
A ring on the thread of truth. 

HOW GOOD IS GOOD ENOUGH? 

 

How good is good enough, which is the title of today’s sermon. I think it’s 

something we all struggle with at some point in our lives, how good is good 

enough?  

 

How good do I have to be in my job to be recognised?  

How good a friend do I have to be for people to like me? 

How good do I have to be as a parent to live up to other peoples parenting 

prowess? 

How good do I have to be for people to look after me when I am old? 

How good do I have to be for my parents to accept my achievements?  

How good do I have to be at Preaching to be asked to do it again? 

How good do I have to be for God to love me and accept me? 

How good do I have to be to become a Christian and join a Church? 

 

The list could go on, this morning we are going to be looking at the parable of 

the rich young man, in Mark chapter 10.  

 

He asks of Jesus what must I do to inherit eternal life, how good do I have to be 

to get into heaven and be blessed?  

 

Before we start, I wonder how good your hearing is this morning, I am not 

talking about your physical hearing but your spiritual hearing? 

 

My prayer would be this morning that our spiritual ears and eyes would be 

opened by God’s grace; to perceive what God would want to share with us; to 

let God’s word move from our heads to our hearts and make a real change. 

 

We will read that Jesus loved the rich young man, Jesus gave him the answer 

to his question and said ‘Come follow me,’ which he said to rich and poor alike. 

The rich young man may have heard what was said but couldn’t accept it and 

went away sad even with all his wealth.  

 

Mark 10 v 17-29  

 



The good news is Jesus does not want anyone to leave here today sad like the 

young man in this parable.  We will be challenged, we may even have to 

change our ways because of this series, but ultimately Jesus still looks down 

and says I love you. 

 

If over this series we can truly understand grace and its implication for our lives 

and for this church, we would find a new freedom in Christ. 

Two passages in this parable help us to understand the basis of grace  

V 18 - Why do you call me good? Jesus answered no one is good except God 

alone  

V23 – 27 With man this is impossible, but not with God, with God all things are 

possible. 

The starting point of grace is that no one is good enough to receive Gods love 

in their own right.  I struggle with this, at least in my mind, surely we have to 

add something to grace to make it real, or at least I would feel better if I could 

contribute something! 

As the rich young man drops to his knees in front of Jesus and says what must I 

do to inherit eternal life?  

What must I do, what must I do… I think as Christians we try so hard to find 

Gods special plan for our lives, that we can miss what he has already called us 

to do by his grace. I am not saying it’s wrong to seek Gods direction for 

ourselves, but God has already spelt out a lot of what we should be doing 

already, to love God and to love our neighbour. 

God just calls us to trust him, to have a childlike faith, to believe and accept his 

free gift of grace.   

Coming back to the young man in this parable, we can still sometimes think 

what must I do to win Gods favour and acceptance? The free gift of Grace 

alone then suddenly becomes a gift of - grace + performance – equal to - 

acceptance and love.   

The danger is our good works can corrupt grace. We can become over 

confident in our ability to earn our salvation. 



The rich young man kept all the major commandments and must have been 

feeling good about himself when he came to Jesus. I am doing alright Jack!  

However, just to make sure, I will ask Jesus what I must do to get eternal life to 

reassure me I am on the right track. Jesus looks at the young man’s heart and 

knows his motivation for coming before him was ultimately selfish, unlike 

Zacchaeus; when he met Jesus he responded so differently by giving away his 

money instantly, before Jesus asked him, for he knew he was a sinner. 

So how’s your heart this morning?     

We can sometimes kid ourselves we are not that bad with the big sins but 

what about the more refined ones of  

Self-centeredness  

Selfish ambition 

The love of position 

The love of power or praise of men 

An Independent spirit 

The tendency to manipulate events or other people for our own ends  

The indifference to eternal or temporal welfare of those around us 

Bitterness  

The sin of materialism 

Gossip or running someone down 

 

When we start to really search our hearts and measure ourselves against God’s 

standards, rather than against each other, things don’t look quite so good.  The 

disciples caught the drift of this when they said, ‘Who could be saved if the rich 

and the blessed of the day weren’t entitled to eternal life?’  

It would seem impossible, in the disciple’s eyes, to get into heaven, but by 

God’s Grace things impossible, are made possible in Christ. 

People sometimes say that a person has fallen from grace, when they have 

made a mistake, which implies we can somehow work our way up a grace 

ladder of achievement by doing good deeds. 

However God’s word reminds us, whilst we were still sinners Christ died for us, 

whether we have committed one sin or a million sins,  sinful is what we will 



always be this side of heaven, and we cannot move up a grace ladder of 

achievement.  

Which is why Jesus said no one is good accept God. Even Jesus had to live with 

the issue of sin - yes he was sinless, pure and holy - yet he took the sins of the 

world on his shoulders.   

We still face the same challenge today living with the sin in our lives yet 

knowing that by grace we are free from guilt and condemnation, because of 

Jesus sacrifice on the cross. 

However with freedom comes responsibility, in accepting grace out of love 

God calls us to live holy lives  

2 Timothy 1 v 9  

He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have 

done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in 

Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.  

To be a holy people is to live Gods way, to follow Jesus teaching and example.   

The danger in trying to live a holy life, is we can move from the simple 

acceptance of grace as a gift to believing the other lie that we are really not 

good enough to receive grace, to be loved and accepted by God. Surely he 

can’t keep on loving me, I keep messing up time and time again, surely I have 

fallen too far this time 

But God does again and again if we confess our sin and turn back to God.  

So in terms of grace plus performance, whether we feel over confident in our 

salvation or not worthy to receive grace, both extremes are false.  

We have to accept that because of grace we are accepted just as we are, not 

who we think we should be.  

Philip Yancey sums it up for me when he says there is nothing we can do to 

make God love us more, there is nothing we can do to make him love us any 

less.  



We are loved, accepted and are secure in Christ, through the free gift of God’s 

Grace and the truth of the Gospel.  

True liberation comes when we realise that we are: 

loved unconditionally 

forgiven unconditionally  

accepted unconditionally  

Grace and the Gospel are the keys to our forgiveness which is truly amazing. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

We can sometimes forget that the Gospel is not just for unbelievers as the 

diagram shows we can think that once we are saved, we need to move on, to 

growth in spiritual disciplines, holiness and service.  

At one level we do need to grow in holiness and understanding just as our 

children grow up and mature, however it does not change the fact we are 

sinners, in need of Grace and the Gospel in our lives every day.  

I was out the back with Luke and Becca and Becca was saying Grace is not just 

something you say before a meal it’s a way of life - and its true we all have to 

live with the knowledge as sinners we are in need of grace, to realise every 

breath we take is a gift from God.  God calls us to live in grace and holiness 

every day of our lives. 

At first sight Grace and holiness might seem at odds with one another. Holiness 

is something we do, and growing in grace is something we freely receive, a gift.  
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But love draws them together we live holy lives out of the love and grace we 

receive in Christ.      

I thought I would pull everything from this morning together in a little stick 

person,   

 

 

We start with our feet 

Romans 10 v 15  

“How beautiful are the feet that bring good news” our foundation in life is built 

on the good news of the gospel, its good news pre believing and post believing.  

We celebrate communion together to regularly to remind us of that good 

news. 

We have two legs one I will name grace the other holiness if we only followed 

grace and did what we pleased it would show a lack of love for God. It we rely 

on holiness only, we will try to please God by performance and run the risk of 

missing the point of Grace.  

As we mature as Christians, we need to walk in the liberation of grace coupled 

with the call to live holy lives, to be a holy people becoming more like Christ.  

As we grow we have two dangers, on the one hand being self-righteousness, 

feeling we are above grace.  Peter confidently proclaimed he would not 

abandon Christ, but denied him three times.  

On the other hand, feeling we are not worthy of grace, the furthest thing on 

the women’s mind caught in adultery facing death was grace. I expect she was 

just hoping it would not hurt too much - being stoned to death.  However Jesus 

shows her his love and grace and tells her to leave her life of sin.     

How do we balance all of this?  

By listening to the Holy Spirit with spiritual ears, letting our hearts be 

transformed by love, mercy and compassion. 

 



We need our minds transformed by grace and the truth of God’s word to do all 

God wants to do in our lives by grace. 
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