
Where do we go from here? 

WHICH DOOR? 

 

I hope this series is proving helpful.  I hope this series has opened your mind to 

a different way of thinking about how we make the choices we do.  I hope this 

series has helped you in your understanding of God and how he interacts with 

us as we make our many choices.  I hope this series is cultivating in you a 

confidence in yourselves as you go about everyday life…a confidence that as 

you take responsibility for your choices, so God will meet you. 

I hope this series has opened a new way of thinking about how the choices we 

make can mean us partnering with God.  I hope this series has helped you to 

recognise the possibility of being a blessing to others as you walk through a 

door.  I hope this series has caused you to become excited about the truth that 

when you step through an open door, your story gets mixed up with the story 

of Jesus! 

Let me tell you for a moment about how I have seen this work out in my life in 

the past few days and weeks.  I’ve told you before about a young man I have 

met whose name is Dev.  Dev and I met when I started to help at the Crawley 

Food Collective – a food bank for charities and agencies in Crawley.  Dev is the 

volunteer who helps at the Food Collective every Wednesday morning.   

I first met Dev in April and we’ve got to know each other over the months that 

have followed.  Incidentally, me getting involved in the Food Collective in the 

first place, was, I now see as I look back, about walking through an open door.  

It was the open door of possibility and the opportunity to be a blessing to 

others. 

Over the last few months I have got to learn that Dev is an atheist.  I’m not 

sure why he’s come to describe himself in that way, but that’s how he 

describes himself.  We’ve had a number of conversations, some about faith, as 

we work together.  Dev has a degree in Philosophy.  Dev spends a lot of his 

time alone in his flat.  Dev wants to work but is finding it really hard to get a 

job. 



Dev has had some really challenging things happen in his life.  Dev came round 

for a BBQ in the summer – and told his dad that he was going to the Vicar’s 

house and he thought I’d probably get my guitar out and start singing at some 

point!  Dev calls me his boss!!  I brought Dev some tea from Malawi.  Dev 

brought me back some spicy nibbles from India!   

The other day Dev sent me a text which got my attention.  It began ‘In view of 

your past…!’  Dev asked me if I’d be his running partner!  Dev feels he needs to 

get some exercise, so he’s asked me if I’ll go running with him because he 

knows I was a P.E. Teacher!  Dev texted me last week to say he’d had his last 

cigarette because he wants to be a bit healthier.  Somehow I’ve got to work 

out how Dev and I can go running. 

Dev, quite simply, is asking for help, and quite simply, I think I might be the 

only person he knows to ask!   Last week Dev sent me a text that nearly made 

me cry.  So you’ll understand why: on a Wednesday morning Bill from CAP, and 

Steve from St. Vincent De Paul Society come to the food store to collect food.  

Both charities then distribute that food to their ‘clients’ during the week.  Both 

Bill and Steve are Christians – that’s why they do what they do.  When they 

come each week we chat together, and laugh together and talk seriously about 

poverty in Crawley together. 

Bill has tried in vain to fix our hydraulic trolley – but he keeps coming back for 

another go!  A paraphrase of Dev’s text to me would be something like this: 

“Ian, as I’ve watched you, Bill and Steve on a Wednesday morning, I’ve come to 

realise there’s a kind of Christianity that I could follow, that is the nature of the 

bond you have fostered.’  That nearly blew me away.  Then he added; ‘But I 

cannot, simply because I am irreversibly atheistic in my thinking and nature!’ 

Running with Dev could just be an open door where my story and his story get 

mixed up with the story of Jesus!  I hope, friends, this simple story encourages 

you to see that open doors are everywhere…and when we choose ‘yes’ … who 

knows?  But in choosing ‘yes’ we choose God as our partner in the story that 

unfolds. 

But…but… if doors are everywhere, and they are, we can’t choose to walk 

through every door.  So… how do we know which door to choose and say ‘yes’ 

to? 



‘Behold I have placed before you an open door that no-one can shut.’ (Rev 3v8) 

But how do I know which door that is?  What if I go through the wrong door?  

We noted at the beginning of this series that God has some frustrating 

characteristics…one of which is that he doesn’t always, I would say mostly, tell 

us which door to choose. And there’s a very important reason or that:  It is 

because God wants us to become excellent choosers…. And that can’t happen 

unless we do the choosing! 

What God most wants for you and for me, is that we become magnificent 

people in the image of Jesus.  By giving us the freedom to choose, God 

graciously gives us the opportunity to grow and become magnificent people in 

the image of Jesus, and we can become excellent choosers.   

You will not find texts in the Bible which tell you which choice to make.  

There’s no chapter that says: “Five ways to discern God’s job for you!”  But 

here’s what you do find:  

“If any of you lacks wisdom, ask God, who gives generously and ungrudgingly, 

and it will be given to you. “ (James 1 v 5) 

“This is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 

and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best.” 

(Philippians 1 v 9-10) 

If I’m facing a choice and want to know God’s will… I don’t begin by asking 

which choice is God’s will for my life.  I need to begin by asking for wisdom. 
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The Bible’s word for people who are good choosers and who choose doors well 

is: wise.  This is not the same as having a high IQ, being educated, or having the 

right qualifications.  Wisdom in the Bible is the ability to make great decisions.  

It is the art of living well. 

How are you doing? 

The book of Proverbs is all about wisdom. 
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Wisdom’s Call 

8 Does not wisdom call out? 

     Does not understanding raise her voice? 
2 

At the highest point along the way, 

    where the paths meet, she takes her stand; 
3 

beside the gate leading into the city, 

    at the entrance, she cries aloud: 
4 

“To you, O people, I call out; 

    I raise my voice to all mankind. 
5 

You who are simple, gain prudence; 

    you who are foolish, set your hearts on it.
[a]

 
6 

Listen, for I have trustworthy things to say; 

    I open my lips to speak what is right. 
7 

My mouth speaks what is true, 

    for my lips detest wickedness. 
8 

All the words of my mouth are just; 

    none of them is crooked or perverse. 
9 

To the discerning all of them are right; 

    they are upright to those who have found knowledge. 
10 

Choose my instruction instead of silver, 

    knowledge rather than choice gold, 
11 

for wisdom is more precious than rubies, 

    and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

12 
“I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; 

    I possess knowledge and discretion. 
13 

To fear the LORD is to hate evil; 

    I hate pride and arrogance, 

    evil behaviour and perverse speech.  (Proverbs 8 v 1-13) 

The biggest difference between people who flourish in life and those who 

don’t is not money, health, talent, connections or looks.  It’s wisdom – the 

ability to make good decisions. 
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The nation of Israel loved wisdom and they flourished when they acted wisely.  

Lady Wisdom in proverbs is a poetic expression for the wisdom of God, and the 

point is simply this: where wisdom is, there, somehow, God is. 
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So… very briefly some ways God’s wisdom can lead us to, and help us through 

the open doors we encounter.   

Wisdom says: stop waiting for a passion with your name on it!  Sometimes we 

think that when we discover the passion with our name on it – life will be an 

endless road of highly motivated activity which is effortless and always 

completely fulfilling.  No-one’s life is like that! 

If you think choosing the right door will lead to that kind of life – you are, in 

Biblical terms, a fool!  Wisdom sees it differently: don’t wait for passion to lead 

you somewhere you’re not, but start by bringing passion to the place where 

you are.  Remember – there’s a door in every circumstance!   

Wisdom says: practice on small doors. “Wherever we have an opportunity, let 

us work for the good of all.” (Gal. 6 v 10) Running with Dev is an everyday open 

door – it’s a ‘yes’ to a request for company!  It’s a ‘yes’ that might get me into 

trouble – taking on another thing and stressing about how to fit it in!  But 

better to practice and learn on small doors so when the big ones come, I’m 

ready! 

Wisdom says: allow time and energy for big door decisions. The number of 

choices we face can be overwhelming and finding God in them can become 

very difficult.  Wise people tend to simplify their lives so they have energy for 

the decisions that matter most.  In 1 Kings 19 Jezebel vows to kill Elijah and in 

fear he flees!  God grants him food and rest – 40 days of it!  Then God meets 

him in a still small voice, and after that Elijah is ready to make his decision.   

Wisdom says: make big door decisions when you are ready and in the right 

frame of mind!  “The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4 v 7) I make 

excellent decisions when I have that peace and God is with me.   

Wisdom asks you: What moves your heart?  Moses couldn’t stand the 

treatment of the Israelites by the Egyptians and God says: “Moses you go to 

Pharaoh!”   David could not bear the taunts of Goliath and God says: “Ok you 

fight him!”  Nehemiah couldn’t sleep because the city had no walls so God 

says: “All right, you go rebuild them!”   

What is breaking your heart?   

Wisdom says: what moves your heart may help you decide what door!    



Wisdom says: ask some wise people to help you! ‘The way of fools seem right 

to them’ – (Proverbs 12v5) because they are fools!  There is a fool in me, and 

there is a fool in you!  

The way of fools seem right to them, but the wise listen to advice.  (Proverbs 

12v5)   

Here’s a question that might have been going through your mind: Does God 

ever have guidance for a particular decision?  Of course he does!  Another 

question: Does he have guidance for every decision?  No – he doesn’t.  When I 

felt I wanted to be a minister, I went through a whole process and had lots of 

people – some of you – help me!  I wanted God’s guidance – and I think I got 

that in lots of different ways.  But I haven’t done that with whether I should go 

running with Dev!?   

Wisdom says: test, experiment and learn that failure isn’t the end!  I had no 

idea what would happen when I became a minister in a Baptist Church. For a 

long time I thought I might be remembered as the minister under whom the 

redevelopment project failed!  There’s no guarantee of success when you go 

through a door – but I got that one very badly wrong, didn’t I? 

Wisdom says: you won’t get every decision right, but the most important thing, 

what God most desires, is that you keep growing…you keep growing through 

triumph and failure and become the most magnificent person you can be in 

the image of God. 

Wisdom makes for a better life, better character, better friends, better 

financial management, better workers, better citizens, better communities and 

better nations!  But wise people still get cancer; they still get betrayed; they 

still die!  The writers of the New Testament recognised that wisdom lead to a 

better life… but they also recognised something about wisdom that is much, 

much better than that. 

John opens his Gospel account thus: “In the beginning was the word, and the 

word was with God, and the word was God.”  (John 1 v 1)  A bit later he says: 

“The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us!”  John is using 

wisdom language here and what he is saying is that wisdom lived in the highest 

place, became flesh and came to live in the lowest place. 

All the wisdom of the Old Testament is found fully and completely in the flesh 

of Jesus!  In his wisdom, he who was wisdom chose the door of sacrificial love 

and resurrection power.   Jesus said: “I am the door and the person who enters 



through me will be saved and will be able to come in and go out and find 

pasture. “ (NCV) 

The ultimate door is a person.  Perhaps this is the door less chosen.  But 

wisdom says: “Take up your cross and die to yourself, and then, if you die, you 

will live.”  Wisdom loved; Wisdom chose leave; Wisdom suffered and died on a 

cross and Wisdom was raised to life again.  

Wisdom is far more than common sense and practical advice, it’s far better 

than navigating life safely and living well.  Wisdom is alive today and can walk 

with me through every door I face. 

Wisdom bets it all on love. 

So…which door? 
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