
An Extraordinary, Ordinary Life 

AN ENDURING HEART! 

 

I’ve never done it yet… but I have thought about it many times.  I’ve never yet 

run a marathon, I did once run 10 miles.  I got my mother to drop me at a 

village 10 miles from home and I ran back.  I was young when I did that, at 

University, so I did it without any training, but to run a marathon, that’s 

different and I haven’t done it.  If I ever did run a marathon I would want to 

run the whole way, I would feel like I’d failed if I didn’t keep running, to keep 

running for 26 miles, 385 yards of a marathon is challenging… and sometimes 

really challenging. 

You may have seen what happened for one runner at the 2017 London 

Marathon, he was a club runner – which means he was a good amateur 

marathon runner -   He was expecting to run all the way to the finish in a very 

respectable time, but on this day, finishing proved a huge challenge.  Watch 

YouTube clip of 2017 London Marathon.  Finishing a marathon is quite a 

challenge. 

You may have noticed that the life of faith can be quite a challenge.  It has 

been said that it’s not how you start the Christian life that’s important, but 

how you finish. 

Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.                      

(Hebrews 12v1) 

How are you doing?  How’s your heart?  Not everybody who started the 2017 

London Marathon got to finish the race.  Not everyone who starts the Christian 

race finishes well. 

How well are you doing? 

Hebrew 12 v 1 urges us to “run with perseverance the race set before us.”  But 

the next sentence is really, really important ….”Let us fix our eyes on Jesus” 

Jesus’ birth was, when it happened, almost missed.  A few shepherds on a hill – 

outcasts, made it to the stable, a few pagan wise men got there eventually, but 



mostly no-one knew that something quite extraordinary had taken place.  We 

know practically nothing about Jesus’ early years – apart from a scene in the 

temple when he was 12.  Pretty much the first thing we know about, was that 

Jesus was tempted to give up his race!  At the very beginning of his public life, 

Jesus is tempted to give it all up.  It could have been over before it all started.  

The gospels of Mathew, Mark and Luke all record the temptations of Jesus.  

 Mathew and Luke tell us it lasted 40 days, we perhaps tend to think there 

were only three times Jesus was tempted, because we read of three specific 

temptations brought by Satan, but Luke records that he was tempted for 40 

days! 

Perhaps one way to understand that might be to say that the devil tried 

everything he could, right at the start of Jesus ministry, to get him to quit!  But 

Jesus didn’t quit – he kept running.  Have you ever wondered what would have 

happened if Jesus had given in and quit?  Perhaps we’re tempted to think that 

once he’d endured the temptations of the devil – it was all plain sailing from 

there on.  But there must have been many times when he found it very 

challenging.  

When all the disciples left him (John 6) and he was left with only the 12 …..he 

must have felt like giving up.  When the disciples time and time again seemed 

so slow to understand what he was doing and saying…. he must have felt like 

giving up.  When the disciples argued over who was the greatest… he must 

have felt like giving up!  When the people of his home town waited to throw 

him off the cliff…he must have felt like giving up! 

When John the Baptist lost his head... he must have felt like giving up!  When 

people tried to trick him with clever questions….he must have felt like giving 

up!  When he was deserted by the very friends who said they’d never run 

away… he must have felt like giving up!   

When he experienced the agony and loneliness of knowing what lay ahead…he 

must have felt like giving up!  Those moments in the garden and his cry that if 

there’s any other way…. But he didn’t give up… he endured!  And Jesus’ best 

work, was his last work!  He endured the cross (Hebrews 12 v 2) 



It begs the question, how was he able to endure all of this?  Well perhaps 

Hebrews point us in the right direction. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 

let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 

entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame and sat 

down on the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who 

endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow 

weary and lose heart.    (Hebrews 12 v 1-3) 

….for the joy set before him… What was this Joy?  Well, I think, in a nutshell, 

and in my flawed and limited way of thinking and saying; it’s that Jesus lived in 

the bigger and better story of the truth about God!  Jesus was able to endure 

because he understood that he was participating in the bigger and better story 

of his Father.   

Perhaps for Jesus this joy included knowing that he had given his absolute, very 

best in his Father’s bigger and better story.  Perhaps for Jesus it was about 

knowing that because of his death on the cross – he was saving souls.  Because 

he went all the way to the cross, others could live in God’s bigger and better 

story. 

Perhaps because he had come from heaven and would be returning to heaven, 

he knew what was waiting for him!  He would rejoice again with the entire 

heavenly host!  For the joy set before him maybe includes all these things.  I 

think they are all wonderfully true, but I wonder if there isn’t something else 

too, that enabled Jesus to endure all the way to the cross.   

I wonder if it isn’t that he was able to trust the character of his Father.  Jesus 

lived absolutely in God’s bigger and better story.  Jesus knew he was 

unconditionally loved, absolutely loved.  Jesus knew he was loved because he 

was loved, because he was loved…..  Jesus knew that he was of inestimable 

worth.  Jesus knew he lived in the complete absence of condemnation because 

he was fully loved.   



Jesus knew that he lived with the presence of his Father in everything.  Jesus 

lived fully in the truth of his Father’s bigger and better story.  He trusted 

himself fully to the character of his Father! 

Friends, here’s what I’m thinking, let’s do what Jesus did, let’s trust ourselves 

fully to the character of God.  If we do that we, like Jesus, will have a rejoicing 

heart.  We will rejoice in the presence of God with us now, today, in everything 

by the power of his Holy Spirit!  We will live in the real presence of the one 

who loves us because he loves us because he loves us….. 

We will live in the wonderful truth that there is nothing here and now that can 

condemn us.  We will love knowing that he is always fighting for us.  We will 

rejoice too because of what we believe is waiting for us – the party of all 

parties! 

Here’s something else I’m wondering about, trusting ourselves to the character 

of God frees us from having to be certain about everything we believe and of 

everything to do with our Father.  I’m thinking that many of us, find enduring 

in the race, a struggle, because sometimes, maybe often, we have doubts.  

Doubts about what we believe; doubts about what God is or isn’t doing; 

doubts about ourselves. 

Well, part of enduring in the race, is living honestly with the doubts that are, in 

fact, an important part of faith!  If we have to be certain about everything we 

think we believe – we will struggle – big time!  Mainly because, if we’re honest, 

we are not certain….. About most of it, if not all of it! 

Ask yourself this question: If I am certain about something, how much faith do 

I need?  The answer, of course, is none!  If you are certain about something 

you simply don’t need faith!  Even Jesus expressed doubt: “If there is any other 

way, take this cup from me!”  but then he’s able to trust himself to the 

character of his Father and his bigger and better story: “Yet not my will, but 

yours!” 

And I think, in Jesus cry in the garden, he expresses the essence of faith.  It is 

the ability to be gut wrenchingly honest with his heavenly Father.  Jesus, in the 

garden, is as fully aware of the reason he’s there as any human being could be,  

but he says what he’s thinking anyway!  And his Heavenly Father honours that!  



In another time and another place, Job is not criticised by God for being honest 

with him.  In fact, in all his deep, gut wrenchingly honest rants in his suffering, 

God commends Job for speaking right things about the character of God 

himself. 

Here’s my point – even if only very dimly made.  An enduring faith is one that is 

gut wrenchingly honest before God: it shouts, it screams, it tells the truth of 

our heart, but it is one that trusts the character of God and his bigger and 

better story. 

Friends, if you live with a faith that tries to achieve certain things, believe 

certain things or that you must do certain things to keep God happy or to make 

him love you….my best guess is that you will, and probably are, struggling.  And 

sadly, many who try this kind of faith, give up, because it’s too hard.   

But if you do what Jesus did, and others like Job who have gone before us… 

and you trust yourself to the character of God and resolve to walk with 

him….and if you commit yourself to be gut wrenchingly honest before God, 

trusting that he loves you in exactly the same way he loves Jesus.  Then, in all 

the trials and testing’s that will come in this world… you can finish strong.  And 

you can have, like Jesus, an enduring heart.   

Friends, I pray for you and for me, that you will have the courage to trust 

yourself to the one who loves you because he loves you because he loves 

you…. So that you might endure! 
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