
ROUND CHURCH 

Ancient Paths 

One of the most haunting experiences I have ever had as a man took place on 

an early summer day in Alaska.  My family and I were sea kayaking with 

humpback whales in the Ice Strait, and we stopped on the shore of Chichagof 

Island for lunch.  Our guide asked us if we wanted to go for a hike into the 

interior of the island, to a clearing where grizzlies were known to feed.  We 

were all over that invitation.  After a twenty minute walk through a spruce 

forest, we came into what appeared to be a broad, open meadow about four 

hundred yards across.  Being midday, and hot, there were no bears to be seen.  

“They’re sleeping now, through the afternoon.  They’ll be back tonight,” he 

said. “C’mere – I want to show you something.” 

The meadow was actually more of a bog, a low-lying jungle of brushy 

groundcover about two feet high, barely supported underneath by another foot 

of soaked moss and peat.  A very difficult place to walk.  Our guide led us to a 

trail of what seemed to be massive footprints, with a stride of about two feet 

between them, pressed down into the bog and making a path through it.  “It’s 

a marked trail,” he said.  “A path created by the footprints of the bears.  This 

one is probably centuries old.  For as long as the bears have been on this island, 

they’ve taken this path.  The cubs follow their elders, putting their feet exactly 

where the older bears walk.  That’s how they learn to cross this place.” 

I began to walk in the marked trail, stepping into the firm, deep-worn places 

where bears had walked for centuries.  I’m not sure how to describe the 

experience, but for some reason the word Holy comes to mind.  An ancient and 

fearful path through a wild and untamed place.  I was following a proven way, 

laid down by those much stronger and far more prepared for this place than 

me.
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How important to you are the Ancient Paths?  The Ancient Path is a path laid 

down long before, as the way to go.  The Ancient Path is a path laid down by 

someone who knows the way.  The Ancient Path is a path laid down to lead 
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you safely through an otherwise dangerous environment.  The ancient Path is a 

path that leads those who follow it, to life.   

How important to you is the Ancient Path? 

Stand at the cross roads and look: ask for the Ancient Paths, ask where 

the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. 

(Jeremiah 6 v 16) 

How important to you are the Ancient Paths?  Ancient Paths are really 

important for the church in Thyatira. 

To the Church in Thyatira 

18 
“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 

These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire 

and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
19 

I know your deeds, your 

love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now 

doing more than you did at first. 

20 
Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman 

Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my 

servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 
21 

I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 
22 

So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who 

commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her 

ways. 
23 

I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know 

that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you 

according to your deeds. 

24 
Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her 

teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not 

impose any other burden on you, 
25 

except to hold on to what you have 

until I come.’ 

26 
To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give 

authority over the nations— 
27 

that one ‘will rule them with an iron 

scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery’—just as I have 

received authority from my Father. 
28 

I will also give that one the 



morning star. 
29 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches. (Revelation 2 v 18-29) 

Thyatira was a town that you passed through; it was at the junction of two 

valleys – which gave it a tiny bit of significance.  As a town it had two 

characteristics. First, it had a garrison - a barracks for soldiers who were there 

to guard the junction.  If an enemy was to attack Pergamum, it would first have 

to get passed Thyatira.  Secondly, Thyatira had a market, and the one thing you 

could buy there that you couldn’t get anywhere else very easily, was purple 

cloth. Lydia, the seller of purple cloth referred to in Acts 16, was from Thyatira.   

Thyatira was the smallest of the seven towns where the seven churches were 

found.  It was not considered an important town.  Pliny the Elder, who lived in 

the 1
st

 Century and died in the volcanic eruption that destroyed Pompeii, made 

reference to “Thyatira and other unimportant communities.” 

So, this town was the least significant of all seven of the towns to whom these 

seven letters were written.  What do you notice about the letter written to the 

church in Thyatira when compared to the other six? Yes…the church that is in 

the smallest, least significant town gets the longest letter!   

How many of you here today need to take note of this simple, but profound 

word from God?  How many of us here today think of ourselves as somehow 

unimportant?  Perhaps, sadly, we’ve been taught that by others around us. But 

God has a whole different view.  Jesus came, lived and died and rose again, for 

people just like you. 

When he lived with us, Jesus spent pretty much most of his time with people 

others thought unimportant:  a Samaritan woman at a well; a man suffering 

the dreadful disease of leprosy; a tax collector hiding up a tree; a prostitute 

who dared to welcome him at a meal; children who should be controlled by 

their parents and kept away; a woman caught in her sin; crowds of ordinary 

people who wanted to see him, but didn’t even bring their own lunch; a group 

of frightened, confused, and actually, quite slow to catch on guys who 

nevertheless followed him everywhere.  He came to be with unimportant 

people.   

And you know why?  Because he loves you, because he loves you, because he 

loves you! And the deep and profound truth is, he loves you, yes you, because 

he loves you…And Jesus longs to speak with you, and he longs to do it right 

here, now, today, in these moments as you open your heart to him.  If you 



want to hear, he will speak…to you!  This is an ancient path: believing about 

yourself what God believes about you!  There are no unimportant people in 

the kingdom of God. 

The church in Thyatira is doing some things well. This church of all the seven 

churches is the only one singled out for their love!  Their love, it seems, is 

blossoming. This makes it an attractive church – at least on the outside.  They 

are working hard at all sorts of ministries that seem to be bearing fruit, and 

they are not, it seems, sitting back and resting on their laurels. They are doing 

more than they did at first!   

This is not a stagnant church, it is a fellowship moving forwards, and they are 

bearing up, they are persevering, they are mentally tough enough to keep 

going despite many challenges. 

I’d really like to be part of a church where those things are true and I think a lot 

of that is true here in Crawley Baptist Church.  This is a church with a heart to 

keep serving, to keep moving forward.  This is a church that can be 

commended for its love and its care. 

There is a deep, profound and very challenging truth that emerges from the 

church in Thyatira: it looks good, but it’s not all good!  Good things are 

happening but that’s because God works in spite of us, not because of us!  

There is a significant and very dangerous challenge that the church in Thyatira 

needs to address. 

In Pergamum the challenge was from the pressures of the world that led them 

to compromise: they lowered their moral standards which led them to idolatry.  

The pressure came from outside of the church.  In Thyatira the pressures are 

coming from inside their church.  They are being seduced to lower their moral 

standards and fall into idolatry.  The bottom line is, it seems, who do I 

worship? 

How important is this Ancient Path to you? 

Because Thyatira had a market it also had lots of trade guilds and, it seems that 

this was a significant factor in the problems in the church there.  If you wanted 

to survive in Thyatira you probably had to belong to a trade guild.  The trouble 

was these trade guilds had all kinds of secret ceremonies that you had to be 

part of.   The pressure from outside the church was to be part of the trade 

guilds.  The ceremonies associated with these guilds would usually involve 



food, but they would also involve pagan ceremonies before the dinner in which 

meat would be offered to idols and grace said to a heathen god. 

So…who do you worship? 

After dinner there would be a party which would often end up more like an 

orgy.   

The pressure from inside the church is teaching that says compromise is ok!  In 

Thyatira there is a woman whose teaching is seducing believers away from 

pure worship of God. The woman in the church in Thyatira is not called Jezebel, 

but this is a reference to the Jezebel in the Old Testament.  She was married to 

King Ahab and she, like Balaam who appears in the letter to Pergamum, drew 

the Israelites away from worshipping God to worshipping Baal. 

When something other than God is to be worshipped, all sorts of practices 

begin to become acceptable.  It appears that within the young, muddled 

Christian community, some had become convinced that their spiritual freedom 

could be appropriately expressed in both sexual licence, and in attendance at 

pagan shrines, cult meals, and the more ambiguous fellowship meals of the 

trade guilds. 

The real challenge for the church in Thyatira is not to listen and engage with 

false teaching.  False teaching which leads to worshipping other gods.  As far as 

Jesus is concerned, this teaching is a disaster!  Tragically, it seems that not only 

did they not challenge the false teaching of this Jezebel, they seemed unwilling 

to repent! 

The church needed to hold fast to what they knew to be true, cut themselves 

off from this woman and cut themselves off from the trade guilds.  All God was 

asking of them was that they hold fast to the truth. 

How important is this Ancient Path to you?  

Economic survival may well have been an issue for these Christians in Thyatira.  

So let me ask you this question: to whom do you ultimately look to for your 

well -being?  

I’m going to broaden that question out a little, and in truth I may be stretching 

a point.  What I’m going to address is absolutely true, it may just be a little bit 

of a tangent to the challenge of the text here… but I think it’s worth raising. 



Perhaps another way of asking the question about well-being is to ask: who am 

I trying to please?  I came across an interesting article about “Five people 

Pastors or Ministers do not need to please.”  I wonder how this might apply to 

you in different ways. 

The first is my critics!  As a minister I will always have my critics – people who 

don’t agree with what I do or say!  The truth is it is only when I am able to 

embrace my true identity as a child of God that I will be able to deflect untrue 

and unloving criticism.   Godly criticism is invaluable and God given and should 

be welcomed.  Real confidence comes in knowing the truth God speaks about 

me as His child through His word. 

The second is the power players: Deacons!  I’m called to lead, not to make 

them happy!  The challenge is to follow where God leads, even if others 

disagree!  Sometimes it might mean sticking my neck on the line.  It may be 

easier to yield to the pressure of powerful voices in the name of patience or 

uncertainty than to please God at times. 

The third: my peers!  Here’s a question God will never ask me: “So, Ian, How 

did you do at impressing your friends?”  The challenge is for me to be who God 

has called me to be, while respecting who God has called my friends to be, and 

for me to please God alone. 

Fourth: a non- believing world.  Jesus never asks me to water down the truth!  

He does ask me to be loving, sensitive, gracious and compassionate.  He does 

ask me to draw alongside those who don’t know him, but he does not ask me 

to compromise the truth.  It’s not necessary to win others approval, its God’s 

approval that really matters. 

Fifth: my family!  I am called to love them, serve them, lead them and teach 

them, but I’m not called to keep them happy!   

Who are you living to please?  If we live to please our critics, our bosses, our 

friends, the world or our family, we will likely end up in a bit of a mess.  There 

is only one person we live to please.  It’s the one who speaks to the believers in 

Thyatira and who speaks to us today.  It is the one who calls us again to walk 

the Ancient Path and to worship him alone. 

The truth to the church in Thyatira is that God sees everything that is going on. 

And friends, God sees your heart too!  He calls you to repent of anything that 

causes you to follow other things or causes you to please anyone other than 

him.   



To those who hold on, who hold onto the truth and follow Him, he promises he 

will reward them for their faithfulness: they will live and reign with Christ 

himself! 

To the church that is faithful as a light in the darkness of the world, Christ 

promises himself as the morning star: the assurance of the hope of the coming 

dawn, when all darkness will be swallowed up in the light of eternal day. 

So… friends, which path do you choose? 

How much is it the Ancient Path of living to please God alone and to worship 

him which brings rest to your soul, both now and for eternity? 
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