
An extraordinary, ordinary life! 

TUNED IN? 

 

GUESS HOW MUCH I LOVE YOU? 

Little Nutbrown Hare, who was going to bed, held on tight to Big Nutbrown 

Hare’s very long ears.  He wanted to be sure that Big Nutbrown Hare was 

listening.  “Guess how much I love you,” he said.  “Oh, I don’t think I could 

guess that,” said Big Nutbrown Hare. 

“This much,” said Little Nutbrown Hare, stretching out his arms as wide as they 

could go.  Big Nutbrown Hare had even longer arms. “But I love YOU this 

much,” he said. Hmm, that is a lot, thought Little Nutbrown Hare. 

“I love you as high as I can reach,” said Little Nutbrown Hare.  “I love you as 

high as I can reach,” said Big Nutbrown Hare.  That is quite high, thought Little 

Nutbrown Hare.  I wish I had arms like that. 

Then Little Nutbrown Hare had a good idea.  He tumbled upside down and 

reached up the tree trunk with his feet.  “I love you all the way up to my toes!” 

he said.  “And I love you all the way to your toes,” said Big Nutbrown Hare, 

swinging him up over his head. 

“I love you as high as I can HOP!” laughed Little Nutbrown Hare, bouncing up 

and down.  “But I love you as high as I can hop,” smiled Big Nutbrown Hare – 

and he hopped so high that his ears touched the branches above.  That’s good 

hopping, thought Little Nutbrown Hare.  I wish I could hop like that. 

“I love you all the way down the land as far as the river,” cried Little Nutbrown 

Hare.  “I love you across the river and over the hills,” said Big Nutbrown Hare.  

That’s very far, thought Little Nutbrown Hare.  He was almost too sleepy to 

think any more.   

Then he looked beyond the thorn bushes, out into the big dark night.  Nothing 

could be further than the sky.  “I love you right up to the MOON,” he said, and 

closed his eyes.  “Oh, that’s far,” said Big Nutbrown Hare.  “That is very, very 



far.”  Big Nutbrown Hare settled Little Nutbrown Hare into his bed of leaves.  

He leaned over and kissed him good night.  Then he lay down close by and 

whispered with a smile, “I love you right up to the moon – AND BACK.” 

Someone gave me this plaque once with the words: “I love you to the moon 

and back!”  Meghann gave me a key fob which I have on my keys: “I love you 

to the moon and back!”  It’s great when we read that story of hear those 

words spoken to us.  The Bible says it slightly differently but it says the same 

thing.   

God gives his magnificent best… for people like you and me. God gives his 

magnificent best in his extraordinary creation. God gives himself to a tiny 

nation called Israel so that they might become the most magnificent people. 

God gave his people ten magnificent commandments so they could live in the 

most magnificent way. God rescued his people in a most magnificent way from 

their captors in Egypt. God gave them his most magnificent provision every day 

for 40 years as they wandered in the wilderness. God never tired of them or 

gave up on them because his most magnificent love sought them at every turn. 

He gave them a magnificent land flowing with milk and honey – even though it 

was much later than he planned. Every time they rebelled he reached to them 

with his most magnificent love. Every time they chose a different path, God 

gave them a prophet to say: “There is a most magnificent way; it’s here, come 

this way!” When they were weak his magnificent love was strong. When they 

chose the path of exile, God’s magnificent love rescued them and brought 

them back! When the people only gave blemished sacrifices, his magnificent 

love waited, hoping, longing. And in his magnificent love, God made a better 

way. 

 

He waited, and longed, and hoped, and wooed, and loved, and reached. And in 

his magnificent love he came to us on an ordinary night, to an ordinary young 

couple, without fanfare and before no-one of any great significance or 

importance, in a little known town and round the back of an ordinary house! 

The most magnificent, king of the universe, left his magnificent home in 

heaven and came to be with us. A most, the most, extraordinary gift, in the 

most ordinary way, by a most, the most, magnificent God, to the most ordinary 

of people.  Because his most magnificent love never stops longing, waiting, 

hoping, reaching, giving and still his most magnificent love goes on giving. 



His most magnificent love chooses….you! 

His most magnificent love welcomes… you! 

His most magnificent love rescues …. you! 

His most magnificent love invites you to the best way to live! 

His most magnificent love forgives… you! 

His most magnificent love provides, every day for … you! 

His most magnificent grace extends to … you! 

God lavishes his most magnificent love on … you! 

God has given his most magnificent best… for you! 

 

Above All 

 

Above all powers, above all kings, 

Above all nature and all created things 

Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 

You were here before the world began 

 

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones, 

Above all wonders the world has ever known, 

Above all wealth and treasures of the earth, 

There’s no way to measure what you’re worth 

 

Crucified, laid behind a stone 

You lived to die, rejected and alone 

Like a rose trampled on the ground 

You took the fall and thought of me 

Above all. 

 

Perhaps now, in the light of all this, we’re ready to hear what the teacher 

wants to say to us.   

Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen 

rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do 

wrong. 

2 
Do not be quick with your mouth, 

    do not be hasty in your heart 

    to utter anything before God. 

God is in heaven 

    and you are on earth, 



    so let your words be few. 
3 

A dream comes when there are many cares, 

    and many words mark the speech of a fool. 

4 
When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has no 

pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 
5 

It is better not to make a vow than to 

make one and not fulfill it. 
6 

Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And 

do not protest to the temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why 

should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your 

hands? 
7 

Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore 

fear God (Ecclesiastes 5 v 1-7) 

Perhaps another way of saying the same thing is this:  An undivided God seeks 

undivided worshippers! 

How’s your heart?  In the light of God’s magnificent love, how is your heart? 

When Moses was preparing the people to live in the land that God had 

promised to give them he said this: 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
5 

Love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 
6 

These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 
7 

Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 

and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you 

get up. 
8 

Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 

foreheads. 
9 

Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 

gates. (Deuteronomy 6 v 4-9) 

What God most desires are those whose hearts are fully turned towards him.  

So… when you come to worship: how’s your heart?   

The teacher asks the same question.  The teacher has been challenging the 

illusion that so many people live.  The teacher has been saying that if we live in 

the illusion, life is in fact, meaningless!  The teacher has been saying that if we 

live in the illusion then everything we do is simply, a chasing after the wind.  

The teacher is helping us to strip away this illusion so that we can, in fact, live 

extraordinary, ordinary lives. 



The teacher is saying that life is a gift given by a most magnificent, generous, 

loving God.  And now the teacher challenges our response.  

The teacher recognises that God’s heart is fully turned towards his people and 

the teacher wants to invite us to have hearts fully turned toward God. And the 

teacher has some challenging advice for us as we gather to worship. 

Chapter 5 follows chapter 4 and that’s important here! In chapter 4 it becomes 

clear that if you look at the world from a human perspective all you see is toil 

and oppression and the tears of those who are crushed with no-one to comfort 

them.  Human wisdom can only take you so far – and it cannot make good the 

things we see under the sun!  In chapter 5 the teacher says what is critical is 

for us to listen, not to human wisdom, but to God, for God is speaking! 

“Guard your steps when you go to the house of God.  Go near to listen 

rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do 

wrong!” (Ecclesiastes 5 v 1) 

We are extraordinarily privileged in this church by the quality of those who 

lead us in worship and those who speak.  We are extraordinarily privileged in 

this church by the quality, ability and creativity of the musicians who aid us in 

worship.  We are extraordinarily privileged in this church by the commitment 

and dedication and sensitivity of those who operate the AV and PA systems, 

that most of the time we don’t even notice. 

We are privileged in this church that we have such good, challenging, musical 

services week by week, by week!  Yet.. yet… the teacher says, if that’s all there 

is… it is, in truth, like chasing after the wind! Because that’s all human stuff!    

When you come to worship, when you come to church, what are you doing?  

The teacher says some people who come are fools!   

Here’s a challenging question: “Could it be that you are one of the fools the 

teacher is talking about?”  How would you know if you’re a fool?  The teacher 

would say you come with a divided heart!   

It could happen like this:  coming to church has become so familiar, you don’t 

notice God anymore!  The things you do and say when you’re in church don’t 

match the things you do and say when you’re not!  When you come, you really 



don’t think you’ll learn anything… because you’ve pretty much got it all sorted.  

When in church you never really listen because your mind is full of other much 

more important things.  The fool is the one who plays these games with God.  

Looks great on the outside, but has nothing really to do with the heart. 

So the teacher is asking you: How’s your heart?  

Here’s another way of asking the question: In the light of everything you know 

about God and his most magnificent love, how do you come to worship?   

One of the challenges of chapter 4 was the damage that is caused by the 

worship of wealth and self- advancement.  It causes envy and destroys 

relationships.  Chapter 5 sets true worship – a heart turned fully to God, 

against false worship.  Jesus said you can’t serve two masters.  Either you will 

hate the one and love the other; or you will be devoted to the one and despise 

the other.  You cannot serve both God and money. (Mathew 6 v 24) 

If you really want to love God and your neighbour, you simply cannot love 

wealth, success, achievement, advancement or getting what “I” want. 

So the teacher asks: How are you doing? 

The teacher says God cares about your heart more than you know.  The 

teacher’s advice is one word: Listen!  Someone once said to me: you are either 

listening or waiting to talk!  In the light of God’s magnificent love, be ready to 

listen – that’s what the teacher says!  God speaks and he is speaking to you! 

Do not be quick with your mouth, 

  do not be hasty in your heart 

   to utter anything before God. 

God is in heaven 

    and you are on earth, 

    so let your words be few. 
3 

A dream comes when there are many cares, 

    and many words mark the speech of a fool.  (Ecclesiastes 5 v 2-3) 

One commentator says a heart attentive to God multiplies neither toil nor 

words.  So the teach asks: How’s your heart?   



A heart that is fully turned toward God will take verses 4 – 7 seriously.  The 

teacher simply says, when you do speak to God, tell the truth.  You don’t need 

to dress it up in flowery, spiritual language, just be honest and tell the truth.  

Don’t make promises to God you have no intention of keeping – just tell the 

truth.  A heart fully turned toward God has no need to make a vow because 

what you see is what you get!  

So the teacher asks: How’s your heart? 

The teacher exhorts us to stand in awe of God!  The teacher understands that 

life is complex, messy, unpredictable and sometimes tragic.  The teacher says 

God fully understands that.  The teacher says God wants to speak to his people 

in all and every circumstance.  The teacher says that we must examine 

ourselves, but fully trust in the magnificence of God’s love and his word.  His 

word is his gift – hold onto it with all your heart. 

So, friends, in the light of all you know about God’s most magnificent love for 

you; in the light of all you know of the magnificent things he’s done for you: 

how is you heart?   

The teacher longs for you to live well, and the teacher knows God’s heart for 

you.  The teacher would love the truth of this story: 

A Jewish couple had a son after many years of trying and he was a great joy for 

them!  They named him Mordecai – but he became quite a challenge for them.  

They were pious Jews, yet Mordecai was a rambunctious, zestful boy who had a 

love of life.  When he was old enough, his parents sent him to the synagogue to 

learn the word of God.  They stressed to him how important it was to learn 

God’s word and that without knowledge of it his life would be less.   

He listened but the next day he never arrived at the synagogue instead he 

found himself in the woods, swimming in the lake, and climbing the trees.  By 

the time he got home, news of his antics had spread all through the village, 

everyone knew of his shame.  His parents were at a loss as to what to do. They 

called in an expert to modify Mordecai’s behaviour. But he next day he found 

himself in the woods, swimming in the lake and climbing trees. 

His parents grieved for their son and felt there was simply no hope for him.   As 

it happened the Great Rabbi was visiting the village and the parents of 



Mordecai went to him in desperation. They told him the story and the Rabi 

invited them to leave Mordecai with him.  He said: “Leave him with me and I 

will have a talk with him.”  Unsure and ashamed, they left him with the Rabbi.   

Mordecai faced the great Rabbi trembling!  He beckoned the boy to come to 

him, and then simply and gently picked him up and held him silently to his 

heart.  The next day Mordecai went to the synagogue, and when he had 

finished, went to the woods, swam in the lake and climbed the trees.  Only this 

time as he walked in the woods, the word of God became one with the words of 

the woods, which became one with the words of Mordecai. And as he swam in 

the lake, the words of God became one with the words of the lake which 

became one with the words of Mordecai. And as he climbed the trees, the 

words of God became one with the words of the trees, which became one with 

the words of Mordecai.  And Mordecai grew to become a great man. 

People who were seized with panic came to him and found peace. People who 

were without anybody came to him and found communion. People who had no 

exits came to him and found a way out. And when people came to him he said, 

“I first learned the words of God when the Great Rabbi held me silently against 

his heart.”
1
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