
Another Brick in the Wall 

TWO: NO IDOLS 

Which one of these statements describes faith? 

1. “That we may see and believe!” 

2. “We believe that we may see!” 

A missionary society wrote to David Livingstone and asked, “Have you found a 

good road to where you are?  If so, we want to know how to send other men 

to join you.”  Livingstone wrote back, “If you have men who will come only if 

they know there is a good road, I don’t want them.  I want men who will come 

if there is no road at all.” 
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David Livingstone wanted men who had faith.  He wanted men who would 

believe in what they were doing before they could see their way to it!  To say 

“That we may see and believe,”  requires no faith at all.  We sometimes say: 

“I’ll believe that when I see it!”  That’s a way of saying we have no faith that it 

will happen!  To say, “That we believe in order that we may see,” is the 

essence of faith.  It is to say that we will believe before we have the evidence 

to prove it.   

The Bible says that without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11v6). 

The Bible describes faith this way: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 

and certain of what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11v1) 

The second commandment is this:
 
“You shall not make for yourself an image in 

the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 

below. (Exodus 20 v 4) 

In essence this commandment is given by God to give us room for faith, and, as 

with the first commandment, it is revealing something of the character of God 

himself.  What it reveals is that God wants us to be people who grow in 
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relationship with him.  The best way for us to grow in relationship is to exercise 

faith in who God is – in his character. And so God gives room for faith! 

What is one significant difference between God, and any idol?  Well, you can’t 

see God, but an idol is right there in front of you!  To follow God and for faith 

to grow, we have to take God at his word, and believe in the integrity of what 

God says, and to wait for God! Truth is, we find that really, really hard!  We 

find it really hard to follow God especially when we cannot see what he is 

doing or see him acting in our lives and circumstances.  We really want to take 

God at his word don’t we?    We really want to trust in the integrity of what 

God says in his word, don’t we?  We really want to wait for God and we really 

want to trust him in everything. We really want to do that even when there 

seems to be no evidence that God is alive and active in our life or the lives of 

those around us.  But, in those times when there really doesn’t seem to be any 

evidence that God is doing anything at all, we find all of those things really 

hard to do. 

But, truth is, for faith to have room to grow that’s the best way!  When faith 

grows, we grow in our relationship with God.  Idols are much easier to follow 

than the way or faith, but idols stop us following God by taking him at his 

word, trusting his integrity and waiting on God.  Idols get in the way of faith 

and giving it no room to grow. 

God is a jealous God because idols get in the way of us living and growing in 

faith.  They get in the way of our growing in our relationship with God… And 

that’s what he longs for, more than anything!   

Here’s how it works. God says to Abraham: “Leave your country and your 

people and your Father’s household and go to the land I will show you!” 

(Genesis 12v1)  Abraham’s responds in faith:  “So Abraham left.” (Genesis 12 v 

4) No evidence of anything; no proof of anything; no way of knowing what lay 

ahead or how it would pan out.  Abraham took God at his word – and left!  An 

alternative response might have been something like this.  “Thanks God, but I 

have everything I need right in front of me – take a look around – and you can 

see; it’s all here! 



It’s the choice between seeing or believing.  Makes it sound easy doesn’t it?  

But it’s not!  The crux of the matter is what we think about who God really is!  

The questions becomes: “Can we really take God at this word?”   

The people of Israel found it really hard!  God miraculously helped them 

escape the land of the Egyptians; there were the ten plagues – things everyone 

could see.  They crossed the Red Sea – the evidence was something they all 

took part in.  They were guided by pillars of cloud and fire which they could see 

with their own eyes.  But, once in the desert, and on the way to the promised 

land, it’s not long before they’re moaning! Actually it only took them three 

days!  Only three days after crossing the Red Sea before they were asking the 

question: Where is God; what is he doing?  It’s not long before they give up 

waiting for God in favour of something they can see!     

While Moses is up Mount Sinai, the people complain to Aaron, who makes a 

golden calf out of their jewellery so they choose the worship of an idol made 

out of gold rather than wait for the God who rescued them from Egypt. They 

wanted to follow something they could see rather than take God at his word 

and trust in his character.   

John’s gospel records in chapter six that Jesus fed a crowd of 5000 men (and 

women and children) with five small loaves of bread and two fish, and that 12 

baskets of leftovers were gathered.  The crowd followed Jesus around the lake 

and then they asked him this question: “What miraculous signs then will you 

give that we may see and believe?” Even though they already have the 

evidence, they want more… and there is no room for faith; they only want 

something they can see!   

Idols are the things we can see that leave no room for faith.  Faith is taking God 

at his word when there is no evidence, and trusting in his character.  God is 

jealous of faith because that’s how we draw closer to him!  So God says, “No 

Idols – it destroys relationships, my relationship with you, and yours with me!” 

So what does idolatry look like for us today?  In his book on the Ten 

Commandments J. John expresses it this way. He says a Christian could make 

the following statements: 

• God give purpose, meaning and fulfilment to my life. 



• God governs the way I act. 

• God is the focal point around which my existence hangs. 

• God is often in my thoughts, and I get enthusiastic about God. 

• Thoughts of God comfort me when I am down. 

• I read about God, I talk about God, I make friends with those who are 

also committed to God. 

• I desire more of God.
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He says idolatry is anything you could put in place of the word God in those 

statements.  For example: money; possessions; career; holidays; sports; music; 

sex; relationships.  Truth is an idol can be almost anything.  It’s anything that 

will take the place of trusting God and give faith no room to grow.  Falling into 

idolatry can be very subtle.  There is nothing inherently wrong or evil with any 

of the examples we used above as potential idols.  Actually they are all good 

things, and often gifts from God, but they become idols when they strike at the 

very foundation of our relationship with God – when they take away the room 

for faith! 

How do we then confront idolatry in our own lives?  Well, we can look at our 

life and our walk with God and think this is all too hard – and give up!  Maybe 

we take the view that it will be easier to carry on as things are, than to try and 

confront anything that might be idolatry.  We can do that!  We could, on the 

other hand, reject totally anything we think might be getting in the way of 

faith.  Maybe there are things we should reject. But there may be a better way. 

J. John (pinching it from elsewhere) suggests we think of “planting a flag for 

God!” in areas of our lives where idolatry may be an issue.  What he means is 

that we don’t give up, and we don’t reject things that are good, but we submit 

them to God.  We seek to hold things before God, so that we live in the right 

balance and perspective before him. 
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To the rich young ruler whose idol is his money and possessions, Jesus said: “If 

you want to confront that and live in the right balance, and the right 

perspective, you need to start giving your money and possessions away!”  So 

the question becomes: Where do you need to plant a flag for God in your life? 

We need to remember that what this command is really about is God’s desire 

for you and me to grow in relationship with him – because he loves you and 

wants the best for you and me!  When we are able to take God at his word, 

and trust in what he says – when we believe before we can see… we are able 

to grow in faith and in our relationship with the living God. 

Idols pretend they are God, but they will never get us to where we want to be; 

they will never satisfy.  Idols will cheat you of what God so longs to give you; 

you will not experience the fullness of God that he so longs to pour into your 

life.  Idols will steal from you the relationship God so longs for you to know and 

experience. 

This second command is a loving, gracious invitation to trust in the character of 

God himself, to take him at his word and to wait for him.  It begs the question 

– why would we want to do anything else?  And just at the end of this talk, 

notice that his love goes on and on and on and on – to a thousand generations 

of those who love him. 

Friends, it’s a choice between things that will never truly satisfy, and the God 

who loves you because he loves you…who gives us the room for our faith to 

grow and to get to know him better and better and better. 

So what do you say: 

“That I may see and believe!”  or “ I believe that I may see!” 

Amen 
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