
Another brick in the wall 

Three: Do not misuse His name! 

My wife’s name is Lisa, she’s lovely – but then I would say that wouldn’t I?  On 

the 23
rd

 March this year we celebrated our 22
nd

 wedding anniversary and we 

went away for the weekend – just the two of us.  We have two children: Meg 

18 and Zac 15, but they don’t get to come with us on our weekend away.  We 

like time together – just the two of us. 

I met Lisa, when she was 18 and we were both on a Scripture Union Beach 

Mission team in North Wales, a place called Nefyn.  I remember seeing this 

beautiful young lady and being very impressed.  I like everything about her, so I 

set about trying to impress her!  I’m not sure it always worked though! 

On a cliff path walk one summer evening after all the activities of the day had 

finished, I was desperately trying to think of something significant to say.  So I 

said: “I wonder why it always gets colder at night!”  Despite that, we gradually 

got to know one another and we liked what we saw and what we knew and we 

found ways to help our relationship grow. 

I wrote this to Lisa: 

“Just wanted to say there’s only three things I like about you……. 

Your looks…… your personality…. And everything else!!!!” 

 

We are still finding ways to make our relationship grow – that’s why we go 

away without our children on our wedding anniversary.   If you say the name 

Lisa my heart jumps, it quickens, because immediately I think of Lisa, my wife.  

The mention of her name brings all sorts of thoughts to my mind. I think of 

beaches in summer in Wales; and cliff path walks; and late nights sneaking in 

after lights out; to being hit by pillows thrown by all the other guys!  I think of 

long drives from Worcester to Clacton to visit her.  I think of someone who 

really encouraged me to do what I’m doing right now and wouldn’t let me give 

up. 

I think of someone whose company I love to share. I think of arguments when 

we disagree – and I’m finally learning that I’m not always right!  I think of 



holidays, concerts, spontaneous madness.  I think of our wedding, our children, 

our family.  I think of someone who opened up a whole new life for me and 

with whom I have shared it for the last 24 years. 

See, when someone says “Lisa” it’s far more than a name to me.  It’s about a 

relationship; it’s about a relationship that is growing deep and on-going.  There 

are things I will do because of Lisa; there are things I won’t do because of Lisa.  

There are things I could do, but that I choose not to because of Lisa.  There are 

things I am challenged about because of Lisa.  I am not the person I would be 

without Lisa.  I have changed in many ways – and still am – because of Lisa, and 

that’s because this relationship matters. 

The Ten Commandments are about a relationship with our loving heavenly 

Father, and when we respond to his great love for us, his name matters.  In 

biblical times  names were much more significant than they are now.  The very 

existence of anything was tied up with the revelation of its name and the 

divine name was critically important. 

This is because the name of God has to do with the character of God.  

Importantly the names we have for God are names that God himself revealed 

to us; they are not the creation of men trying to describe or define God.  They 

are always names God gives to us to tell us something about who he is and in 

his love and grace and mercy he has given us his names to help us come to 

know Him and live in Him. 

By giving us his name God has shown his desire to know and to be known by 

people just like you and me, that means God wants relationship with you and 

me.  That is God’s greatest dream: relationship with the people he created and 

right now he’s working to keep the dream alive.  All through the bible he’s 

shown that he was working to keep the dream alive.  He’s shown and revealed 

who he is. 

In Psalm 23 we see all these names of God showing us what he’s like: 

 

 

 



God is : 

Our protector, our provider, our master, our peace, our healer, our 

righteousness, our warrior, our defender, our encourager, our nourisher and 

our eternity. 

In the New Testament, God gives us Jesus – our Saviour.  All through the Bible 

God gives his excellent best for us, and in Jesus he gives his excellent best.  

Jesus, in leaving all the glory of heaven, in living among us, in his death and 

resurrection, gave his excellent best.  God gave his excellent best. He gave his 

name so that we would know who he is and be known by him in relationship. 

The only appropriate response to all that God has done and revealed is to 

honour his name! 

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.”  Why would you want 

to?  How is your heart towards all that God has done for you?  He gave his 

excellent best for you. How are you living in response? 

In response to this particular command how do we honour God’s name?  Well, 

the first and most obvious thing to say is – don’t swear!  According to the 

Oxford English Dictionaries (1995) Jesus means: a colloquial interjection, an 

exclamation of surprise, dismay (name of founder of Christian religion).  

According to this definition, Jesus is to be first understood as a common 

expletive.  But not to us, for whom this name means all that we have 

experienced, learnt and know of the person to whom the name belongs. But it 

is so easy to become numb because we hear this name abused so often. 

But we can watch our language!  When I used to play football regularly the 

guys would swear – a lot!  They would always apologise if they did it in front of 

me!  I took that as a compliment even though they got many jokes at my 

expense (but all in good humour).  By the way we live we can be counter-

cultural and challenge the use of His name.  We can also write to the media 

about the content of newspapers, T.V. or radio programmes.   

Have you ever heard anyone say something like this: “the Lord told me that he 

wants to say…..”  You ever said that sort of thing yourself?  Ever wonder if the 

Lord really did say that?  This happened once in a church when a man stood up 

in his church and said confidently:  “Thus says the Lord: Just as Abraham led 



my people through the Red Sea, so I will lead you….”   A few minutes later, 

after an embarrassed silence the man got up again and said: “Thus says the 

Lord: I made a mistake it wasn’t Abraham, it was Moses.” 

Sometimes we say things are from the Lord, when really they are our own 

thoughts wishes, desires, dreams, and opinions.  It’s very easy to do – it gives 

us some credibility.  Well, if the Lord is saying it – it must be true!  We can do 

huge damage both to others and to the name of God, if we claim to speak in 

the name of God, when in fact we are speaking our own thoughts.  I think this 

may be some of what Jesus is talking about in Mathew 5, in the Sermon on the 

Mount, when he says watch out for false prophets. You can’t tell false 

prophets from the outside. You can’t always tell them from what they do and 

say, but they don’t have a living relationship with God, and using his name is 

self-serving.  That’s why we must test what is said in the Lord’s name.  That’s 

why you should test this talk this morning.  Who is giving it? That’s about 

character. Is what is being said consistent with, and true to, what God has said 

before?  Whose name does it seek to honour? 

Many terrible things have been done in the name of God; the crusades; 

slavery; apartheid; the quest to bring civilisation to uncivilised people; even 

Nazi Germany!  How many people have been oppressed, abused, hurt or 

exploited in the name of God I wonder?  How much of it is going on now in the 

so called war on terror? 

Shortly after the fall of Atlanta during the American civil war, a woman 

exclaimed to President Lincoln in the White House: “Oh Mr President, I feel 

sure that God is on our side… don’t you?”  “Ma’am,” he replied solemnly: “I am 

more concerned that we should be on God’s side.” 

We need to be careful and wise – not using God’s name to justify what we 

want and in that way we honour, and don’t misuse His name.  We can, of 

course, leave God out altogether and never give him the glory.  Ever got to the 

end of a service and said: “That was a great service – the worship was 

fantastic. I really enjoyed that!”  What is worship really about?  Is it about us or 

God? 

How do we pray? Sometimes people will say, after someone else has prayed – 

that was a lovely prayer.  Jesus said: that person has received their reward in 



full – perhaps suggesting God doesn’t hear prayers like that!  Do we give God 

the glory in the things that he is due the glory?  You know the best way to 

honour God’s names is to live a life worthy of the gospel.  He has given his 

excellent best for you, in the words of the hymn: Love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Perhaps one way you can respond today is to listen to the following words and 

to say Amen at the end. 

In order to honour God’s name, I will give my excellent best in all I do: 

 I will do whatever it takes to honour God. 

 I will withhold nothing 

 I will not try to cut corners 

 I will not try to find an easy or comfortable way out. 

 I will not try to cheat on what God has given to me 

 I will not squander my gifts, talents and abilities 

 I will not keep for myself that with which God has blessed me 

 I will live by faith, truth, integrity, generosity, gratitude, fidelity, love and 

 hope. 

 I will live to honour His name. 

 

        Amen 

 

Preached at Crawley Baptist Church by Rev. Ian Phillips on Sunday 22
nd

 September 2013. 


