yours," said the second little pig. 

"I shall build a stronger house than yours, too," said the third little pig. 

The second little pig and the third little pig went on along the road. Soon they met 

a man who was carrying some sticks. 

"Please will you give me some sticks ?" asked the second little pig. "I want to build 

a house for myself." 



"Yes," said the man and he gave the second little pig some sticks. 

Then the second little pig built himself a house of sticks. It was stronger than the 

house of straw. 

The second little pig was very pleased with his house. He said, "Now the wolf 

won't catch me and eat me." 

"I shall build a stronger house than yours," said the third little pig. 

The third little pig walked on, along the road, by himself. Soon he met a man 

carrying some bricks. 

"Please will you give me some bricks?" asked the third little pig. "I want to build a 

house for myself." 

"Yes," said the man and he gave the third little pig some bricks. 

Then the third little pig built himself a house of bricks. 

It took him a long time to build it, for it was a very strong house. 

The third little pig was very pleased with his house. He said, "Now the wolf won't 

catch me and eat me." 

The next day the wolf came along the road. He came to the house of straw which 

the first little pig had built. 

When the first little pig saw the wolf coming, he ran inside his house and shut the 

door. 

The wolf knocked on the door and said, "Little pig, little pig, let me come in." 

"No, no," said the little pig. "By the hair of my chinny chin chin, I will not let you 

come in." 

"Then I'll huff and I'll puff and I'll blow your house in," said the wolf. 

 



So he huffed and he puffed and he huffed and he puffed. The house of straw fell 

down and the wolf ate up the first little pig. 

The next day the wolf walked further along the road. He came to the house of 

sticks which the second little pig had built. 

When the second little pig saw the wolf coming, he ran inside his house and shut 

the door. 

The wolf knocked on the door and said, "Little pig, little pig, let me come in."  

"No, no," said the little pig. "By the hair of my chinny chin chin, I will not let you 

come in." 

"Then I'll huff and I'll puff and I'll blow your house in," said the wolf. 

So he huffed and he puffed and he huffed and he puffed. The house of sticks fell 

down and the wolf ate up the second little pig. 

The next day the wolf walked further along the road. He came to the house of 

bricks which the third little pig had built.  

When the third little pig saw the wolf coming, he ran inside his house and shut the 

door. 

The wolf knocked on the door and said, "Little pig, little pig, let me come in." 

"No, no," said the little pig. "By the hair of my chinny chin chin, I will not let you 

come in." 

"Then I'll huff and I'll puff and I'll blow your house in," said the wolf. 

So he huffed and he puffed and he huffed and he puffed. But the house of bricks 

did not fall down. 

Now I want you to turn to the people next to you and discuss what two principles 

of life you think are found in that story!   Ok…. What do you think? 



Well…I’m going to suggest two principles of life I think you can find in this story.  

First, everyone builds a house!  Each pig builds a house: one out of straw, one out 

of wood, and one out of bricks, but each one builds a house.  Isn’t that true of 

everyone – aren’t we all building a house?  So perhaps the question is, what kind 

of house are you building, and what are you building it with?   You notice that 

each house is different; what we build won’t be the same will it – we’re all 

different, unique.  But the question remains: what kind of house are you building 

and what are you building it with? 

Second principle, each house faces the storm. The wolf comes to every house and 

knocks on every door!  Interestingly this is not a story about being able to avoid 

the wolf; it doesn’t make any difference where the house is built! The wolf is 

coming and coming to every door.  Maybe that’s true in life too: it doesn’t make 

any difference where you build or even what you build with – the wolf will come 

and come to every door!  Perhaps the question then is: how ready will you be 

when the wolf knocks on your door? 

Here’s another story that you will be very familiar with. As I read it, ask yourself 

the same question: what two principles for life can be found in this story? 

24 
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
25 

The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet 

it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 
26 

But everyone who 

hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish 

man who built his house on sand. 
27 

The rain came down, the streams rose, 

and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 

crash.” (Matthew 7 v 24 – 27) 

There are some similarities here aren’t there!  Everyone builds a house!  The 

storm comes to everyone regardless of where the home is built or what it’s built 

with.  So how are you doing – building that is?  In both stories there is a house 

that is able to stand firm through the storm.  So…how are you doing? 



My favourite teacher when I was at school was Mr Clay. I was in year 6 and he 

was my class teacher.   I think part of the reason I liked him was because he was a 

man, significant for me having lost my dad so young.  I think too I liked him 

because I remember him being good fun.  We used to call him “Jaffa Cake” 

because he wore a black tracksuit with two orange stripes down the sleeves and 

legs when he took us for games!  When I was 10, I hung on his every word!  What 

was the key to him being a good teacher?  My best guess – he loved teaching!  He 

was able to put up with all our misbehaviour and obtuseness in lessons, because 

he loved teaching. 

Real teaching is an act of love isn’t it?  Perhaps another way of saying it is, great 

teaching is always a form of love.  Jesus was a great teacher – arguably the 

greatest teacher there’s ever been.  Jesus invites his followers to accept him as 

their teacher.  Seems to me great teachers want their pupils to go on and be 

better than themselves.  Jesus said: “If you follow me and follow my teachings, 

you will go on to do the things you’ve seen me do…and then some.”   

But…but…that will only happen if we follow him and accept him as our teacher.  

Friends, the truth is this: If we want to experience fully the love of God, then we 

must receive and follow his teaching.   So how are you doing?  Friends, how are 

you doing building your house?  What kind of house are you building?  Friends, 

everything you do, every decision you make, every commitment you make, every 

relationship you enter, every skill you cultivate, every promise you make or break 

becomes part of your house.  How’s the building going? 

Jesus teaching is just a little bit deeper than the story of the Three Little Pigs. It’s 

really about your life, your soul.  So how’s your heart – the centre of your being?  

Here’s a challenging question: who is responsible for the building of your house?  

You are, and only you!  Some people will do almost anything to avoid the truth of 

that fact!  Friends, the quality of the choices you make will determine the quality 

of your character, your soul…and you alone are responsible for that quality. 

I think one of the tragedies of living the “if only” life, is that in truth we are trying 

to avoid taking responsibility for the building of our house.  Living the “if only” life 



means we are claiming the fault for the quality of our choices lies somewhere else 

when in truth it does not! 

Scholar Paul Tournier wrote: “To live is to choose.  It is through the making of 

successive and resolute choices that man traces out his life.”  John Ortberg 

suggests some signs that show we might be failing to take responsibility for 

building our own house:  

• I am overly eager to please.  I find myself looking for others’ approval to 

validate my choices.   

• I can’t decide.  I lack clarity on what it is that I truly think is good or right or 

even enjoyable.  I waver and hesitate to commit.   

• I am anxious.  A little criticism from the wrong source leaves me feeling 

defeated.   

• I lack integrity.  Instead of freely saying what I believe, I calculate and adjust 

my words to fit more closely with what I think the other person wants to 

hear.
1
 

So…what are you building friends?  How is your soul, your character?  Jesus story 

makes it clear that no-one avoids the storm!  Friends, the truth is simply this: you 

cannot build a house where there will be no storms.  That we will face storms in 

life is simply not the issue.  What is the issue, is that the storm will test the house.  

The issue is: how will you fair when the storms come? 

I heard this true story from a guy called Henry Cloud who is a Christian 

psychologist:  A research team did an experiment to find out how being prepared 

for the unexpected could affect people’s actions.  Two groups of men were given 

the same task, a group of American footballers and a group of FBI agents.  Their 

task was to complete a 1 mile run along a path to a gate and back in 9 minutes: an 

easy task.  Just before they began they were told to be ready in case a wild boar 

came onto the path – it could be very dangerous if surprised!  Truth is, there was 

no boar!  Instead a member of the research team hid in the bushes half way along 

the path to act as a wild boar.   
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The footballers went first, highly confident in their ability to complete the task.  

All was going well until they saw the bushes move and heard what they thought 

was a wild boar making for the path.  In a frenzied panic they turned and ran back 

down the path, they way they’d come thus not completing the task.  They were 

devastated: highly skilled, fit and trained athletes and they had failed to run 1 

mile in 9 minutes. 

The FBI agents set out along the path. When they thought they heard and saw 

evidence of a wild boar, they put their training into practice, took a defensive 

position and waited.  No boar appeared, so they ran to the gate and back along 

the path.  They completed the task successfully. The difference: they had been 

trained to expect the unexpected, they had been trained to face the storm and 

their house stood firm.  The research team videoed both groups along the path 

and when they showed the video to the footballers, they broke down at their 

failure! 

Friends, everyone builds a house; everyone will have to face a storm; but not 

everyone is ready!  How about you?  The real challenge of Jesus teaching is not: 

are you building a house, or will you have to face a storm, but what are building 

on?  Ask it another way; are you ready?  Well…. how about you?  Friends, what is 

your foundation? 

Notice in the story Jesus doesn’t say, the man who built his house on the sand is 

evil or wicked, he says he’s foolish.  He says the man places his ultimate trust in 

something which cannot sustain you through the storms of life, and on something 

that cannot sustain him when he has to give an account of his life before God.  

Jesus says that to put your ultimate trust in anything other than a life guided by 

the wisdom and power of God is, simply, foolish. 

He loves you because He loves you because He loves you…so He sent Jesus to 

teach us how to live!  He teaches that the best thing any person can do is to base 

their life on what He says about God and the world.  Friends, Jesus teaching is an 

act of love, and every time we follow His teaching, we are building our house one 

brick at a time, and when we do that love wins in our hearts!  Let me ask this 

question again: Are you ready?  



Our vision statement says that: By 2015 we will be radical followers of Christ…. 

Transforming communities!  Here’s what I think; as we open ourselves to the gift 

of God’s love and follow Jesus, love wins in our hearts and begins to transform 

the communities in which we live as we live out Jesus teaching day by day. 

 

You know, when we met, I began to discover a new vulnerability, a warmth and a 

lack of pretense that impressed me.  I saw in you a thriving spirit – no signs of 

internal stagnation anywhere.  I could tell you were a growing person and I liked 

that.  I saw you had strong self-esteem, not based on the fluff of self-help books, 

but on something a whole lot deeper.  I saw that you lived by convictions and 

priorities and not just by convenience, selfish pleasure, and financial gain.  And I 

had never met anyone who lived like that before. 

I felt a depth of love and concern as you listened to me and didn’t judge me.  You 

tried to understand me, you sympathized and you celebrated with me, you 

demonstrated kindness and generosity – and not just to me, but to other people, 

as well 

And you stood for something.  You were willing to go against the grain of society 

and follow what you believed to be true, no matter what people said, and no 

matter how much it cost you.  And for those reasons and a whole host of others, I 

found myself really wanting what you had.  Now that I’ve become a Christian, I 

wanted to write to tell you I’m grateful beyond words for how you lived out your 

Christian life in front of me. 

Friends, Jesus says follow me – love wins! 

 

Preached at Crawley Baptist Church on Sunday 17
th

 June 2012, by Rev. Ian Phillips.  


