
In the Mess 

DIVINE HELP 

 

We all need a little bit of help sometimes don’t we?  William Tyndale, you may 

know, was a 16
th

 century bible scholar with a passion for making the bible 

available to ordinary people.  He translated the bible into English and the 

language of the common people.  The Church of England didn‘t like the 

translation and Henry V111 banned it.  In 1524 Tyndale fled to Belgium to avoid 

arrest. In 1535 Tyndale met a student from England named Henry Philips.  Philips 

wanted to know everything about bible translation and became a close friend of 

Tyndale.  One evening the two men went to dinner together. As they entered the 

inn, Philips stepped back to allow Tyndale to go in ahead of him. As he stepped 

through the door, two agents of King Henry V111 seized Tyndale.  Only at that 

moment did Tyndale realise that the young Henry Philips had betrayed him to his 

enemies. Tyndale was imprisoned, tried and executed as a heretic on 6
th

 October 

1536.   

Three years after Tyndale’s death Henry V111 dropped his opposition to a bible 

translation for the ordinary people of England, and the English Great Bible was 

published in 1539 based almost entirely on Tyndale’s translation.  The betrayal of 

a friend can be devastating.  William Tyndale suffered the ultimate betrayal. His 

dying words had been that God would open the eyes of the King of England!
1
 We 

might look back and say that God was at work in the mess.  

Job is suffering in the mess and in the betrayal of his three friends, but there is a 

glimpse that Job, somehow, can see God at work in the mess, and that even in the 

mess, huge and devastating as it is, is divine help.   

In chapter 15 of Job we enter the second round of arguments between Job and 

his friends.  Eliphaz is again the first to speak and now he is quite vicious with his 

words. 
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Job 15 

Eliphaz 

 
1
 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:  

 
2
 “Would a wise person answer with empty notions  

   or fill their belly with the hot east wind?  
3
 Would they argue with useless words,  

   with speeches that have no value?  
4
 But you even undermine piety  

   and hinder devotion to God.  
5
 Your sin prompts your mouth;  

   you adopt the tongue of the crafty.  
6
 Your own mouth condemns you, not mine;  

   your own lips testify against you. 

It seems that Eliphaz has lost patience with Job now since he refuses to accept the 

advice of his friends.  Job, he says, may have the reputation of being a wise man 

but in truth he is nothing more than a windbag and a hypocrite!  One of the things 

that is going on for Eliphaz is that his own faith and theology is being severely 

challenged by Job’s situation and Job’s response. In verses 7-13 he argues that 

traditional wisdom and theology are on his side even though Job seems to want 

to claim a monopoly on wisdom!  In verses 14-35 Eliphaz returns to his old 

argument that as verse 20 says: “all his days the wicked man suffers torment.”  He 

adds that as well as God’s punishment that everyone can see, the wicked suffer 

the torment of fear!  One of the things that can happen when our world is 

severely challenged is that we feel threatened. That is exactly what is happening 

to Eliphaz.   

Friends, what do you do when you feel threatened?  Often we batten down the 

hatches and defend ourselves.... don’t we?  I’m not particularly proud of what I 

am about to say, but I know that if you push the right buttons with me, I’ll come 

out fighting!  If you box me into a corner, and I feel deeply threatened, I’ll try to 

fight my way out!  I’ve done it in deacon’s meetings – I sometimes wonder why 

anyone would want to sit in them with me, I’ve done it at Body Talk, I’ve done it 

in my marriage, I’ve done it in my small group, and just as I think I’m learning to 



control it – bang there it is again!  Being patient with others who somehow make 

me feel threatened is really hard. 

Everything Eliphaz thought he knew and understood about God was being 

threatened by what he saw happening to Job and in Job’s response. Eliphaz’s 

response is to batten down the hatches and dig himself deeper into his own 

position. He’s actually guilty of the very thing he’s accusing Job of.... not listening!  

But we get that don’t we?  We get the desire to defend ourselves and what we 

believe.  It is particularly infuriating when others refuse, or don’t want to see our 

point of view, our perspective! 

There is something that touches us deeply when they don’t go with our 

understanding of God.  Eliphaz accuses Job of undermining not only his own faith, 

but also the faith of others by his response to what is happening (v4). But we 

know that it was precisely because of his faith and how God expected Job to 

respond that he allowed Satan the freedom to act at all! 

Friends, I have talked about the language of response before. We must be very 

careful what language we choose, for it will determine how we walk into the 

future.  Eliphaz’s language of response is the language of impatience, 

defensiveness and intolerance.  What language are we speaking?  Bildad’s 

language of response is that he is infuriated with Job. 

Job 18 

Bildad 

 
1
 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:  

 
2
 “When will you end these speeches?  

   Be sensible, and then we can talk.  
3
 Why are we regarded as cattle  

   and considered stupid in your sight?  
4
 You who tear yourself to pieces in your anger,  

   is the earth to be abandoned for your sake?  

   Or must the rocks be moved from their place? 



He regards Job’s intense search for God as a hypocritical sham. He is infuriated 

that Job would dare to say God had closed their minds to understanding (17 v 4) 

and that none of them is wise (17 v10).  He is infuriated that Job could accuse God 

of tearing him to pieces like a wild animal (16v9.) For Bildad this proves that Job is 

bitter towards God and his friends. He is infuriated because he thinks Job thinks 

the world revolves around him – and no God won’t change the way the world is 

to please Job!  He’s infuriated with Job because, yes, the wicked are always 

punished! 

 And yet... the fruit of the spirit is..... patience.  Patience: long suffering with 

aggravating people!  How are you doing? 

When you feel threatened, challenged, infuriated, can’t get your head around 

what you are hearing, think someone’s theology is completely skewiff, have heard 

it all before, completely disagree with someone else’s point of view, feel backed 

into a corner, feel like everything you believe is on the line.... what is your 

language of response? 

What do you really think about Eliphaz and Bildad?  Be careful now – your 

language of response may reveal more about you than them!!  Job’s response to 

his friends is that he is infuriated with them too! 

Job 16 

Job 

 
1
 Then Job replied:  

 
2
 “I have heard many things like these;  

   you are miserable comforters, all of you!  
3
 Will your long-winded speeches never end?  

   What ails you that you keep on arguing?  
4
 I also could speak like you,  

   if you were in my place;  

I could make fine speeches against you  

   and shake my head at you.  
5
 But my mouth would encourage you;  

   comfort from my lips would bring you relief. 



They are, he says, miserable comforters!  Job is also struggling with what God is 

doing – or not doing! 

Job 16 

 

 
6
 “Yet if I speak, my pain is not relieved;  

   and if I refrain, it does not go away.  
7
 Surely, God, you have worn me out;  

   you have devastated my entire household.  
8
 You have shriveled me up—and it has become a witness;  

   my gauntness rises up and testifies against me.  
9
 God assails me and tears me in his anger  

   and gnashes his teeth at me;  

   my opponent fastens on me his piercing eyes.  
10

 People open their mouths to jeer at me;  

   they strike my cheek in scorn  

   and unite together against me.  
11

 God has turned me over to the ungodly  

   and thrown me into the clutches of the wicked.  
12

 All was well with me, but he shattered me;  

   he seized me by the neck and crushed me.  

He has made me his target;  

 
13

 his archers surround me.  

Without pity, he pierces my kidneys  

   and spills my gall on the ground.  
14

 Again and again he bursts upon me;  

   he rushes at me like a warrior.   

Job’s description of God here is a little shocking; he depicts God as a wild animal 

with its prey caught in its jaws, shaking it!  Ever felt like Job feels?  Unsupported 

by friends; abandoned by God?  Is God worth loving even if you get nothing back?  

What begins to emerge though, in Job’s response, is something quite remarkable. 

In the depth of his despair Job is able to say these words: 



Job 16 

 

19
 Even now my witness is in heaven;  

   my advocate is on high.  
20

 My intercessor is my friend
[a]

  

   as my eyes pour out tears to God;  
21

 on behalf of a man he pleads with God  

   as one pleads for a friend.  

Somewhere, deep down in Job is the conviction that God is just and justice is 

alive.  Somewhere, deep down, Job is convinced of the character of God. 

 Job 19 

23
 “Oh, that my words were recorded,  

   that they were written on a scroll,  
24

 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead,  

   or engraved in rock forever!  
25

 I know that my redeemer lives,  

   and that in the end he will stand on the earth.  
26

 And after my skin has been destroyed,  

   yet in my flesh I will see God;  
27

 I myself will see him  

   with my own eyes—I, and not another.  

   How my heart yearns within me! 

Somewhere deep down Job summons new faith in the God who he thinks is 

responsible for crushing him!  That is truly extraordinary faith.  Job is sure he is 

going to die, but he will receive justice before he does – he will be vindicated, he 

will be shown to be innocent.  Job is not referring here to Jesus, as we Christians 

see it but, I think, somehow, he is appealing to the character of God himself to 

argue and prove his case!  Friends, we can do what Job could not do, but which he 

somehow manages to point us towards.  In the mess, we can look to the 

character of God, by looking at the person of Jesus. 

Friends, if you want to know what God is like, look at Jesus!  Colossians tells us 

that Jesus is the image of God and that all the fullness of God can be found in him 



(Colossians 1 v 15, 19).  So for a moment this morning, I want to look at a story 

about Jesus that has at least some parallels with the story of Job. 

Somewhere, she crossed the line!  The difference here, significant difference, 

between her story and Job’s is that she chose to cross the line.  Maybe she could 

claim it wasn’t entirely down to her, but she made a choice.  Maybe her marriage 

wasn’t good; maybe there was no love left. Maybe she was ignored and maybe it 

wasn’t something she went looking for, but in the end she made a choice.  Maybe 

it began with a glance, a smile, a moment of attention. However it happened, she 

crossed the line, and she chose an affair.  Perhaps at first she felt guilty, 

embarrassed, secretive.  Maybe those feelings wore off and she became more 

confident, she – they – wouldn’t get caught!  But…she was wrong!  At that 

moment she would have done anything to go back, but that’s the problem with 

crossing the line – you can never go back!   

They are delighted!  Caught in the act!  They wrap her in sheets and take her to 

Jesus. She is brought by her enemies to Jesus, not to be healed, but to be killed. 

But they are not so much interested in the woman – their prize is Jesus! 

What will be the language of his response?  They want something with which to 

accuse him and they think they’ve got it!  If he shows mercy he’s soft on the law; if 

he says, “stone her!” the crowds will never forgive him. And as a Jew he’s not 

allowed, under Roman law, to execute anyone! 

Job’s friends would have been in their camp, I think!  They, and Job’s friends, had 

already condemned another. But Jesus, in one brilliant moment, shows God’s true 

character:  “Ok – go ahead and stone her if that’s what you want; pass 

judgement; but just before you do make sure that you are sinless yourself, because 

sinful people, fallen people, are in no position to throw stones!” 

Job’s friends figured they were righteous and Job was a sinner; they of course 

were righteous, she of course was a sinner.  Jesus, with a master stroke, replaces 

them with two new categories: sinners who admit, and sinners who deny!  After 

they’ve left, Jesus refuses to condemn her, but he cuts her to her heart and 

challenges her to the core: “Go…. and sin no more!” (John 8 v 1-11) 

That is perfect acceptance…. And it’s the same for you and me.  Paul says there is 

no condemnation or those who are in Christ. If God is for us, he says, who can be 

against us?  Friends, we know what Job did not: that while we were still sinners, 



Christ died for us, and that he will stand in the gap for you and me. And when we 

look at Jesus, we see God’s heart is for us, because he loves you because he loves 

you because he loves you… 

Friends, follow Job’s example in the mess and look for the character of God!  

There you see that God is worth loving… even if you get nothing back!   

Just one final challenge today: is there somewhere in your life that you need to let 

go of a stone that you’re holding, ready to throw?  Ask for divine help…because 

he loves you because he loves you…….. 
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