
In the Mess 

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? 

 

When I was at Spurgeon’s I wrote an essay titled: “It could be you!”  The national 

lottery had begun a couple of years earlier and I wanted to write an essay proving 

why it was something a real Christian wouldn’t need to engage with!  The original 

title I chose was this: “It could be you: trusting the lottery or the providence of 

God!”  I spoke to my tutor who said this in response: “If you choose that title, you 

may show you haven’t really understood the issue even before you start writing 

the essay!”   Wow – I thought that was a bit harsh!   His point was powerful 

however: Ian, truth is, it’s just not that simple, and maybe the providence of God 

is a bit more complex than you understand or are prepared to admit.  Maybe you 

need to do a bit more thinking – this is a complex subject! 

Turn in your Bible to Luke chapter 18, verses 1 – 8 are the parable of the 

persistent widow, I would like you to read that through and then discuss with the 

person next to you what you think is the main point of what Jesus is saying! 

The Parable of the Persistent Widow 

 
1
 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always 

pray and not give up. 
2
 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither 

feared God nor cared what people thought. 
3
 And there was a widow in that town 

who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’  

   
4
 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t 

fear God or care what people think, 
5
 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, 

I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”  

 
6
 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 

7
 And will not God 

bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he 

keep putting them off? 
8
 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. 

However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 



Ok.... answers please! 

One is that Jesus is encouraging people to keep praying and not give up, to be 

persistent!  That’s a fair point and may have some merit; there are times when we 

need to keep on praying and not give up – which we may do far too easily.  If you 

take that view I ask this question: What kind of God does this parable tell us 

about?  It seems to suggest a God who only answers prayer if you nag him long 

enough, and when he does answer you it is because he just wants to be rid of you 

and your nagging!   

Another way to understand the main point is that Jesus is making a contrast here, 

and the point is: You as his children are not like the widow and God is not like the 

judge.  You are not like the widow because you can come to God anytime and not 

have to work hard to get his attention.  Actually God longs for you to talk to him, 

and God doesn’t answer prayer because you nag and he gets fed up. He has 

something far, far better in mind – he wants the best for you...always!   

Depending on how you read it, depends on what kind of God you end up with!  

One way God is harsh, distant and disinterested in those who come to him.  The 

other, he is a doting father who longs for his children to come to him so he can 

give them his excellent best. 

When God does finally answer Job, what he says is a little bit unexpected, but we 

must be careful how we read it, because it makes a difference as to what kind of 

God Job has! 

The LORD Speaks (Job 38) 

 
1
 Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm. He said:  

 
2
 “Who is this that obscures my plans  

   with words without knowledge?  
3
 Brace yourself like a man;  

   I will question you,  

   and you shall answer me. 



What is Job expecting God to say?  What he wants is answers – the answer to why 

he has suffered the way he has, when he is innocent!  Trouble is, God doesn’t 

often do what we expect and he doesn’t do it here either!  You could read these 

opening words as a harsh rebuke, God in a booming, demeaning tone: “Who is 

this who darkens my counsel...?”  This way God is like the judge who wants simply 

to have the widow go away!  He is indignant that Job should dare question him; 

after all what can Job possibly know or understand about how God operates?  If 

that’s the tone, you have to ask the question: what kind of God is he?  What is 

God like? 

I think the answer is: you end up with a somewhat frightening God who is very 

much like the judge who simply wants the widow to go away and stop bothering 

him.  He takes very little interest in what’s going on and has no intention of 

answering anything, least of all the insignificant suffering of a man who would 

dare to question him and proves he knows very little in the questions he asks! 

However...there is another way we can read these words, a much better way and 

one that leads us to a completely different understanding of what God is like.  We 

can read these words as a gentle, but extraordinarily loving reproof!  It’s as if God 

says: “Ah, Job! I hear your struggles and I really want to answer them and help 

you, but you know things are a little bit more complex than simple answers.  I 

realise that’s a bit of a blow, we’d all like simple answers – but this is a world 

where love is possible!  I’m going to show you some things which will help you see 

a different picture and show who I really am and I hope you will see that I am 

worth following.” 

Read it that way, and you’re in a whole different place with a completely different 

God. God’s response to Job’s request for a showdown, is to give him an insight 

into what kind of person God himself is.  Job has a limited point of view because 

he has a finite mind, and God is going to open his eyes just a little and to show 

him the complexity of the universe and what God thinks about it. So he takes Job 

on a tour of the universe.  He starts in chapter 38 v 4 with how the universe 

began. “Job,” he asks excitedly, “what do you know about that... fantastic isn’t 

it?” 



He points out that the angels were so impressed with what was happening in 

creation that they shout for joy!  The morning stars all sang!  In the rest of chapter 

38 God reveals to Job his wonderful creativity in all that he made, at the same 

time as pointing out that there is so much Job simply doesn’t, and can’t 

understand – it’s so complex.  In chapter 39 God lets Job see just how much he 

delights in his creation, and God is giving Job an insight into the love that is at the 

centre of the universe. 

Job 39 

13
 “The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully,  

   though they cannot compare  

   with the wings and feathers of the stork.  
14

 She lays her eggs on the ground  

   and lets them warm in the sand,  
15

 unmindful that a foot may crush them,  

   that some wild animal may trample them.  
16

 She treats her young harshly, as if they were not hers;  

   she cares not that her labor was in vain,  
17

 for God did not endow her with wisdom  

   or give her a share of good sense.  
18

 Yet when she spreads her feathers to run,  

   she laughs at horse and rider. 

The ostrich! Why is God telling Job about the ostrich? It shows God is a God of 

fun!  The ostrich is a slightly goofy looking animal who has wings but cannot fly.  

She flaps her wings anyway – as if it’s actually going to get her anywhere. She lays 

her eggs but can’t remember where she’s laid them – she’s not a great mum! 

 

 

 

 



Job 40 

15
 “Look at Behemoth,  

   which I made along with you  

   and which feeds on grass like an ox.  
16

 What strength it has in its loins,  

   what power in the muscles of its belly!  
17

 Its tail sways like a cedar;  

   the sinews of its thighs are close-knit.  
18

 Its bones are tubes of bronze,    its limbs like rods of iron.  

19
 It ranks first among the works of God,  

   yet its Maker can approach it with his sword. 

Some commentators think the behemoth is the hippo!  In the ancient world the 

behemoth was considered what they called the chaos monster.  Some people 

wrote that it had to be eliminated for the earth to be habitable for human beings.  

Some commentators prefer to think of it as a spiritual being representing “the 

flesh” in Paul’s terminology. But if it is the hippo, it fits with what God is saying 

about the animals he created!  He ranks the hippo as a success – he loves it and 

ranks it first among his works of creation!  The point here is that the ostrich and 

the hippo bring great joy to God.  They have no strategic value to him, they offer 

him nothing. God gets very little, if anything back from these animals, but he 

delights in them because that’s the kind of person he is.  He loves because he 

loves because he loves...that is his very nature. 

Job is getting an insight into the very nature of God himself. Why would God 

make a world like this and why would he love a world like this?  One 

commentator writes this: “Because God loves pizzazz!  Because he revels in the 

beauty and delights in the joy of the least strategic creatures that will never do 

him any good. He just loves to give.” 

What is revealed to Job on his tour of the universe is a God who is endlessly good, 

uncontrollably generous and irrationally loving!  God has no need or desire to 



defend himself because as he shows Job around his creation, his nature simply 

bubbles out and floods over Job.  

I think there may be something else going on here that isn’t directly in the text at 

this point.  Remember all the way back to the text of chapter 1 + 2, God is 

confident that Job is capable of choosing the way of love even in the most severe 

pain. That’s the reason he allows Satan anywhere near Job in the first place. Satan 

is convinced people are selfish and only follow God for what he gives them. God 

thinks he is wrong about people, wrong about God, wrong about love and wrong 

about Job.  By this point in the story, Job has proved God right and Satan wrong.  

Satan was and is, wrong about Job, wrong about God, wrong about love and 

wrong about you and me!  I think, and it’s just a hunch, that God is really, really 

excited about Job as he shows him around the universe.  I think that as he looks at 

and speaks to Job out of the storm, he can see that Job is just beginning to see 

that God is worth loving even if you get nothing back...because Job is beginning to 

see that God is endlessly loving, uncontrollably generous and irrationally loving;  

that self-giving, self-sacrificial love is truly at the centre of the universe and that 

the most important and significant thing any person can do is to trust themselves 

to the character of God. 

Job’s response to God is wonderful. 

Job 42 

Job 

5
 My ears had heard of you  

   but now my eyes have seen you.  
6
 Therefore I despise myself  

   and repent in dust and ashes.”  

That’s another way of saying two really important things. First: “I knew little 

about what you were like when this began – but now I see how little I knew, you 

are far beyond my understanding but now I know more of who you are.”  Second: 

“what I know of you is enough for me!  God is enough!  I know I can trust you with 

everything!”  That’s another way of saying, God you are worth loving even if I get 

nothing back!  There has been a profound change in Job as he has come to this 



point…but love is winning his heart as he opens his eyes to the God who is 

endlessly good, uncontrollably generous and irrationally loving. How much is love 

winning your heart? 

I found this story deeply and profoundly challenging. Maybe as we follow Job and 

look to what God is really like, this is the kind of thing that begins to happen in 

our lives.  Job chose the way of love.  How about you? 

I made a vow to myself on the drive down to the vacation beach cottage.  For two 

weeks I would try to be a loving husband and father.  Totally loving. No ifs, ands, 

or buts.  The idea had come to me as I listened to a commentator on my car’s tape 

player.  He was quoting a biblical passage about husbands being thoughtful of 

their wives.  Then he went on to say, “Love is an act of the will.  A person can 

choose to love.” To myself, I had to admit that I had been a selfish husband – that 

our love had been dulled by my own insensitivity.  In petty ways, really chiding 

Evelyn for her tardiness; insisting on the TV channel I wanted to watch; throwing 

our day-old newspapers out before Evelyn had a chance to read them.  Well, for 

two weeks all that would change.  

 And it did.  Right from the moment I kissed Evelyn at the door and said, “That new 

yellow sweater looks great on you,”  “Oh, Tom, you noticed,” she said, surprised 

and pleased.  And maybe a little shocked.  After the long drive, I wanted to sit and 

read.  Evelyn suggested a walk on the beach.  I started to refuse, but then I 

thought, Evelyn’s been alone here with the kids all week and now she wants to be 

alone with me.  We walked on the beach while the children flew their kites. 

So it went.  Two weeks of not calling the Wall Street investment firm where I am a 

director; a visit to the shell museum, though I usually hate museums; holding my 

tongue while Evelyn’s getting ready made us late for a dinner date.  Relaxed and 

happy, that’s how the whole vacation passed.  I made a new vow to keep on 

remembering to choose love. 

There was one thing that went wrong with my experiment, however.  On the last 

night at our cottage, preparing for bed, Evelyn stared at me with the saddest 

expression.  “What’s the matter?” I asked her.  “Tom,” she said in a voice filled 

with distress, “do you know something I don’t?”   



 “What do you mean?”  “Well…. that checkup I had several weeks ago…… our 

doctor….. did he tell you something about me?  Tom, you’ve been so good to 

me…… am I dying?” 

It took a moment for it all to sink in.  Then I burst out laughing.  “No, honey” I said, 

wrapping her in my arms, “you are not dying; I’m just starting to live!”
1
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