
In the Mess 

THERE MUST BE MORE THAN THIS! 

 

The best selling popular psychology book, “The Road Less Travelled” by M. Scott 

Peck, begins with three words: ‘Life is difficult!’  We all know that is true don’t 

we!  Some of us here today can look back on times in our lives when life was 

difficult, perhaps unbearable.   We have memories that we would rather not be 

reminded of.  We have had experiences we would rather not re-live, and certainly 

would not wish to repeat.  I’m sorry if by speaking in this way I have stirred 

difficult emotions that some of us have deep in our hearts and minds and 

memories.   

Some of us would say that right now we are living the words ‘Life is difficult.’ For 

some of us that’s financial: the economy is not good and we are the ones living 

the consequences of financial hardship.  For some of us it’s relational: significant 

relationships that are challenging, painful and very hard.  For some of us its 

emotional: we’ve been hurt and we’re struggling with our emotions as a result.  

For some of us its spiritual: we can’t make sense of our faith in the light of what 

we see happening to us and around us. 

We’ve talked before about living in second choice worlds. This is the truth, that 

much of life is not how we would choose it to be.  Sometimes second choice 

worlds come about because we have to live in the consequences of our own 

choices and mistakes.  Sometimes they come about because of the choices and 

mistakes of others.  The truth about second choice worlds is that whether we like 

it or not that’s where we have to live, and yet we are not in control of them. 

Life is difficult 

The story of Job is the story of a man who suddenly finds that life is difficult, 

almost unbearable.  The story of Job is the story of a man who is plunged deep 

into a second choice world not of his making.  Job would never have chosen what 



happened to him and his family. But that’s where he had to live – a second choice 

world!  We have to live in the world as it is, not in the world as we would like it to 

be.  

 It may be that in a strange sort of way, we understand that life is difficult. 

Perhaps it’s harder to understand why life is also sometimes unfair.  Life being 

difficult perhaps we can manage, but there is something deep within us that kicks 

against it when life is unfair. And it is!! 

That’s what children say a lot isn’t it? “It’s not fair!”  But as adults, when life is 

unfair, it can be simply devastating!  I have to admit that there have been times, 

and if I’m honest it still happens occasionally, when I have wanted to shout loudly 

“It’s just so unfair!”  I’m guessing you have too – maybe you feel like that right 

now!   

There are so many stories of life being unfair. Last weekend scientists celebrated 

the 70
th

 birthday of Stephen Hawking.  Steven Hawking is possibly the greatest 

scientist of his generation.  In 1965 he was told he had two years to live because 

he suffered from Motor Neurone disease!  A brilliant mind in a body that doesn’t 

work.   

The story of Joni Eareckson has challenged us I’m sure. A young talented 17 year 

old who dived into the water one day and broke her neck. You may have read her 

story and what she’s done. But...for many people life is unfair! Life can be unfair 

in lots of ways; in families, in health, in material ways.  The story of Job is the 

story of a man for whom life was unfair in all these ways.   

The story of Job is, in case you are not already familiar with it, briefly this.... 

According to the book which bears his name, Job was a man of unparalleled and 

genuine piety.  He was honest and good, a man of standing.  He was wealthy 

through hard work; he was a good dad and a good husband.  Then a series of 

disasters happen and he loses everything: his wealth, his family (apart from his 

wife) and his health.  Literally the only thing he doesn’t lose is his life!  Things are 

only made worse for him by friends who come to try to help him, but when they 

spoke they accused him, and insulted him and blamed him for what had 



happened.  They tell him he’s only getting what he deserves.  For most of the time 

God is silent which only serves to make the unbearable, worse.  Job has to live 

with both misery and mystery.   When God finally breaks his silence, he does not 

give any answers and certainly no explanation.  At the end of the story, God tells 

Job’s friends that they got it wrong and should apologise and he made Job 

wealthier than before!  It is, by any reckoning, an extraordinary story, but it is too, 

a story that is so often our story.....isn’t it?   Because we find ourselves with the 

same questions and challenges. 

As we begin this series, I want to pose a question that seems to me is the greatest 

challenge in Job and maybe the point of the book.  Some people say that the book 

of Job is a book primarily about the problem of suffering.  It’s a book that deals 

with the problem of suffering.  It’s a book about how to handle or endure 

suffering.  It’s a book that deals with the problem of suffering and a loving God.  I 

think there’s truth in that!  Some say it’s primarily about the sovereignty of God.  

It’s a book that shows God is in control and is sovereign even if you can’t see it or 

experience it.  I think there’s probably some truth in that too! 

I have wrestled with those understandings and I’m going to dare to suggest that 

the biggest question the book of Job poses is this: “Is God worth loving even if you 

get nothing back?”  Friends, I would challenge you to ask yourself that question all 

the time!  It is certainly not an easy question to wrestle with and it may be very 

uncomfortable to think about it! 

The reason I pose the question is because I think it touches on something that is 

deep within the story of Job.  I think it is something that is deeply challenging but 

at the same time deeply profound. 

Friends, I have told you before that I will preach only that of which I am 

convinced.  I think that the book of Job is, ultimately a book about love, actually!  

The question tested as it were in this story is this: “Is Job’s God, the God of the 

Old Testament and the New Testament, the Christian God, worth loving, even if 

you get nothing back?” 



Job, we are told at the beginning of the story is quite simply, the best man of his 

time!  As is clear from the conversation between Satan and God in chapter 1, God 

thinks the world of him. 

 
8
 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no 

one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and 

shuns evil.”  (Job 1 v 8) 

This is not a story about God having to humble Job in order to teach him 

something!  Friends, if we sin a lot, we should not be surprised if we hurt 

ourselves a lot!  Job is not called “blameless” because he didn’t ever sin, but 

because he tried as hard as he could to walk in all of God’s ways.  Job was a good 

man, whom God thought was a great man!  When Satan enters the story he 

challenges God’s view of Job.  He does it because what he is really doing is 

challenging the whole notion of love. 

1 John 4 vs 8 & 16 tell us that God is love; John 3 v 16 tells us that, “God so loved 

the world that he gave his only son....”  He loves you because he loves you.......  

Satan’s challenge to God about Job is that love isn’t enough!  Satan effectively 

points the finger at Job and at the human race, and says: “people are nothing 

more than slaves to their own self-interest.  The whole thing is a farce – people 

will only love God if he gives them what they want.” He says, “you take away 

everything that you have given to Job, this hedge that you’ve put around him, and 

you will see that he won’t love you anymore!”  God’s response is this: “No, 

actually you are wrong – very wrong!  At the core of this universe is self-giving, 

self-sacrificing love.  I made human beings to give and receive that kind of love.  

They are capable of it, when they are experiencing pleasure, and even when they 

face days of extreme pain!” 

When God finally speaks to Job near the end of the book, what he says is a bit of a 

surprise!  He talks about some of the animals he’s created and asks Job questions 

about them which Job cannot answer. One thing this reminds us of is just how 

limited our understanding of things really are.  There is and will be plenty we 

don’t understand!  God is far, far bigger than we can really imagine and we would 



do well to remember that!  But perhaps there is something else going on as God 

speaks in this way to Job. 

Job 38 v13-18 

13
 “The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully,  

   though they cannot compare  

   with the wings and feathers of the stork.  
14

 She lays her eggs on the ground  

   and lets them warm in the sand,  
15

 unmindful that a foot may crush them,  

   that some wild animal may trample them.  
16

 She treats her young harshly, as if they were not hers;  

   she cares not that her labor was in vain,  
17

 for God did not endow her with wisdom  

   or give her a share of good sense.  
18

 Yet when she spreads her feathers to run,  

   she laughs at horse and rider. 

Why does God talk about the Ostrich to Job?  It gives us an insight into the 

character of God, which is deep and profound!  An animal like the Ostrich, a 

slightly goofy looking animal that flaps her wings but can’t fly, can’t remember 

where she’s laid her eggs and has no strategic value – is a joy to God.   God gets 

absolutely nothing from loving his creations – he gets nothing from the Ostrich!   

God is endlessly good, uncontrollably generous and irrationally loving!  It is God’s 

nature to love and to give.  If we ask our question to Job: “Is God worth loving, 

even if you get nothing back?”  He’d say “Yes!”  Satan was wrong about Job, 

wrong about God, wrong about love and wrong about you and me!  Love wins! 

I want to say a word briefly to those living in the land of Uz right now.  Job never 

understood what was going on, or why, but he chose to believe that God is worth 

loving whatever happens.    When we are in Uz we don’t know how long it will last 

or why we are here, but our response has eternal significance.  Sometimes we will 

be tempted to say, “Surely there must be more than this!” I think the answer 



might be yes – its love. And love wins because there is a God who is endlessly 

good, uncontrollably generous and irrationally loving, who holds you close to his 

heart, and longs for you to love him back, just like Job!  I hope that when I am in 

Uz I will prove that God is worth loving! 
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