
FRUITFULNESS ON THE FRONTLINE 

MINISTERING GRACE AND LOVE 

I’m sure this kind of thing happens all the time, but I can tell you this is because 

it happened to me.  One of things we often do as part of community life here is 

to write cards to others.  If you come to Body Talk, you will know that at every 

meeting there is a whole batch of cards.  These cards are for different folk who 

are part of this community who we want to remember in some way.  So, 

usually during the time of prayer, cards are signed and passed around prayer 

groups.  The cards are sent to each person, simply reminding them that as a 

community we remembered them at our meeting.  You may have received 

such a card – and you will know what a blessing it is.   

I receive a card every week!  Every Sunday, either on my desk, popped on my 

Bible in the Sanctuary, or put through the letter box at home if I’m away 

somewhere else…is a card.  It’s always from the same person. It always has a 

thought or encouragement inside accompanied by a verse from the Bible. 

Sometimes it makes me smile, sometimes it makes me think, always it makes 

me thankful.  This has been going on for a few years now, and I am quite 

challenged by it.  No-one has to send me a card. But every week, at some 

point, someone thinks of me, gets a card, and writes me an encouraging 

thought, or something to make me think, or something God would say.   

He has lots of other things to do every week, but every week he has a thought, 

gets a card, writes it down, brings it to church, and leaves it for me to find.  He 

does lots of other things when he comes to church on a Sunday.  He doesn’t 

have to do it.  But grace is like that, and he does do it…. Every week!  In this 

one simple act, he ministers grace and love.   

I had to take a pause while writing this talk because I had to take a funeral.  It 

was a graveside service which is unusual. It was on Tuesday morning and as 

you may remember the weather was awful.  At Snell Hatch it was obvious that 

a service at the graveside wasn’t going to be possible, so I invited everyone to 

come back to the church to do what we couldn’t do at the graveside.  By the 

time we arrived at the church, the Rainbow Lounge was set-up for a small 



service:  the lectern was in there; there was a music stand, a guitar stand, my 

guitar amp…all ready.  The kitchen was all ready to serve refreshments, and 

that was only 30 minutes after I’d phone from Snell Hatch to say we would be 

coming!  The staff who set it all up had lots of other things to do but they 

postponed them.  They even stood in the kitchen after the service to serve tea 

and coffee to anyone who stayed for a cup!  They didn’t have to do that; no-

one expected it, they didn’t even ask for it!  But that’s the kind of thing that 

grace and love does! 

Grace doesn’t have to… but it’s on the lookout for opportunities.  Love doesn’t 

have to…but it’s on the lookout for possibilities.    

Have you ever wondered why God created anything at all?  Well it’s certainly 

not because he had to.  God is complete in himself – so there’s nothing that he 

“has” to do.  But God is love, and love gives. And God is the God of grace, and 

grace sees opportunities.  God created because he is love and he wanted to 

share that love. And more than that, he created out of love and invited us to 

participate in what he already is.  God didn’t have to create, he didn’t have to 

share his love with us, he didn’t have to invite us to participate with him in 

what he is already doing… but that’s what grace and love do. 

Rebekah doesn’t have to fetch water for 10 thirsty camels ‘until they have 

finished drinking’ but she does!  Jesus doesn’t have to turn water into wine at a 

wedding. (John 2)  Jesus didn’t have to raise to life a widow’s son when he just 

arrived in town called Nain – she didn’t ask him to, but Jesus did! (Luke 7)  

Jesus didn’t have to feed a crowd who’d followed him and stayed all day and 

who were now hungry, but he did! (Mat. 14) 

Jesus didn’t have to heal a crippled man whose friends lowered him down 

through the roof while he was teaching in a house, but he did! (Mark 2)  Jesus 

didn’t have to hear the cry of a thief on a cross who asked to be remembered 

and forgiven, but he did! (Luke 23) 

Jesus didn’t have to go to the cross...but he did.  Jesus didn’t have to leave all 

the glory of heaven. Jesus didn’t have to come to earth of live among us as one 

of us.  Jesus didn’t have to ‘pitch his tent’ with us, and Jesus as the resurrected 

king of the universe doesn’t have to cook a breakfast of fish over a fire on a 

beach while the disciples haul in their boats after a long nights work…but he 



does!  Jesus doesn’t have to do any of these things…except that he is grace and 

love.   

In Acts 3 Peter and John set out to go to the temple to pray.  Peter and John 

were both good Jews, so Peter and John were in the habit of going to the 

temple to pray.  It was the Jewish custom to pray three times a day: 9am, 12 

midday and 3pm.  Peter and John were doing what as Jews, they were always 

doing.  Interesting to note that what they were always doing was going to the 

temple to pray.  I wonder what challenge that may present to us right now? 

Also on his way to the temple was a beggar being carried by his friends.  He 

was carried there every day since he had been crippled from birth.  Now it’s 

possible that since Peter and John went three times a day to the temple to 

pray…and since this crippled man was carried to the temple every day to beg… 

they had passed him on many occasions. And they must have passed many 

other beggars too… and here’s why. As beggars they knew they were 

ceremonially unclean, and anyone who was ceremonially unclean was not 

allowed to enter the temple.  In truth these beggars were sitting as close to the 

temple as they could get: outside the gate, outside the temple courts. And it 

was not by accident they would sit there – it was a strategic place to sit.  Here, 

people would be coming and going all the time. And, begging for money, they 

knew that many people passing by would give them money for one simple 

reason: it was religiously good to do so.  The giving of alms was an important 

part of the Jewish faith. But no-one would stop to give their money – they 

would throw their money and walk on! 

For whatever reason, on this day, Peter and John stopped by a crippled man 

begging for money. They didn’t have to and no-one expected them to, and this 

crippled beggar certainly didn’t expect them to stop. But Peter and John 

stopped.   

Maybe here, in this moment, we get a glimpse of the way the world is.  Here is 

a man crippled from birth – in many ways a broken man. And we, I think, live in 

what we would in many ways describe as a broken world.  We live in a world 

where lots of things are not as they should be and not as we want them to be.  

And there are lots of people who are crippled and broken, hurt and abused.  

Aren’t there many people living without hope who see no future for 



themselves?  Aren’t there many people who go through life having to beg in 

one way or another, desperate just to keep going from day to day, never 

having confidence, purpose or joy?  Maybe that includes some of us?   

They didn’t have to, but Peter and John stopped.  Perhaps they were prompted 

to by their habit of prayer; perhaps God told them somehow on this day to 

stop; perhaps a consequence of the work of the master gardener in people’s 

lives is that they develop the act of noticing.  However it happened, they 

stopped.  They stopped, probably because grace and love compelled them to. 

Peter and John don’t have what this beggar wants – money.  That’s what he 

wants, that’s what he’s expecting and that’s what he thinks he needs!  Maybe 

it’s not always right to be driven by the world’s expectations.  This beggar got 

far more than he was asking for and expecting: he asked for money but he got 

a new life!  He was literally picked up and taken out of his broken world, a 

world of limitations in which he had lived for so long. But he, now, has been 

given an opportunity to reach his full human potential.  

At one level Peter and John had nothing to give this beggar, and they knew it.  

On another level they had something far, far more valuable and important and 

eternal.  I wonder what Peter and John were thinking: “We have no money – 

what are we going to do?  Let’s do what Jesus did…what have we got to lose?” 

 What do you suppose might this story have in common with a story we know 

as the Parable of the Good Samaritan? 

25 
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 

“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

26 
“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 

your neighbour as yourself.’” 

28 
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will 

live.” 

29 
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 

neighbour?” 



30 
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat 

him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31 

A priest happened to be 

going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 

the other side. 
32 

So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 

him, passed by on the other side. 
33 

But a Samaritan, as he travelled, 

came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
34 

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 

Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took 

care of him. 
35 

The next day he took out two denarii
 
and gave them to 

the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 

reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 

36 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who 

fell into the hands of robbers?” 

37 
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise (Luke 10 v 25-37) 

We know this story so well don’t we?  If we know this so well, we know that 

the parable leaves Jesus point hanging in a very uncomfortable place. “Go and 

do likewise!” – that’s where it’s left!  The lawyer who asked Jesus the question, 

has been told to go and love God with all he has…and to love his neighbour. 

And the most uncomfortable truth is that his neighbour may just be the person 

who would least expect him to show mercy! 

The question for us, as it was for the lawyer, seems to be this: Will we use the 

God-given revelation of love and grace as a way of boosting our own sense of 

isolated security and purity… or will we see it as a call and challenge to extend 

that love and grace to everyone?   

Jesus’ answer to a lawyers question reminds us again of God’s bigger story.  

The lawyer wanted to limit God’s love and grace just to some people – people 

like him.  Jesus says God’s bigger story is for all people, not just some.  The 

challenge for us remains, “Go and do likewise.” Go and minister grace and love 

to those who would least expect it from you!   

What this parable and the story of Peter and John share, is that love and grace 

don’t have to – but they do…and they lead us to action.  Ministering grace and 

love will look different in different contexts: for a Samaritan, he gave 



generously out of his own resources to give a man what he desperately 

needed.  Peter and John had nothing to give, but gave something far better. 

Grace doesn’t have to… 

Love doesn’t have to… 

But they find a way! 

Amen. 
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