
TO BOLDLY GO! 

Promise Fulfilled 

I am giving three short sermons today. 

Sermon No. 1: 

We’re going to see a bit of a change in the book of Joshua from this point on!  

Up to the end of chapter 12, the story has been one of conquest or the 

preparation for conquest.  The story has told of the people of Israel crossing 

the Jordan into The Promised Land in a stunningly dramatic way.  There have 

been battles and victories at Jericho, Ai, Gibeon and the Waters of Meron.  

Now the story becomes one of the divisions of the land.   

There are still battles to fight, but there is much more emphasis on which tribe 

has which part of the land.  I’m not going to focus on the details of the division 

of the land, but there is a really important principle at work in this that we 

would do well to note. 

Today we have lots of legal documents which are really important in telling us 

what we own – what is rightfully ours.  The Israelites didn’t use legal 

documents, but they had the book of Joshua to tell them what was rightfully 

theirs.  Each tribe had been given land in The Promised Land, and here for all 

time was that record! 

That’s important, but possibly for us, not the most important thing.  More 

important for Israel and for us, is that this was the record of a gracious gift 

from God and a really important reminder that everything that had happened, 

and would happen in successive generations, was totally dependent on God 

and His presence! 

Friends, we would do well to remember that we all have a gracious gift, and 

that we are, in truth, totally dependent upon God’s presence in all things. 

Sermon No. 2! 

13 When Joshua had grown old, the LORD said to him, “You are now very 

old, and there are still very large areas of land to be taken over. 



2 
“This is the land that remains: all the regions of the Philistines and 

Geshurites, 
3 

from the Shihor River on the east of Egypt to the territory 

of Ekron on the north, all of it counted as Canaanite though held by the 

five Philistine rulers in Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron; the 

territory of the Avvites 
4 

on the south; all the land of the Canaanites, 

from Arah of the Sidonians as far as Aphek and the border of the 

Amorites; 
5 

the area of Byblos; and all Lebanon to the east, from Baal 

Gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo Hamath. 

6 
“As for all the inhabitants of the mountain regions from Lebanon to 

Misrephoth Maim, that is, all the Sidonians, I myself will drive them out 

before the Israelites. Be sure to allocate this land to Israel for an 

inheritance, as I have instructed you, 
7 

and divide it as an inheritance 

among the nine tribes and half of the tribe of Manasseh.”                

(Joshua 13v 1-7)  

Joshua is the exalted leader of the Israelites and has led them through some 

quite extraordinary events.  We don’t know exactly how old he is at this point, 

but he is probably still in his 80’s.  The challenge, it seems, is that there is still 

much more to do!  Israel has not conquered all the land yet, even as it is being 

divided up for their inheritance. 

Joshua has work to do while he is alive, to bring to fulfilment the promises of 

God.  But much of the work that remains will not be done by Joshua himself – 

that is for others to do, and in this part of Joshua’s life we see a deep truth 

emerge.  To walk into the promises of God require two things: Trust and 

Obedience. 

If you know that something you prize is within your grasp and will be 

indisputably yours when secured, the motivation to press on and make it your 

own is huge.  Paul writes to the Philippians: “Not that I have already attained 

this or am made perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 

Jesus has made me his own.”  (Phil 3v12) 

Paul goes on to say that forgetting what is past, he strains towards what is 

ahead and presses on toward the goal – the call of God in Christ Jesus.  The 

challenge for us, as it was for Joshua, is to live now in the blessings we already 

have, that God has already given… and to walk into the blessing that is 

increasingly ours as we follow in trust and obedience. 



To sum it up: think of what God has promised you and go for it, however old or 

young you are! 

Sermon No 3! 

In chapter 14 Caleb comes back into the story and is an immense challenge to 

us. 

6 
Now the people of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of 

Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the LORD said to 

Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me. 
7 

I was forty 

years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh 

Barnea to explore the land. And I brought him back a report according to 

my convictions, 
8 

but my fellow Israelites who went up with me made 

the hearts of the people melt in fear. I, however, followed the LORD my 

God wholeheartedly. 
9 

So on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on 

which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your 

children forever, because you have followed the LORD my God 

wholeheartedly. 

10 
“Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-

five years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about 

in the wilderness. So here I am today, eighty-five years old! 
 
I am still as 

strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go 

out to battle now as I was then. 
12 

Now give me this hill country that the 

LORD promised me that day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites 

were there and their cities were large and fortified, but, the LORD helping 

me, I will drive them out just as he said.” 

13 
Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as 

his inheritance. 
14 

So Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh 

the Kenizzite ever since, because he followed the LORD, the God of Israel, 

wholeheartedly. 
15 

(Hebron used to be called Kiriath Arba after Arba, 

who was the greatest man among the Anakites.) 

Then the land had rest from war. (Joshua 14 v 6-15) 

Caleb and Joshua go back a long way and now are the two oldest people in 

Israel.  The story of when we first meet Caleb is told in the book of Numbers 

and is the background for what happens here in Joshua.  At the time of the 

story in Numbers, Israel has been out of Egypt for about a year; they had 



miraculously crossed the Red Sea; experienced God’s daily provision of manna, 

and won a great victory over the Amalakites.  They had also been given The 

Ten Commandments by God at Mount Sinai. 

They had come for the first time to the edge of The Promised Land at a place 

called Kadesh-Barnea.  It had been an incredible year for the people of Israel, 

and yet there was grumbling, unbelief, discontent in the camp.  Twelve spies 

are sent to spy out the land of Canaan; they bring back a report to Moses.  Ten 

of them say: “The land is good, flowing with milk and honey.  But the people 

are strong, their cities well- fortified and we can’t fight them because they are 

stronger than us.”  Two spies take a different view: “Let’s go and take it at once 

– we are well able to overcome it!”  The ten spies argue it’s impossible. Joshua 

and Caleb reply: “Do not rebel against the Lord, and do not fear the people of 

the land, for they are bread for us.  Their protection is removed from them, 

and the Lord is with us.” (Numbers 14 v9) 

We know what happens! 

God says to Caleb: “But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and 

follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his 

descendants will inherit it.” (Numbers 14 v 24) 

How would God describe you? 

By the time Caleb speaks with Joshua is it 45 years later!  For most of those 45 

years Caleb has been wandering in the wilderness with a frequently rebellious 

people full of unbelief.  There was a significant difference between Caleb and 

the people.  The people’s eyes were on the giants.  Caleb’s eyes were on the 

Lord.  On who is your vision centred?   

Caleb treasured God’s promise, knowing it would be fulfilled and that is what 

kept his faith alive in his heart.  Caleb depended on God!  Caleb 

wholeheartedly followed the Lord. 

How about you? 

A couple of important things to say at this point lest we misunderstand and 

misapply what is really going on here.   

Caleb had vision!  Vision is really important, and it is really important to 

understand what it is not!  True spiritual vision is not a mystical projection of 

our own wishful thinking.  Caleb’s vision was not a creation of his own 



imagination.  Spiritual vision means being able to see a situation from God’s 

perspective, based on his self-revelation.  It means to be able to go forward 

into that situation, confident in God and expecting Him to work.   It means 

being totally dependent on God to do things that would otherwise be 

impossible.  Vision starts with the heart. 

How’s your heart? 

Caleb followed the Lord wholeheartedly. According to the Bible it is in our 

heart that we make decisions and life choices.  It is because Caleb’s heart was 

turned consistently towards God that he was able to remain faithful when all 

others did not.  A heart fully turned towards God gives you the right 

perspective.   

Vision is not pretending things are other than they are.  Vision is not psyching 

ourselves up to believe that God has said what he has not said.  Vision is not 

persuading ourselves that God is committed to do what he has not promised 

to do.  Vision is not seeing in my mind’s eye what I would like to do and trying 

to believe hard enough to make it happen!  Vision comes from hearts fully 

turned towards God that see His perspective. 

The ten spies did not have the Vision Caleb did, because they had divided 

hearts.  Caleb saw exactly the same challenge as the other spies, but saw them 

through the lens of faith in the promises of God, a God committed to His 

people and to whom giants are nothing! 

We face many challenges in life that cause our hearts to turn away from God.  

Perhaps we would do well to echo the prayer of the Psalmist: “Lord give me an 

undivided heart.” (Psalm 86 v 11)  God is no less able to bring about what he 

has promised today than he was in Caleb’s day, and God is still able to act in 

power and grace wherever he finds an undivided heart.  

An undivided heart is not an arrogant heart.  I wonder how much of our time is 

spent thinking that God depends on us! 

Vision is not us dictating to God what he should do, or how he should do it.  

That is not great faith – it is a delusion!  The heart that is fully turned towards 

God knows the greatness of God’s infinite wisdom and inexhaustible power – 

and submits itself unreservedly to him. 

Caleb was able to say: “If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us into this land.” 

(Numbers 14v8)  Caleb recognised that everything depends on God. His 



response is that of faithful obedience.  God delights in us and no more so than 

when we follow him wholeheartedly!  Caleb had learned that that is quite 

simply the best way to live! 

How about you? 

From Caleb’s undivided heart came great faith, simply put. Caleb believed that 

God would be all that they had declared he would be.  In his report about The 

Promised Land, he effectively says: “This land is already God’s and he will give 

it to us as he said!”  Though 45 years had passed, that was his vision – that God 

would do what he said he would.  Caleb’s vision was focused on God on what 

He can do. 

How’s your heart? 

Here’s a challenge: If we try to follow Caleb’s example, which is a really good 

one, and do what he did, we will almost certainly fail.  For one simple reason: 

His situation is not our situation. And yet, what we really do need to do, is 

exactly what Caleb did.  Caleb recognised that he was not the hero of his story.  

Caleb recognised that God was really the hero of the story and he let God be 

just that, and followed Him. 

Make no mistake Caleb is a great example of a man of faith, and we would do 

well to learn from him, but we must look to the one whom he made the hero 

of his story, and follow Him. 

The story of Caleb is part of the great redemptive story of God.  Caleb won 

victories for the people and purposes of God, but by far the greater victory in 

God’s great story of redemption was won by Jesus Christ. 

Caleb was given his inheritance in the land God gave him. Our far greater and 

everlasting inheritance is given through Christ’s victory won on the cross.  So 

let us make him the hero of our story in the far greater story of God’s great 

love for us, and let his promise be fulfilled in your life and mine.  
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