
SIGNS OF LIFE 

ONE ANOTHER 

 

We will share the Good News of Jesus with anyone who does not know him 

A real challenge, hands up if you feel you have the gift of evangelism?   

I would not say it come naturally to me which is why I have struggled putting 

this sermon together. 

I sometimes don’t know where to start in sharing my faith with someone, what 

will they think of me if I start talking to them about Jesus? Will it mess up our 

relationship? will I wreck the only chance I have with that person? 

We know we should share our faith, but sometimes we are left waiting for Just 

the right moment in our eyes.  

Then just as we are about to say something, circumstances change and we 

miss the moment. 

I am left feeling frustrated, disappointed and worst of all guilty that I have 

missed an opportunity. 

We may not be evangelists but we all can share the good news of Jesus.   

I am not sure if you have watched Schindler’s list recently? We are going to 

watch the end scene.  

I always remember this scene at the end when Schindler confesses if only he 

could have saved more people, why did he keep his car that could have saved 

10 more people or a gold pin that could have saved 2 more.  He breaks down 

forgetting the 1,100 he did save.  

I have this nagging guilt when I get to heaven God will say to me you  could 

have done so much more with all that I blessed you with, in sharing your faith, 

you could have done so much more.  



I think part of the problem may be is that we do not see the pain of this world  

as Schindler did and as God does, he knew the destiny of the Jews he could not 

save, would be the horrors of a concentration camp. 

Jesus sees every heart in this world, the hurt, the pain that we all live in and it   

breaks his heart, so much so he willing died for us.  

If we could only glimpse what was in store for people who do not know Jesus, 

who do not know his love and forgiveness, I wonder if it help us overcome our 

fears and embarrassment?  

The words of the old Hymn “What a friend we have in Jesus” sum it up for me 

It says “What needless pain we bear, all because we do carry everything to God 

in prayer. I other words if we don’t have a relationship with Jesus who do we 

turn to when life gets tough? 

Even in this room I would guess, if we had TV screens above each of us 

showing the hurt, pain and worries we carry even as Christians, it would keep 

Jesus busy for a while, let alone all those in this town who do not know Jesus 

the desperate and the lonely. 

It’s why we should come here each week to hear God’s word preached, to 

worship God, to pray to be part of this family because God meets us right here. 

When we meet together, we meet with God and our lives are never the same 

again. 

Isn’t this the good news of Jesus - us being together in community? When we 

invite people to church aren’t we inviting them to experience the good news.   

The thing is, if we don’t share the good news with people then they will try and 

find it elsewhere. 

I have been reading a book on Delivering Happiness, it’s a book on the growth 

of an online shoe store called Zappos, I know shoes are important to some 

people, so I thought I would delve into the dark side, but they have their own 

set of values just like us: 

• Deliver WOW thorough service – we would call that ‘And then some’. 

• Embrace and Drive change  



• Create Fun and a little Weirdness 

• Be Adventurous Creative and Open-minded 

• Pursue Growth and Learning  

• Build Open and Honest Relationships with people  

• Build a Positive Team and Family Spirit 

• Do more with Less  

• Be Passionate and Determined  

• Be humble 

These could so easily be ours. 

A different staff member has written a story around what each of these values 

and what it meant to them. 

I will read one from “Building a Positive Team and Family Spirit” 

“My husband passed away under tragic circumstances in December of 2007. I 

couldn’t begin to think of what that was going to mean for our children, our 

family or for me.  

 When I first heard the news, I was numb, but I needed to make a call. 

Strangely enough, the call wasn’t to an immediate family member. It was to my 

employer, Zappos.com. That one action made me realize the strong connection 

I felt with my co-workers and the Zappos culture. It was essentially my home 

away from home. 

When my senior manager received my hysterical call, she showed great 

compassion and gave sound advice to calm me. She assured me that I 

shouldn’t be concerned with anything else but to take care of myself and my 

family, and that, day or night, I should call if I needed anything. After she gave 

me every single one of her phone numbers, I knew she meant it. 

As much as Zappos meant to me before, the things they did for me after my 

husband passed away amazed and humbled me. I was reassured that I 

shouldn’t feel pressure to return to work as soon as possible. They even 

volunteered to cater the reception for my husband’s service. My visiting family 

had never heard of these kinds of gestures given by a workplace. I just smiled 

and said, “Wonderful. That’s what Zappos is” 



When I returned to work, I was nervous , unsure of how my co-workers would 

act around me. But I wasn’t anxious for long. There was always someone there 

to listen, offer consoling words, sit with me as I released my tears, or just give 

me a hug. Co-workers and managers alike allowed me time to heal and gave 

me the strength I needed to continue as a contributing and functioning 

member of the team. 

In the end, the most important contributions from my extended family at 

Zappos were support and friendship. Zappos was my refuge and healing place 

that gave me everything I needed to continue on with my life” (Delivering 

Happiness, a path to profits, passion and purpose, Tony Hsieh page 203)            

I believe we could so easily replace Zappos in this story with Crawley Baptist 

Church? 

We may not get it right all the time, but isn’t this part of sharing the Good 

news of Jesus with people, how we live as community both inside and outside 

the church?  

We say our values are to be a Gospel people, Gospel can be translated as Good 

News, in sharing the Good news of Jesus we need to display and live by all our 

values of Grace, One another, Servant hearts, People, Equipped and Lifestyle.    

However touching the story was, and I wish all workplaces were as good, 

ultimately it can’t replace the relationship that is offered to us by Jesus, 

ultimately it will never last for eternity.   

I wonder how she felt when she lost her job in the down turn in 2008 - would 

she have had a different view of her employer? 

The challenge is, if we and other churches throughout the world do not 

continue to share the good news of Jesus with people, then people will never 

truly know the unconditional love of a heavenly father. Who never leaves us or 

makes us redundant! 

Coming back to where I started; as Christians we all have a responsibility to 

share the good news of Jesus both in practical ways, through acts of Love and 

compassion and by talking to others about Jesus. 



However the good the news is, it’s not all down to us, God calls us and equips 

us with gifts to help grow his kingdom, ultimately though, it’s down to God 

through the Holy Spirit to bring about real conviction and conversion.  

The danger is we try and get God to fit to our timetable and agenda rather 

than following Gods plan and agenda.  

God’s word reminds us that Jesus works harder to bring people into 

relationship with him than we could ever imagine. 

He came into the world to “seek and save the lost.” Luke 19:10  

He loved us “Whilst we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8  

He loves us as we are with all our faults because he loves us etc. 

Perfect love drives out all fear. 1 John 4:18 

God provides his word to all people so that may know him.  Which is why we 

support the Aghem project, we may not be able to go over to Africa but we can 

support them financially and in prayer, to help others there, share the Good 

News of Jesus. 

I have the privilege of working with Gideon’s International who place bibles all 

over the world, about 80 million or so each year. I help give out new 

testaments in the Crawley schools to the year 7 students, why?  Because I 

believe when people read about Jesus their lives can be changed. 

I may only give them out once a year but my prayer is the children that receive 

new testaments, and all those who read bibles placed in hotels across Crawley 

and the Gatwick area, will know Jesus through reading his word. 

In my small way I am trying to share the Good News of Jesus with any one who 

does not know him, equally I could have mentioned the Lighthouse project, 

POD, SPOT ,  Contact Centre, Go teams. We are being a Round Church in all our 

activities.     

Ultimately God’s word has the final answer on how we are called to share the 

good news of Jesus. 

Colossians 4 v 2-6 



There are some key points from this passage: 

Devote yourselves to prayer 

That God may open a door for our message  

Proclaim it clearly 

Be wise how we act with people: make the most of every opportunity  

Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt so that you 

may know how to answer everyone. 

For me if we are to share the good news we need to pray about it and leave 

things in God’s hands, pray that God would open a door.  

Our part is to walk through the door once God opens it by faith. 

We need to pray about the Mayor’s Carol service, who would have thought we 

would get 100 new people or so coming to the Church, pray for all those who 

use the premises week by week, that they would come to know Jesus. 

We have the door frame up and may be today as a step of faith you want to 

walk through the door for that person or that situation you have been thinking 

about. That God would open a door in their lives that you can share the Good 

news into that situation, whatever it may be.   

So as we go into this world this week, let our conversations be always full of 

Grace seasoned with salt as we share the good news of Jesus. 
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