
TRUE COLOURS 

LOVE WINS! 

 

Today we’re told the important thing is that we have a choice. And it is true 

that the most powerful thing you have is the power to choose.   

Edwin Thomas was the master of the stage in the 1800’s. At the age of 15 he 

made his debut performance in Richard III going on to become a fine 

Shakespearean actor.  In New York he performed Hamlet for 100 consecutive 

nights. When it came to tragedy on stage, Edwin Thomas was in a select group 

of performers.  

 Tragedy came in life too.  Edwin had two brothers, John and Junius, both of 

whom were actors.  In 1863, they worked together to perform Julius Caesar. His 

brother John, somewhat prophetically took the part of Brutus.  John played the 

assassin on stage and, just two years later, played assassin in another theatre – 

Ford’s theatre.  On a crisp night in April 1865 he went quietly into the rear box 

of the Washington Theatre and fired a bullet into the head of Abraham Lincoln, 

President of the USA.  His last name, as of his brother Edwin, was Booth:  Edwin 

Thomas Booth and John Wilkes Booth. 

Edwin’s career consequently took a nosedive and he went into retirement, but 

one choice still faced him.  Standing on a platform of a New Jersey station 

waiting for his train, a defining moment came.  A well- dressed young man 

walking along the platform tripped and fell between the platform and a moving 

train. Without hesitation Edwin locked a leg around a railing, grabbed the man 

and pulled him to safety.  The young man recognised the famous actor Edwin 

Booth but Edwin Booth did not recognise the young man he had rescued. 

He only discovered who the young man was a few weeks later on receipt of a 

letter from the chief secretary to General Ulysses S. Grant.   The letter thanked 

him for saving the life of the son of the American hero, Abraham Lincoln.  What 

a contrast in a choice.  One brother had chosen to kill the president, Abraham 



Lincoln, the other had chosen to save the life of his son – Robert Todd Lincoln.  

One brother chose death; the other life.
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We have the same choice: death or life.  As the Sermon on the Mount draws to 

a close, Jesus makes it abundantly clear, we have a choice: death or life.  The 

choice is so important, Jesus, it seems to me, repeats it three times. 

Ask, Seek, Knock 

7 
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you. 
8 

For everyone who asks receives; the one 

who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

(Mathew 7 v 7-8) 

The Narrow and Wide Gates 

13 
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 

road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
14 

But small is 

the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

(Mathew 7 v 13-14) 

The Wise and Foolish Builders 

24 
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 

into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
25 

The 

rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 

that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 
26 

But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them 

into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
27 

The rain 

came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell with a great crash.”  (Mathew 7 v 24-27) 

Your choice is powerful for God lets you choose!  Others have made their 

choices and God let them.  Cain and Abel:  Abel chooses God; Cain chooses 

murder and God lets him.  Abraham and Lot: Abraham chooses God; Lot 

chooses Sodom and God lets him.  David and Saul: both kings of Israel: David 

chooses God; and Saul chooses power and God lets him.  Peter and Judas both 

deny Jesus: Peter seeks mercy; Judas seeks death and God lets him.  Truth is, 
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God lets us choose. Life is full of choices – we face them every day. But only 

one choice is eternal – and God lets us choose.   

Jesus talked about what life looks like in the kingdom of the heavens.  Jesus 

lived what life looks like in the kingdom of the heavens.  Jesus has taught that 

if we pursue the deepest longing of our heart, to treasure God, then we have 

nothing to worry about in the kingdom of the heavens.  The truth of the 

kingdom of the heavens is that the universe with God present amongst us is a 

perfectly safe place to be! There is a competent God, who understands 

perfectly about the basic elements of the human need, right here with us.  

 What Jesus has taught and what He lived, is that the universe only truly makes 

sense when we see it the way he sees it.  The only hope we have of truly living 

well, living life to the full, being completely satisfied, in the midst of anything 

and everything life throws at us, is to seek first the kingdom of God, the 

kingdom of the heavens. 

We don’t know, and may never know the truth about what happened to 

Malaysian airlines flight MH370. What we do know is that something went 

terribly, terribly wrong.  What we do know is it ended in disaster and tragedy.  

Jesus is teaching us that flying upside down will end in disaster and tragedy.  

He invites us to fly the right way up ,to see and understand the world the way 

he does, to seek first the kingdom of the heavens, but he gives us the choice.  

Life is full of choices, but only one choice is eternal and God lets us choose.   

Think for a moment of Jesus on the cross. Have you ever thought about the 

two men either side of him?  Why only two other crosses?  Why not four or 

five or six, or ten?  Why was Jesus in the centre?  Could it be a symbol of one of 

God’s greatest gifts: the gift of choice?  Two criminals; two crosses; two men 

condemned to the same death surrounded by the same crowd.  Two men; two 

extraordinarily different choices.  Luke records it this way: 

39 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you 

the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

40 
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 

“since you are under the same sentence? 
41 

We are punished justly, for 

we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 

wrong.” 

42 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” 



43 
Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.” Luke 23 v 39-43. 

Once chose death, the other chooses life. 

Jesus at the centre while each one had a choice and God lets them choose: 

death or life.  There are so many things we don’t get to choose, we don’t get to 

choose: our gender, our parents or siblings.  We don‘t get to choose our place 

of birth; we don’t get to choose if we’re born into poverty or riches; whether 

we’re tall or short; the size of our nose. And because of these things we’re 

never completely satisfied.  But God, in his infinite love gives us the gift of the 

greatest choice of all.  He gives us the choice of death or life, the only choice of 

eternal value.   

We make lots of choices as we go through life. Sometimes we make good 

choices, sometimes we make bad choices.  God loves us enough first to let us 

choose – death or life.  Love never forces, never coerces, never manipulates, 

never dictates a response.  Love always invites…and waits…and waits. And 

when a thief prayed, God loved him enough to give him life! He does the same 

for me and you.   

Love wins…always!  What Jesus understood perfectly is that when love wins in 

our hearts, when we choose life, it wins in our lives too.  Jesus understands 

perfectly that love is about relationship: to choose life is to love God, to 

treasure Him.  That’s the greatest command because it’s the greatest thing any 

person can do – treasure God. 

Out of that love flows the second greatest thing any person can do: love their 

neighbour.  So as Jesus draws his sermon to a close, he challenges us about 

real love: “When you choose life and love God, you will love your neighbour…. 

And here’s what it looks like!” Perhaps Jesus is saying to choose life is to 

recognise God’s love has overflowed to you.  How well does that love overflow 

to others?  Recognizing God’s love to me, how much do I recognise God’s love 

for others? 

I have come to love this story.   

A Jewish couple had a son after many years of trying, he was a great joy to 

them.  They named him Mordecai – but he became quite a challenge for them.  

They were pious Jews and Mordecai was a rambunctious, zestful boy who had a 

love of life.  When he was old enough, his parents sent him to the synagogue to 

learn the word of God.  They stressed how important it was to learn God’s word 



and that without it, life would be less.  He listened, but the next day he did not 

arrive at the synagogue.  Instead he found himself in the woods, swimming in 

the lake and climbing the trees. 

By the time he got home, news of his antics had spread throughout the village 

– everyone knew of his shame.  His parents were at a loss as to what to do.  

They called in an expert to modify Mordecai’s behaviour, but the next day he 

found himself in the woods, swimming in the lake and climbing the trees.  His 

parents grieved for their son and felt there was simply no hope for him. 

As it happened the Great Rabbi was visiting the village and the parents of 

Mordecai went to him in desperation.  They told him the story and the Rabbi 

invited them to leave Mordecai with him.  “Leave him with me and I will have a 

talk with him.”  Unsure and ashamed, they left him with the Rabbi.  Mordecai 

faced the great Rabbi, trembling!  He beckoned the boy to come to him, and 

then simply and gently picked him up and held him silently to his heart. 

The next day Mordecai went to the synagogue and when he had finished he 

went to the woods, swam in the lake and climbed the trees.  Only this time as 

he walked in the woods, the word of God become one with the word of the 

woods, which became one with the words of Mordecai.  As he swam in the 

lake, the words of God became one with the words of the lake, which became 

one with the words of Mordecai.  As he climbed the trees, the word of God 

became one with the words of the trees, which became one with the words of 

Mordecai.  And Mordecai grew to become a great man.   

People who were seized with panic came to him and found peace. People who 

were without anybody, came to him and found communion.  People who had 

no exits came to him and found a way out.  When people came to him he said: 

“I first learned the words of God when the Great Rabbi held me silently against 

his heart.”  
2
 

To treasure God is to allow ourselves to be held to His heart and as love wins in 

our hearts it wins in our lives.  We refuse to judge others for we see them the 

way Jesus did.   
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Judging Others 

7 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 
2 

For in the same way you 

judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you. 

3 
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and 

pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 
4 

How can you say to 

your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time 

there is a plank in your own eye? 
5 

You hypocrite, first take the plank out 

of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 

your brother’s eye.  (Mathew 7 v 1-5) 

We don’t throw pearls to the pigs – not so much because we give up on them 

or their hearts are hard…but because there’s a better way. 

6 
“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If 

you do, they may trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you 

to pieces.  (Mathew 7 v 6) 

Pearls are, quite simply, no good for pigs.  When love wins in us we long to give 

others what is truly good for them.   

When love wins in us we can discern what is true and what is not – for we are 

held to the heart of the one who is truth. 

True and False Prophets 

15 
“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, 

but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
16 

By their fruit you will recognize 

them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
17 

Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 

fruit. 
18 

A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear 

good fruit. 
19 

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 
20 

Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

True and False Disciples 

21 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven. 
22 

Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your 



name perform many miracles?’ 
23 

Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 

knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’  (Mathew 7 v 15-23) 

We have no desire to follow anyone else. When love wins we choose daily to 

build on the one who brings life.   

Friends, the choice is yours to make – to live in the kingdom of the heavens – if 

you want to choose life, then allow yourself to be held to the heart of God who 

loves you because he loves you……  

 Let his words become your words, 

 Let his thoughts become your thoughts, 

 Let his ways become your ways,   

Let the things he hears become the things you hear,  

Let the things he sees become the things you see, 

 Let the things he seeks become the things you seek,  

Let the things he loves become the things you love.   

Let his life become your life,  

Let his heart become your heart. 

This is an invitation to a way of life.  Friends, choose life.  Let love win in your 

heart! 

Amen. 

 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church, on Sunday 6
th

 April 2014, by Rev. Ian Phillips. 

 

 

 


