
Signs of Life – A GOSPEL People 

EQUIPPED 

Discuss this question with the person next to you for a minute: “What kind of 

church would you like to be part of?”  I’m sure there are lots of answers being 

talked about!!  Here’s a kind of church that excites me. 

the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. 
43 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. 
44 

All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. 
45 

They sold property and possessions to give to 

anyone who had need. 
46 

Every day they continued to meet together in 

the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts, 
47 

praising God and enjoying the favour of 

all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 

were being saved.  (Acts 2 v 42-47) 

There is something compelling and inspiring about this account of the church.  

What strikes me are some of the words used in the text about the people in 

this early church.  First it is “all” the believers who are together.  Friends, I’ve 

said this before and will probably say it again, presence is powerful.  This thing 

called church is a community thing. There is great spiritual power in “all” the 

believers being “together.”  That’s why if you haven’t engaged in the ancient 

path of praying and fasting (however it is best for you to work it out in 

practice) I ask you; Why not?  This ancient path is about community, this 

community, together, all of us, seeking God.  

Then they were “together.” When a community comes together it can be a 

thing of great power.  These guys had “everything in common.” It does not 

mean they all did the same things, or even liked the same things.  It means that 

together they looked out for one another…. And shared what they had so no-

one was in need.  When a community lives like this one it affects everyone – 

those inside it and those outside it.  There is something contagious about being 

part of a community like this. 

 Ok, for a minute or two I want you to turn to the person next to you and tell 

them the best team in history.  It could be a sports team or any kind of team 

for that matter.  Ok, now tell them the best team you’ve been part of and why. 



I’ve been part of a few winning teams – mainly in football.  It is a great feeling 

when you get to the end of a game, having given your best, and you’ve won.  I 

used to love that sense of “we did this together!”  I loved being part of the 

Nefyn Mission Team.  I loved that sense of achievement when a group of 

people who hardly knew each other could work really hard, bash out mad 

ideas, pull things together and have a great time with children, young people 

and adults.  It was all on a knife edge, all pretty last minute, all hard work, all 

very challenging…. But it was a team thing. 

I am privileged to be part of a great team here at CBC.  This thing called church, 

this thing called CBC can be a great team.  What if, like the early church, the 

Holy Spirit was free to move among us, everyone gave liberally, every need 

was met, everyone boldly proclaimed the Gospel of Grace…why not 

friends….why not? 

Once upon a time he had it all, raised in the kings court, full of promise and 

potential.  Then suddenly, one day, it all went wrong.  In a fit of anger and rage 

he killed a man.  Now a murderer and a fugitive, he has to live as a desert 

nomad.  But God is not done with him yet.  God is going to call him. 

3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest 

of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and 

came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2 

There the angel of the LORD 

appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that 

though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 
3 

So Moses thought, “I 

will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 

4 
When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him 

from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” (Exodus 3 v 1-4) 

It’s a very ordinary day, but God meets with Moses.  Why not with you?  There 

are four very important words here: “I will go over.”  The NASB translates it 

this way: “I must turn aside.”  Moses did not have to turn aside; God did not 

force him to turn aside.  Moses could have missed it – God’s call, that is.  I 

wonder what would have happened if he had not turned aside.  Truth is, if he 

hadn’t he would have missed knowing God!  I wonder how many times there 

may have been shrubs on fire, but a calling was missed because somebody 

didn’t turn aside!   



Now that he has turned aside, God is free to call Moses: “I’ve seen the 

suffering of my people, so I’m sending you to Pharaoh to free my people.”  In a 

word, Moses says … “No!”  He’s not stupid, he knows how powerful Pharaoh 

is!  Perhaps he’s thinking, “If you’d asked my forty years ago when I was young 

and influential in Pharaoh’s court, I could have done something.  But now… I’m 

just a shepherd… in the wilderness…who am I?” 

Or, in other words, “Can’t do it! You know my failures.  You know my past.  You 

know my weaknesses.  It’s not me!”  God responds as only God can: “Yes 

Moses – I know all that.  And I love you.  You!  Your shortcomings are not 

shortcomings for me; your weaknesses are not weaknesses for me.  The truth 

about you is… the truth about you Moses is, that I love you and I will be with 

you.” 

I’m guessing you’ve said those words too: “Can’t do it!”  I certainly have.  Still 

do!  But God’s promise to Moses is God’s promise to you and me!  God may 

well take us out of our comfort zone, but he won’t take us out of his love or his 

caring hands.   

Moses isn’t convinced!   “I’m not eloquent, never have been, I can’t speak!”  

God is a bit cross with Moses, because, as He points out, it’s God who created 

Moses and gave him his mouth!  It’s God saying:  “Listen Moses old chap!  I 

know what I’m doing – and I want you to do it.  I’m quite capable of helping 

you – after all I created you so I know you perfectly.  You and me, together 

Moses!” 

Still Moses objects! “Send someone else!”  And even then God is gracious, so 

he sends team:  Moses and Aaron!  The point is this: When God calls, he 

always gifts and empowers.  What is God saying to you this moment?   

Moses also tried another line of objection with God; he asks “Who are you?” 

“If I come to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your ancestors has 

sent me, “and they ask me, “What is his name?”  What shall I tell them?” 

(Exodus 3 v 13) 

When Moses asks for God’s name, he’s not looking for a label for identification 

purposes; a name is much deeper than that!  A name in the Old Testament is 

about someone’s character.  He’s asking here about God’s character, about his 

trustworthiness.  He’s asking, “What can I tell the people about who you are – 

your heart, your power, your availability.  Are you close, or are you a distant 

God?  What is your name?” 



God says his name, that great name is, “I AM. I am the God who sees; who saw 

you, Moses, in the bulrushes, who sees his people, who sees you in the desert.  

I am the God of your ancestors.  I am the God of infinite power.  I am the God 

who cares, deeply, for my people.  I am the God who wants to be known.  I am 

the God who wants you to grow in the knowledge of me and to trust me and 

who I am.” This is a defining moment in human history, of God’s dealings with 

the people he created.   

We will identify, develop and use our God given gifts!  Friends, if we’re going to 

step out and take God at his word; if we’re going to identify, develop and use 

our God given gifts – then we will need to know God.  Friends, this is not so 

much about theology, although it is that. This is about survival! 

Knowing God is what we hang on to. Knowing who God is, is the basis of 

everything we do!  When we hear God’s call, when we step out and identify 

develop and use our gifts we have to trust that God knows what he is doing!  

We have to trust in, and cling to, the character of God in the face of risk, 

weakness and possible failure.  Moses learnt that there is never a day when 

clinging to God’s character is not enough! 

I want to say thank you to every one of you who has heard God’s call and is 

courageously pursuing it.  I want to thank you for the way you have identified 

and developed your God given gifts and for the ways you use them in the 

service of the great I AM.  I thank you for the ways you do that in this 

community, the one we call church.  Thank you for the ways you do that in 

your work place, your home, your school, college or university.  Thank you for 

the ways you do that in all the places that you go. 

Wouldn’t it be great if someone wrote about this community the way they 

wrote about the early church?  Actually, it already happens, people already 

comment on what happens here, and it will happen more as we courageously 

step out and follow where God leads.  I am part of a great team here.  CBC, this 

church is a great team – really it is!   

What Moses was called to do in speaking to Pharaoh was much, much bigger 

than he knew.  He played his part, responded to God’s call, used his gifts as 

part of a much bigger plan of redemption and salvation – not just for Israel, but 

for all people! 

Friends, when we identify, develop and use our God given gifts, it is for CBC 

and the places we go, but it’s much, much bigger than that!  When we fully 



serve in our gifts we begin to reach our full redemptive potential as the people 

of God and we are part of the great I AM’s stunning redemptive plan. 

Here’s something interesting about the story of Moses: 

We know what happened to Moses 

We know what happened to the people of Israel 

We know what happened to Pharaoh and the soldiers 

But we never find out what happened to the bush 

 

Perhaps it’s still burning, because God is still waiting for people to turn aside.  

Perhaps he’s still waiting for people to respond to his call and courageously 

pursue it.  Fancy seeing part a great team of people who courageously respond 

to God’s call?  I do!   

When God calls, he equips…. So how about it? 
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