
In the Mess 

HAVING YOUR SAY! 

 

Just before Christmas I received a phone call that slightly unnerved me. It was 

from an insurance company asking me to contact them.   I was a little suspicious 

and wondered if it might be a scam, but I returned the call to find out what they 

wanted.  I was told by the person on the other end of the line that the reason 

they’d contacted me, was because my car had been involved in an accident!  I was 

confused – no it hadn’t! 

I asked them for the details of this accident, but they refused to give them unless I 

gave them my personal details!  Again I was thinking this is a scam – give them 

your details and you’ll be in trouble, but they insisted they couldn’t give me any 

more details until I identified myself further!  I decided to take the risk and gave 

my details. I was then told that I had been in an accident in Cumbria on 26
th

 

October, where I had pulled out of a side road and been hit. It was the passenger 

in my car who was making the claim against me!  What??!! 

I told the person that this was simply untrue – I hadn’t been to Cumbria in 

October. I told them I lived in Crawley – a long way from Cumbria. I then pointed 

out that I had my insurance with the RAC, they claimed to be the London Victoria 

group. They checked and told me I didn’t have insurance with the RAC, but with 

them!  I had my policy out in front of me!!  I told them I would contact the RAC – 

which I did and confirmed I had insurance with them.  It was an unnerving 

conversation leaving me a little confused. 

I was contacted again by phone and by letter insisting that I had been in an 

accident in Cumbria on 26
th

 October!  The truth was I had been in Dorset, during 

half term visiting my mum, and on 26
th

 October we had visited the New Forest 

Wildlife Sanctuary.  Trouble is I couldn’t definitively prove it!  I had no evidence 

that could categorically show me and the car at the New Forest Wildlife Sanctuary 



on 26
th

 October 2011.  I knew I was innocent, but someone else was insisting I 

was guilty! 

Job is convinced he is innocent, but his friends are convinced he must be guilty of 

some sin that he is hiding and all that he is suffering is because he refuses to 

acknowledge what he has done.  If only he would repent, confess, come clean, 

admit that he is not as righteous as he’s trying to make out then God would be 

able to stop the trauma.  What a mess! 

I had hoped the accusation that I had been involved in an accident in Cumbria 

would be found to be wrong once I had spoken to the insurance company, but a 

couple of weeks later they phoned again, and again.  I received a letter detailing 

the alleged incident and claiming my car was indeed involved. The bit that really 

upset me was when the letter said: “we realise you claim your car was not 

involved, but the other party are insisting that it was!”  “Insisting!”   Well, they 

can insist all they like – but the truth is they were wrong!  And I knew it! 

Eliphaz had answered Job from the basis of experience. He thought he’d had a 

“spiritual” experience in which he had seen the truth of the situation. But basing 

theology on spiritual experiences is not adequate, and Eliphaz’s conclusion that 

Job is suffering because he is a sinner is, in this case, simply wrong!  Experiences 

of God can be hugely valuable – but they are never the whole truth.  We know Job 

was suffering because of the truth about a world where love is possible. Eliphaz 

had no room for this truth.   

Bildad answered Job on the basis of tradition: we know how God has acted in the 

past, so we know what is happening here! It is, of course, true that God is a God 

of justice as Bildad makes clear. The problem with resting theology on tradition is 

that it can so easily become based on pride, and that can lead to becoming like 

the Pharisees!  We know how it works and it never changes! 

Bildad argued that tradition says sinners always suffer because God is punishing 

them, and because God is just, what is happening to Job is just. But we know that 

Job was suffering, because in a world where love is possible, so is evil.  



 Zophar is angry with Job from the off and argues from the point of view of reason 

– common sense!  The essence of his argument is that what he can see and Job 

can’t, is that God is simply too big for Job to understand. There are no answers to 

Job’s suffering, at least not that Job will understand because God is too big for 

that.  God in his wisdom, is simply too big for us to comprehend. But we know 

that Job was suffering because in a world where love is possible so is evil. 

I decided to write a letter to the London Victoria insurance group detailing my 

exact movements in the half-term week and detailing any receipts that proved 

where I was on the days either side of 26
th

 October 2011.  It wasn’t enough to live 

with the truth that I knew I was innocent – I had to respond! 

In chapters 12 – 14 Job makes a decisive response to the counsel of his friends. It 

is a decisive moment in the drama where he sets out to show his friends that their 

arguments are in fact bankrupt in his case!  One of the main things Job challenges 

is that truth can be poured out into a simplistic mould.  How many times I wonder 

have we judged others on the basis of our personal experience, or on what has 

gone before, or the perspective of our own reason or what we think is common 

sense?  Perhaps we would do well to remember that the world is complex and 

God cannot be put into a mould.   

So Job makes his response. 

Job 12 

 
2
 “Doubtless you are the only people who matter,  

   and wisdom will die with you!  
3
 But I have a mind as well as you;  

   I am not inferior to you.  

   Who does not know all these things? 

Job 13 

 
1
 “My eyes have seen all this,  

   my ears have heard and understood it.  
2
 What you know, I also know;  

   I am not inferior to you. 



Job’s first point is that whatever his friends might think of him and what is 

happening he knows he is not inferior to them. He has been stung by their words, 

but he is not stupid!  Wisdom will not die with Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. Job is 

challenging their sense of spiritual superiority – and rightly so! 

Friends, we would do well to guard against any kind of spiritual superiority. In 

chapter 12 Job quotes all sorts of proverbs taught in the schools of wise men. He 

is simply making the point that he is just as knowledgeable as his friends, but 

these facts and abstract ideas avoid the harsh truth about how life really is! 

 Friends, how quick are you to judge others?  It’s very easy to be able to see what 

is going on for others and why it is happening...isn’t it?  It is also very easy, if 

things are going well and God feels close, to feel that we are somehow “better” 

than others.  How we love to criticise other’s expressions of faith or lack of them.  

How easy we find it to correct the theology of others when things don’t seem to 

make sense.  Spiritual superiority can lead us think that we are somehow 

indispensible to God – he couldn’t do his work without us!  The danger of that is 

that very soon we begin to believe that we, in fact, are God!  It lurks in every one 

of us. 1 Peter 5 v 5 reminds us that: “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to 

the humble.” 

Job 13 
3
 But I desire to speak to the Almighty  

   and to argue my case with God.  
4
 You, however, smear me with lies;  

   you are worthless physicians, all of you!  
5
 If only you would be altogether silent!  

   For you, that would be wisdom. 

Job wants his friends to be silent, and he wants to face God and argue his case!  

To his friends this would have been a shocking thing to say.  No-one can stand 

before God – not even a righteous person, so Job is going way beyond what 

would be understood as acceptable theology. But for Job nothing less than a 

personal encounter with God will suffice.  His friends think Job will simply be 

annihilated by God. Job reasons that if God was going to destroy him, and for that 



matter anyone, he’d already have done it.  So the truth must be that God, in 

truth, cares for his people!   

One of the things that Job is having to wrestle with here is that his own view of 

God was, not very long ago, the same view that his friends are now telling him 

about.  When he was wealthy, and his family was prosperous, Job would have 

understood that as God’s blessing. Why would he not?  He was a righteous man, 

hard working and honest, and God rewarded him for it.  Not long ago he would 

have said exactly what his friends are now saying to him if the boot had been on 

the other foot!  But he knows his own heart and now his theology doesn’t work 

anymore. So what is left for Job – where does he now go with his wrestling?  The 

answer is…to God alone! 

Actually in the mess, Job has nowhere else to go. His friends are making it worse 

for him and his wife is struggling so badly she wants him to curse God and die.  

There is only one place left…God himself. 

Friends, sometimes the mess throws us unto God in ways that we would never 

choose but get us to the point of seeking God alone!  And maybe – and I choose 

my words carefully – maybe there is blessing in the mess that surrounds us.  The 

mess, the pain, the confusion drive us to demand an audience with God. 

Thank you for your prayers and support for our trip to Thailand. There are lots of 

things I could talk about, but today I want to say one thing. I met Pastor Edmond.  

Pastor Edmond is of the Karen people of Burma, a people who helped the British 

in WWII but who have been persecuted by their own government for decades. 

Many have fled Burma into the relative safety of Thailand.  Pastor Edmond has 

committed his life to serve God in the midst of these people.  He could have left, 

but he has chosen to stay. Remarkably he has chosen to live in the mess even 

though he could have walked away and lived a prosperous life somewhere else. 

He is fully aware of the consequences of his choice. He has chosen to live with 

almost nothing so that he can serve God among his people, the Karen.  He told us 

one evening, some of his story and some of the remarkable things that he has 

seen.  He talked a lot about prayer and how there have been times when his only 



option has been to pray.  He has been shot at, pursued, hunted and persecuted 

but he has flung himself onto God!  He told us of an occasion when he prayed 

earnestly for months at a time – because there was nowhere else to go and 

because he believes passionately in the goodness of God. 

You know friends, and I don’t want this to sound trite because it’s not but I was 

challenged to think that maybe the best place to be is the place where the only 

option I have is God!  Maybe friends, you and I have too many options and maybe 

our biggest single challenge is, amidst all the options we have, to throw ourselves 

onto God alone!  As I was writing these words, this question went through my 

mind: what is in the way of me throwing myself onto God alone?  And you? 

Job 13 
15

Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him. 

Maybe that’s another way of saying; ‘Even if I get nothing back, I will choose to 

believe that God is worth loving!’  How about you?   

A couple of weeks ago I got a letter from the London Victoria insurance group 

apologizing for any inconvenience they may have caused me and acknowledging 

that the incident on 26
th

 October was a case of mistaken identity and they had 

closed the case!  I had a huge sense of relief, I was vindicated! 

Job is not there yet, God remains silent and in chapter 14 Job reflects on life. 

Job 14 

 1 “Mortals, born of woman,  

   are of few days and full of trouble.  
2
 They spring up like flowers and wither away;  

   like fleeting shadows, they do not endure. 

Life is short and full of trouble and death is final!  Job has a fleeting moment of 

hope where he figures God will not hold his sin against him, but it doesn’t last and 

he sees death as final.  We need to understand the Old Testament view of death 

is different to ours. We have hope, they did not understand.  This life was all Job 

knew. That is not true for you and me. 



 

2 Timothy 1 

 “Christ Jesus destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 

1 Peter 1 

Praise to God for a Living Hope 

 
3
 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4
 and into 

an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 
5
 

who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to 

be revealed in the last time. 
6
 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 

may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 
7
 These have come so that the proven 

genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by 

fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8
 Though you have not 

seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 

filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 
9
 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, 

the salvation of your souls. 

 

Preached at Crawley Baptist church on Sunday 26
th

 February 2012 by Rev. Ian Phillips. 


