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TO BOLDLY GO! 

BEHOLD YOUR KING 

Today passage in our sermon series is entitled, Behold your king!  

 

The question is what sort of king did you come to Worship this morning?   

 

We naturally follow the kings and idols of the age Like Boris Johnson, 

Mohamed Ali or Donald Trump - those in the media spotlight who appear to be 

speaking the truth.  

  

We can also become our own self- appointed kings, kings of our own empire? 

In the words of Frank Sentara “I did it my way” and ultimately as kings we want 

things done our way, the way we like it. 

  

What sort of king did you come to worship? 

 

Reading from Mark chapter 11 1-11 

 

Jesus triumphantly enters Jerusalem, Jesus steps out of the shadows into the 

light to declare his credentials as the Messiah, the king of the Jews. 

 

A title placed on the Cross where Jesus died for everyone to see so that no one 

could be mistaken. 

 

“This is Jesus King of the Jews” Math 27 v 37   

 

Until this point Jesus had remained in the background.  

 

Mark 1 40-46  

 

Jesus went about his work quietly, trying not to draw attention to himself, 

going about his father’s work, performing miracles, changing lives, fulfilling the 

requirements of the law and encouraging others to do so.   

 

Yes there were rumours about who Jesus was, but nothing was yet proven.    
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I found it interesting that the first 10 chapters of Mark cover a three year 

period. Then the next 6 chapters of Mark cover an 8 day period, such was the 

significance of this week which lay ahead of Jesus, this Passion week. 

 

  

So we find Jesus at Bethany a place that Jesus would return to each night until 

his arrest.  

 

Bethany overlooks Jerusalem and Jesus heart would have go out to this 

troubled city, as Jesus looked out across Jerusalem praying to his father for his 

people to repent and believe in him. 

 

Scriptures of the Old Testament would set out Jesus’ agenda broadly for this 

Passion week so the disciples are dispatched to find a colt in fulfilment of  

 

Zachariah 9v9 

 

Rejoice greatly O Daughter of Zion! 

Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem  

See, your King comes to you, 

Righteous and having Salvation 

Gentle riding on a Donkey  

On a colt the foul of a donkey 

 

Those seeing Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey would have recognised the 

symbolism of this act.   

 

King David and King Solomon both rode mules/ donkeys  

 

1 kings 1 v 33 

Solomon is taken on David’s own donkey to be anointed as King. 

 

So the disciples go off and fetch the colt, Jesus says to his disciples if and not 

when anyone asks you why you are taking the colt, give them this answer…  

 

There is a big difference between if something happens and when it happens  

 

Both actions would have required obedience to go but ‘if’ leaves space for faith 

and trust, the disciples still had to go and get the colt, with the risk of being 

accused of stealing it. And if questioned, would Jesus answer be accepted? 
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‘If’ leaves a place of uncertainty, if moments that can create tension in our 

lives and in our relationships. 

 

Mathew 26 v 39 

 

Jesus had his own if moments, later in the garden of Gethsemane Jesus says 

“My father if it is possible, may this cup to be taken from me, yet not as I will, 

but as you will”   

 

If moments impact all our lives, 

 

If only I had done this or that, if only I had chosen a different job, a different 

husband,  a different Church or University, if, if, if only, my life had turned out 

better, into my first choice world? Would it? 

 

Peter could have said after Jesus crucifixion if only I had not given up my 

fishing job to follow Jesus, life would have been so much easier! 

 

So what king do you put our hope in this morning? 

 

I guess the crowds gathered to praise Jesus with a different if on their minds 

not of if only, but rather what if? 

 

What if Jesus is the real deal?  

What if Jesus is our true King? 

What if I don’t trust in Jesus? 

What if there is a different way to live life in Gods kingdom and I reject this 

gift? 

 

Word begins to spread that Jesus is in town, Jesus could be the one to change 

their world upside down, to fulfill all that has been written and dreamed about 

for hundreds of years even thousands of years. 

 

Jesus impending arrival goes viral across the town, palm branches are fetched,  

 

People go before the lord shouting and praising Hosanna which means “save 

now” Hosanna in the highest, a people filled with excitement to be with their 

king. 
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I wonder what they expected Jesus to save them from?  

 

What do we want Jesus to save us from? 

 

Were they just after a new King to save them from the Roman occupation, to 

make their lives a little better or something else? 

 

What sort of king do you want in your life today?  

 

Jesus entering Jerusalem was a very deliberate act, carried out to have 

maximum impact to provoke a response from the religious leaders of the day.  

 

It had come to a point in Jesus life where people have to decide? 

 

Was Jesus just a prophet, a good communicator one of the good guys? 

Or was Jesus the Messiah, the true saviour of the Jewish people and saviour of 

the world?  

 

It’s a question people still have to wrestle with today, if they take the time to 

think about it. 

 

If you are still undecided who Jesus is read the last 6 chapters of Mark, explore 

all the events of this Passion week with an open mind, otherwise reread the 

first 10 chapters of Mark and see how we should live in the light of this Passion 

week.   

 

People throw their cloaks on the ground before him their valued possession 

singing “Hosanna in the highest”.  

 

Jesus himself sits upon a borrowed colt, without even a saddle to his name. 

 

On entering Jerusalem Jesus does not to challenge the Roman leaders of the 

day, or enter into conversation with the religious leaders, there is no rioting in 

the city which often happens in times of civil unrest and uncertainty.  

 

So where does Jesus go to the temple?  

 

The temple was at the heart of Jerusalem and for the Jewish people, the 

temple sets the foundation for life in Jerusalem. Jesus arrives and reviews the 

state of the nation’s heart.   
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In these verses we do not read what Jesus found but later in this chapter, Jesus 

overturns the tables of the money changes and those buying and selling goods, 

because Jesus said  

 

Mark 11 v 17  

 

“It is written my house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations”   

 

The very place in the temple where other people and races could have come 

into the temple to meet with God was full of stuff of a different kingdom  

rather than for its proper purpose. 

 

Isaiah 49 v 6 says  

 

It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob 

and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light 

for the Gentiles that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”  

 

The Jews had overlooked one of their primary purposes - to be a light to the 

people and other nations of the world in filling this area of the temple with the 

things of this world. 

 

It is a good test in all that we do in Church and the things we say or get 

frustrated with, how does it compare to God’s Word how does it compare with 

Jesus kingdom values, rather than our own kingdom values? 

 

Jesus in visiting the temple reveals their true kingdom values.  

 

Jesus still comes quietly to our hearts, to the heart of this Church into our 

temple each day to see which king we are worshiping  

 

What we worship most will capture our hearts, what we fear most and hang 

onto most in life will affect our worship our relationship with God and each 

other. 

 

The question is what king did you come to worship today? 

 

The kings and idols of the age?  

A king I will follow only if he fixes all my problems, 



6 

 

A king of- if you give me enough of what this world offers I will be happy and 

follow you. 

A self-appointed king “I will do it my way” 

 

Or do you need to put a different king at the centre of your life? 

 

Jesus as king did not come to lord it over us, Jesus came as servant king to do 

his Fathers will,  

 

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.  

 

Jesus primary mission this Passion week was to deal with sin once and for all, 

to pay the price for sin to bring hope and freedom to a needy world.    

 

Jesus as king came in fulfilment of scripture, riding on a donkey, Jesus came as 

the only true king, with a completely different set of kingdom values the world 

had never experienced before Jesus said of himself 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour 

 

A King who knows all our struggles, binds up our broken hearts, sets captives 

free, a king who walks with us in the mess of life in our second choice world, a 

king who will never leave us or forsake us.  Not a distant king but a king of love 

and grace and mercy. 

 

The question is what King did you come here to worship this morning and is it 

still the same one now?  

 

Will you come back to the true king again this morning and set him as the 

centre of your lives?  
 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church on Sunday 20
th

 March 2016, by Ian Larkham 

 

 

 


