
Another Brick in the Wall 

ONE- NO OTHER GODS 

What is God like? 

I think that one of the biggest and most important questions anybody, 

anywhere, at any point in history can ask is – What is God like? 

So just for a moment, here, now, take a few seconds to answer in your own 

mind the question: what is God like?  People have all sorts of different views of 

what God is like, don’t they?  Some would question whether or not ‘God’ really 

actually exists at all.  Some might say there are lots of different gods.  Some 

would say whatever God is, he’s really quite detached from anything about the 

lives of people like you and me.   

Some might say he can’t be very kind if you look at what happens in the world.  

I think one of the biggest problems, perhaps the biggest problem in the world, 

is that people, many people, even people who follow Jesus Christ, have a 

wrong understanding of what God is really like.   I wonder how many of us here 

today live thinking that as far as God is concerned, we don’t match up.  I 

wonder how many of us, consciously or unconsciously live somehow trying to 

earn God’s love, or more of God’s love. 

I wonder how many of us deep down, when it comes down to the wire, think 

the evidence suggests that ultimately God isn’t interested in my life – because 

where’s the proof?  All of those kinds of thoughts, and a myriad of others, that 

live deep in our hearts and minds, are there because, in the end, we have a 

wrong understanding of what God is like. 

Today we start a new series called: Another brick in the wall!  Yes…. I pinched it 

from a great song by Pink Floyd, which in my opinion has one of the greatest 

guitar breaks of all time!!  But this series has nothing to do with building the 

kind of walls Pink Floyd were talking about in the Album “The wall” 

Friends, if we are going to live well, if we are going to experience life in all its 

fullness as Jesus spoke about, then we need to build on something true and 

something secure.  I hope today, by the time this talk is over, we understand 



the foundation, the only true foundation, on which anyone can ever build a life 

worthy of the gospel of Christ.  It’s the foundation, the only foundation, that in 

truth frees anyone to live well and live life in all its fullness.  The rest of this 

series will then be about the bricks we use to build on that foundation. 

What kind of life we live depends on the bricks we are using to build it.  This is 

a series, if you haven’t worked it out yet on the Ten Commandments.  In a nice 

sort to coincidence it’s now ten years since we moved into this building!  When 

we built this we had to build on the right foundations – good foundations, and 

then we built with bricks, this wonderful building. 

I really hope you will want to come and celebrate our ten years at True colours 

on 21
st

 September!  We’re going to remember what God has done and thank 

him for his provision and continuing provision.  Part of what enable us to build 

this building is because of what we think God is like!  The Ten Commandments 

make a huge statement about what God is like.  Some people look at the Ten 

Commandments and think they speak of a rather harsh, demanding God.  

Some think they speak of a God who’s a bit of a kill joy.  Some think they speak 

of a God who can no longer be relevant to us today because the commands he 

gives are increasingly irrelevant.  Interestingly the Ten Commandments lie at 

the very core of western civilisation. 

Barely 300 words long in English they form the basis for our legal system and 

our parliamentary system, and here’s a thought, someone has said that no-one 

has yet been able to improve the ten commandments, even though we’ve 

managed to create something like 32,647,389 laws alongside them! 

What do you think about the Ten Commandments? 

The Ten Commandments 

20 And God spoke all these words: 

2 “
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 

of slavery. 

3 
You shall have no other gods before me. 



4 
You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in 

heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
5 

You shall 

not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a 

jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third 

and fourth generation of those who hate me, 
6 

but showing love to a 

thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

7 
You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will 

not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

8 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

9 
Six days you shall 

labour and do all your work, 
10 

but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the 

LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your 

son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor 

any foreigner residing in your towns. 
11 

For in six days the LORD made the 

heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on 

the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made 

it holy. 

12 
Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the 

land the LORD your God is giving you. 

13 
You shall not murder. 

14 
You shall not commit adultery. 

15 
You shall not steal. 

16 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour. 

17 
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your 

neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbour.” (Exodus 20 v 1-17) 

 

Some people think that to be “in” with God you have to keep the Ten 

Commandments.  Trouble is, that’s impossible!  I wonder how far down the list 

you get before you think – that’s it I’ve failed!  Some people think that God 

watches each of us really closely waiting for us to make a mistake or to do 



something wrong.  Some people think God gave us the Ten Commandments to 

make sure life was boring – he took out all the fun! 

How we understand what God is like is critical in how we understand the Ten 

Commandments, and yet the Ten Commandments themselves tell us what God 

is like….. Well they can if we understand them as they were really intended.  

You can choose to read them as a list of rules given by a sort of headmastery 

kind of God.  “Keep the rules and you’ll be fine” kind of approach.  If you read 

them that way, you end up with a God who really is watching you and waiting 

for you to fail. 

There is, another, much better way of reading them, but we have to do a bit of 

work to get there!  Which came first: the choosing of Abraham and the 

beginning of the nation of Israel, or the giving of the Ten Commandments?  

Choosing Abraham and the nation of Israel, did Abraham have the Ten 

Commandments to live by?  No! 

How does the New Testament describe Abraham?  He had faith and it was 

credited to him as righteousness (Romans 4v3) my translation: Abraham didn’t 

have the Ten Commandments, he followed God as best he knew and God 

loved him anyway!  What did God say about why he chose Israel?  He said he 

chose them because they were the smallest nation and because he loved 

them.  What’s the point? 

God loves and God chooses people long before there’s any mention of 

commandments!   

Question: Which comes first – Love or laws?  Answer: God’s love. 

The Pharisees thought that keeping the law brought God’s favour, but Jesus 

challenged that and turned it upside down.   On a hillside one day Jesus spoke 

– we call it the Sermon on the Mount.   He looked around at the people 

gathered, the normal, fragile people, the sick, the poor – and he said: “You’re 

in!”  You are welcome in the kingdom of God because this kingdom is a 

kingdom of love. 

He looked at the Pharisees and teachers of the law who thought they were 

“in”… and pronounced it’s never been about keeping the law.  Jesus said he 

hadn’t come to abolish the law but to fulfil it.  Love came before the law and 

love, through Jesus on the cross surpasses the law.  So…. Do we need the Ten 

Commandments today, here, now in our lives?  The answer is yes!  But, it’s not 

yes so we can somehow win God’s favour.  It’s not yes because God is 



watching, waiting to see when we slip up, hoping we’ll be good enough.  It’s 

not yes so followers of Jesus live better lives than anyone else and that pleases 

God.   

It’s yes, but for a wholly different reason.  It’s yes because that’s love.  It’s love 

because love always wants the best and the Ten Commandments are simply 

the best way to live.  You can read them as if they were a test from God – one 

which most of the time you’re likely to fail.  Or you can read them as a loving 

invitation to the best way of life from the God who loves you because he loves 

you because he loves…… 

The first commandment is the basis for all the others for it shows us what God 

is like. 

20 
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so 

that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” (Exodus 20 v 2) 

R.T. Kendall suggests this command is really about gratitude!   The only proper 

response to God’s love in our lives is one of gratitude.    You shall have no 

other gods before me.   The challenge and the point in this command is this – 

why on earth would anyone want any other god, than the God revealed in the 

Bible?  Well…… why would you? 

In the light of all that God has done – why would any other God be worth 

following, serving or loving?  When God gave these commandments to the 

people of Israel through Moses, he’d already chosen them!  He’d already called 

them special; he’d already poured his blessing on them; he’d already rescued 

them most magnificently from their captors; he was already providing for them 

miraculously daily all that they needed on their journey through the desert; 

they already enjoyed his divine presence within tangible ways. 

What is God like?  Well – in this command he’s the one who chooses his 

people, lavishes his love on them, rescues them, provides for them and is 

always present with them, and verse one of Exodus 20 echoes the beginning 

words in the Bible:  “And God said….” (Gen1 v3).  Exodus 20 v 1 “And God 

spoke….” 

This is the God who gave us his most excellent creation; this is the God who 

was there at the beginning and is utterly unique; this is the God who gives life; 

this is the God who heals, restores, forgives, blesses and loves; this is the God 

we see most clearly in Jesus.  When he speaks these commands he first says: “I 

am the Lord your God.”   This is the God who wants to be known by people like 



you and me; he wants us to participate in all he is, and all he is doing.  He is the 

God who says, the best way is for us to do this thing called life, together.  This 

is the God who wants us to know him so much that he revealed who he is in 

Jesus.  This is the God who pitched his tent with us and did life with us…. And 

still does. 

This is the God who says “I am the Lord, YOUR God.”  This is personal – he 

loves you!  He chooses you!  We are his people – he is our king!  When you 

meet the God who loves like this, why on earth would you want any other 

God?  When we open our lives to the love God has for us – the rest is a 

response of gratitude. 

Friends, the Ten Commandments are not about law; they’re about the 

response of gratitude to the loving, rescuing, redeeming, creative, powerful 

God – the only God.   Keeping the Ten Commandments isn’t something we do 

because we have to – but because we want to.  They are the best way to live 

and the best way to live in response to who God is.   

As I close, two challenges:   First, if you want to live well as followers of Jesus in 

gratitude to God, ask yourself this question – “How can I know God better?”  

These Ten Commands reveal to us what God is like and what his kingdom is like 

– revealing more of who he is.  The better you recognise and come to know 

who God really is, the more you are likely to live in gratitude for what he’s 

done. 

How do you get to know God better? 

- Read the Bible; talk about it; wrestle with it; think about it. 

- Pray: talk to God and listen to him. 

- Worship God – on Sunday with others and in your own way. 

- Learn – listen to teaching. 

- Learn to praise God for who he is and what he’s done. 

As followers of Jesus we have the gift of the Holy Spirit at work in us all the 

time.  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you other gods in your life, other gods are 

those things that draw you away from living in gratitude to the one true God, 

and do it as a matter of urgency! 

 

 



“I am the Lord your God.  You shall have no other gods before me.”   I love you 

because I love you because I love you.   You are chosen, special and precious to 

me.  I want the very best for you and this is the best way to live. 

       Amen. 

 

Preached in Crawley Baptist Church on Sunday 1
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