
Whatever it takes!! 

GO, I’LL MEET YOU THERE! 

 

I don’t know if you’ve figured it out yet, but this series is about being a 

community that is not safe! Not safe in the sense that it’s not a community just 

for those already in it, but one that is outward looking.  Our Vision Statement 

says we will be people who are naturally transforming communities!  How are 

we doing? 

One of our thrusts, how we will walk towards that vision, says we will be “lights 

on a hill!”  So how are we doing?  Transforming communities, lights on a hill, 

God’s light and love in all we do…How? 

One of the things I think God probably says to his people the most is: “Go, I’ll 

meet you there!”  So often we make the mistake of thinking faith is being sure 

of something.  We don’t want to move or do anything until we’re sure God has 

told us and we know exactly what to do.   

Perhaps to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego he said, “Go, I’ll meet you in the 

furnace.”  Perhaps when we have the courage to step out in faith, we give faith 

an opportunity to grow and give God room to do his work!  How are you 

doing? 

I have three thoughts to leave with you today that I hope help us to be 

outward looking and therefore not safe! 

Thought number one. 

18 The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while 

he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 
2 

Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw 

them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed 

low to the ground. 

3 
He said, “If I have found favour in your eyes, my lord do not pass your 

servant by. 
4 

Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash 



your feet and rest under this tree. 
5 

Let me get you something to eat, so 

you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have 

come to your servant.” 

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 

6 
So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three 

seah of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 

7 
Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it 

to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 
8 

He then brought some curds 

and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before 

them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. (Gen 18 v 1 – 7) 

The first thought is around the idea of hospitality. A really important detail in   

this story is that Abraham is sitting at the entrance to his tent!  He’s neither 

inside his tent, nor outside, but at the entrance. He’s facing in and out at the 

same time!  He’s inhabiting two worlds simultaneously.  Perhaps you could say 

he’s at home but facing the world.  How about you? 

The only reason he sees three men approaching his tent is because he’s facing 

two worlds.  Interestingly there are two parts to God’s covenant with 

Abraham; that he will be blessed and that he will be a blessing. The first part – 

that he will be blessed, is totally up to God.  The second part – that he will be a 

blessing, well, he’s got to join what God is doing for that to be a reality!  Same 

is true for you and me!  To be blessed friends, that’s God’s responsibility and 

it’s safe in his hands.  To be a blessing, God says: “Go, I’ll meet you there!” 

And here, Abraham, at the entrance to his tent, at home, but facing the world, 

is ready to be a blessing.  How about you?   

He’s at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. You realise that’s 

madness don’t you?  In the culture at the time, no-one would be 

contemplating playing host in the heat of the day…not least because no-one 

would be out in the heat of the day – it’s just too hot! 

But, Abraham has been blessed, so he’s ready, waiting, just in case!  When 

three men turn up unexpectedly, he shows extravagant hospitality!  Turns out 

Abraham has welcomed the Lord himself!  Jesus said: “Whatever you did for 

the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me!”  Are you ready 

to be a blessing? 



There’s another story  about hospitality. 

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two 

by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 
2 

He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask 

the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field. 
3 

Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
4 

Do not take 

a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

5 
“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 

6 
If someone 

who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will 

return to you. 
7 

Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, 

for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to 

house. 

8 
“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 

9 
Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has 

come near to you.’ (Luke 10 v 1 – 9) 

Here’s a challenging twist for us to wrestle with.  Abraham offered hospitality 

to others.  Jesus suggests the way to win the hearts of strangers is to accept 

hospitality from them!  How good are you at accepting hospitality from others?  

When we offer hospitality, it puts us in charge, we’re in control – here’s what I 

have to offer to you!  But to receive hospitality means we are the ones in 

need… and maybe that’s harder for us to handle.  When we give hospitality we 

can play the hero!  When we receive hospitality perhaps we’re the beggar! 

Perhaps the question becomes this: how vulnerable are we prepared to 

become to meet others where they are?  Jesus’ command to the 72 is 

somewhat controversial. He tells them, “eat whatever is set before you!”   He’s 

talking to people who observed Kosher laws but who might not be given 

Kosher food!  Isn’t that dynamite – eat whatever!  Perhaps though, this is 

precisely where God says, “Go, I’ll meet you there!”  By going, and trusting, we 

give God the room to bring blessing on others! 

So… how are you doing? 

Thought number two. 

Where do you meet most of the people that you meet in a week?  Here’s my 

second thought: In between places. Actually it’s not my thought, I read it in a 

book, but it struck a chord with me.  In between places are neither our world, 



nor someone else’s.  They’re places where everyone is forced to adapt, but 

only by a little bit!  Perhaps the way we talk, the things we talk about, the 

things we eat, are slightly different.  For most of us our work places are in 

between places, they’re not your home, but they’re not anyone else’s home 

either. You’re all slightly out of your comfort zone, you all do things slightly 

differently than you would at home.  You talk differently at work and about 

different things.  It’s an in between place.  Coffee shops, gym classes, evening 

classes, the school playground, the dog walking route, the bowls club, the 

hairdressers, the football club or the touch line, the pub….In between places! 

Unless I’m sorely mistaken, most of us spend most of our lives in in between 

places. We spend that time with people, most of whom we don’t see in places 

like this on a Sunday!  It seems to me that it’s in the in between places that we 

can make a difference if we don’t play safe.  It’s in the in between places we 

can both extend and receive hospitality. 

I realise the need to be wise, but how often do we accept hospitality from 

others…and we wonder why they don’t take up the invitation to come to 

church with us?!  It seems to me, the point is, putting ourselves in the place 

where we give God the room to move.     

Every three weeks or so on a Friday evening Zac and I play football. That’s easy 

for me, because I like playing football. But we don’t play until 8.30pm and by 

then I’m usually thinking of sleep!  But we go!  And I go for two reasons.   First, 

I want to encourage Zac and engage with him and it’s a good way for me to do 

that.  Second, I go because I’m trying to get to know a guy who I don’t naturally 

meet anywhere else and with whom I’d like to talk about faith. We’ve been 

doing this for about three years now and at half term we had, for the first time, 

lunch together and we nearly got asked to leave the pub because we’d stayed 

too long.  The Reason? We were talking about life and how hard it can be!  

Two blokes, football blokes, talking about deep stuff!  Not bad!  I’m intending 

to hang in there – mainly because right now he owes me lunch!  Actually that’s 

true and a deliberate ploy on my part. I paid last time in the hope he might say: 

“It’s on me next time!”  Which he did.  The point?   We get another 

conversation, over lunch, to talk and talk and talk… 

It begins in an in between place!  The good news is: God says : “Go, I’ll meet 

you there!” 

Thought number three 



40 
Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all 

expecting him. 
41 

Then a man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came 

and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house 
42 

because 

his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. 

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 
43 

And a 

woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years,
[c]

 

but no one could heal her. 
44 

She came up behind him and touched the 

edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 

45 
“Who touched me?” Jesus asked. 

When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding 

and pressing against you.” 

46 
But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out 

from me.” 

47 
Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came 

trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told 

why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 
48 

Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” 

49 
While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of 

Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t 

bother the teacher anymore.” 

50 
Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she 

will be healed.” 

51 
When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in 

with him except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and 

mother. 
52 

Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. 

“Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” 

53 
They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. (Luke 8 v 40-53) 

What happens when something dirty touches something clean?  The clean 

become dirty!  Levitical law says exactly that: every time something dirty 

touches something clean, the clean becomes dirty.  Leviticus is full of 

instructions for rituals people had to follow to make themselves clean after 



touching something dirty.  What happens when something dirty meets the 

living God?  Well look at the story! 

A girl who is dead, and a women suffering bleeding!  Both are unclean.  Truth 

is, this woman has been ill for so long that everything she touches is unclean – 

even her husband if she has one!  She reaches out and touches Jesus. Now that 

should make Jesus unclean!  But Jesus reverses the order of things and she is 

made clean.  What is shocking is that Jesus says she is clean immediately! The 

law says she’s not clean for 7 days yet, and the law says she must offer two 

doves for sacrifice on the 8
th

 day to the priest.  Jesus says, “Go in peace!” 

Jesus touches a dead girl and she wakes up!   The law states that when clean 

and unclean touch, it is always, always the clean that becomes unclean.  A 

clean thing never purifies or cleans something unclean – until Jesus! 

Friends, if we talk about influence – that the clean can make the unclean, 

clean, maybe we need to change our thinking.  I grew up believing there were 

all sorts of people, places and activities I couldn’t go anywhere near as a 

follower of Christ because I might be contaminated!  Now, I’m not saying we 

don’t need to be very wise, extremely wise – we do.  But if God is at work in 

the world, which he is, and he is at work in me by his Spirit, which he is…and 

when God is at work the unclean always becomes the clean… 

Well I certainly have some thinking to do!   

When I accept the hospitality of others… 

As I move in the in between places… 

Maybe I can hold onto the truth that God is at work in the mess, and the mess 

is better than safe!  So…How are we doing friends? 

By 2015 Crawley Baptist Church will naturally be radical followers of Christ: 

Caught up in him 

Enjoying each other 

Transforming Communities 

    And then some……. 

We will be lights on a hill! 

So, how much is God saying to you: “Go, I’ll meet you there!” 

Preached in Crawley Baptist church on Sunday 17
th

 March 2013 by Rev. Ian Phillips. 


