
ANCIENT PATHS 

CHALLENGING WORDS 

If you remember nothing else from this talk today, I would encourage you to 

remember this: “He is keeping the dream alive!” 

Ezekiel has been flat on his face before a Vision of God.  Why?  God has 

graciously drawn close and commanded Ezekiel to stand up!  Why?  God has 

not only commanded Ezekiel to stand up, but has helped him do just that by 

the power of the Holy Spirit!  Why? 

Testimony 

Sally’s testimony is one of facing challenges and difficulties and feeling 

discouraged, but now going forward with new resolve.  Why is that?  Because 

he is keeping the dream alive!  God desperately wants to keep the dream alive 

in the nation of Israel, in Malawi, in every nation, in every church and in your 

heart and mine!  God has met powerfully with Ezekiel because God wants 

Ezekiel to help him keep the dream alive.  

 What’s the dream?  God is passionate about knowing the people he created 

and them knowing him.  Remember, God created in the first place to share 

what he has in himself – a fully loving relationship that is so good, a love that is 

always giving, that He wants to share with his people.  God wants to tell his 

people again, through Ezekiel. He wants to tell them the deep and profound 

truth that echoes across time and people and nations and languages and 

culture and race, that life is better with God. That’s His dream, to live life with 

His people, for this to be known by them, because life is better that way!   

The nation of Israel desperately needs to hear that truth. They have forgotten 

the dream and they are walking steadily but surely away from it!  How about 

you?  Have you forgotten God’s dream… that he loves you because he loves 

you! If that’s you, then Ezekiel is good news for you!  Because what we read 

today is that is that God is desperate to keep the dream alive and so he’s going 

to speak to His people! 

To put it another way:  God is not giving up on His people. God is not giving up 

on His people however far they go, in whatever direction they go, whatever 



they do and wherever they find themselves, and quite simply that’s true for 

you too! 

Anyone own a Dyson vacuum cleaner?  Anyone know how many prototypes it 

took James Dyson before he got one that worked?  It was 5,127!  During the 

time of him testing the prototype he almost went bankrupt!  But in 1995 the 

Dyson DC01 became the best selling vacuum cleaner in the country!  Recently 

worldwide sales of Dyson vacuum cleaners were estimated at $10b!  He 

apparently said: “An inventor will come up against trouble all the time!”  But 

he had a dream, and he kept that dream alive however tough it got. 

God is not going to let go of his dream however tough it gets.  This dream isn’t 

a dream about vacuum cleaners and fortunes, it’s about destiny – the destiny 

of the people he created!  So God is going to speak that he might keep the 

dream alive. 

He said to me, “Son of man stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” 
2 

As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I 

heard him speaking to me. 

3 
He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious 

nation that has rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have been in 

revolt against me to this very day. 
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The people to whom I am sending you 

are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD 

says.’ 
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And whether they listen or fail to listen—for they are a rebellious 

people—they will know that a prophet has been among them. 
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And you, 

son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid, 

though briers and thorns are all around you and you live among 

scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they say or be terrified by them, 

though they are a rebellious people. 
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You must speak my words to them, 

whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. 
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But you, son 

of man, listen to what I say to you. Do not rebel like that rebellious 

people; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” (Ez. 2 v 1 – 8) 

The people of Israel have a great heritage, but they have forgotten how to walk 

with God.  It is too easy to forget what God has done in our lives, especially 

when things get rough.  The people of Israel also have a history of moaning and 

grumbling against God, despite his presence with them, but God has chosen to 

stick with them because He wants to keep the dream alive.  



 How about you friends?  How’s your attitude towards God in your life? 

So God now calls Ezekiel to speak on his behalf!  That sounds great doesn’t it?  

To be called to speak on God’s behalf…wouldn’t we all want to do that?  I 

wonder if Ezekiel’s heart leaped for a moment at the point he realised that 

God was going to call him to speak on his behalf.  It probably didn’t last long 

though, did it?   

Ezekiel would know and understand that when the people of God follow him, 

God pours out his blessing. But he also knew that God dealt firmly with sin and 

rebellion!  God wants Ezekiel to remind the people that His grace and mercy go 

together with His justice.  Ezekiel’s call was to tell the people what they would 

not want to hear! 

The truth was that the message Ezekiel would be asked to bring was the very 

message the people most needed to hear, and the very one they would likely 

reject!  That’s tragic!  Still is friends – to hear the very message that you most 

need to hear only for it to become the one you are likely to reject.   

What is God saying to you at the moment? 

What’s God saying to you in your marriage, your relationships, your finances, 

your workplace, your home, about your attitude, about your future, about 

your past?   

How are you doing? How much do you think God’s opinion is worth hearing?   

Ezekiel is sent with God’s message not his own: “This is what the Sovereign 

Lord says.”  It’s God’s truth and God’s dream that are important.  Ezekiel is told 

what to expect as he speaks God’s message and it’s not particularly 

encouraging for Ezekiel!  They are rebellious and stubborn; they will be 

obstinate; they will be like briers and thorns and act like scorpions!  They will 

be vicious and unyielding; their attitude will be unchanged; it will be like 

running through thorns and briers and being ripped to shreds!  But God tells 

him to go anyway! 

It seems tough on Ezekiel, but God does speak directly to him. By telling Ezekiel 

how the people are likely to respond to his message, God shows he 

understands his people really, really well.  And he knows Ezekiel well too, and 

he says two things to him; “Don’t be like them,” is the first thing (2v8) and 

“Don’t be afraid!” is the second.   Ezekiel, don’t be like the others: listen to me! 



How are you doing friends? 

How are you doing at listening to God and what he thinks rather than listening 

to other, perhaps more palatable voices? ‘Don’t be afraid Ezekiel…. remember 

I will be with you!’  Friends, when you follow God remember he always, always 

goes with you. 

How would you evaluate Ezekiel’s ministry?  If you were to measure it 

according to how many people responded, you’d get one answer!  And you’d 

probably come to the conclusion that it was a very ineffective ministry!  How 

do you measure a preaching ministry?  Is it by the number of people who come 

to listen?  Ezekiel though was called to give a message the people wouldn’t 

want to hear, and God told him they wouldn’t listen!  But God wants the 

people to know that a prophet has been among them! 

For Ezekiel perhaps what is most important for him to hold onto is that the 

people, however they choose to respond, are becoming increasingly aware 

that God has spoken!  Ezekiel is not responsible for being a popular speaker 

with speeches full of things that entertain.  He is not responsible for how the 

people respond – that’s their responsibility.  He is responsible for faithfully 

speaking Gods message… and that’s how he must measure his ministry. 

Friends, be very careful how you measure a ministry! By today’s standards 

Ezekiel would rate very poorly but in God’s eyes he’s absolutely fantastic.  

Called by him to an almost impossible task, because he is keeping the dream 

alive! 

There is a fascinating contrast between the ministry of Ezekiel and Jonah!  

Jonah ran away; didn’t want to do what God asked him; reluctantly went after 

receiving divine help; spoke God’s message even though he didn’t like it or 

want God to do it and then, as far as we can tell remained cross with God for 

forgiving the people of Nineveh, which led to revival!  Ezekiel faithfully does all 

that God asks, despite the personal inconveniences and loss, speaks to people 

who will not listen and sees not a hint of revival!  

Friends, be very careful how you measure a ministry…and your own!  Perhaps 

above all what’s important is obedience to God’s call and dependence on him 

for everything!  As we faithfully serve God we must remember that his ways 

are simply not our ways. Perhaps what we need to hold in our hearts always, 

that God longs to speak to his people. And when God speaks there is always 

hope.  God speaks to keep the dream alive.  He wants desperately to speak to 



the people in Ezekiel’s day even though they are rebellious, stubborn, like 

briers and thorns and scorpions.  He wants to speak because he loves them, 

because he loves them, because he loves them. 

God wants to speak to people today… even though they are rebellious, 

stubborn, like briers and thorns and scorpions...because he loves them, 

because he loves them, because he loves them.  And he wants to speak to you 

even though you can be rebellious and stubborn and prickly and difficult and 

defensive…because he loves you because he loves you because he loves you.  

And when God speaks there is always hope, hope that all people, his people, 

you, will come to know that life really is better with him.  

          Amen 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church on Sunday 25th January 2015, by Rev. Ian Phillips. 

 

 


