
Whatever it takes! 

WHAT ARE WE BUILDING? 

At the end of August we will have been in this building 10 years!  Hard to 

believe isn’t it?  I think we will have to stop calling it “the new building” from 

September onwards!  Friends, you do realise it was never about the building 

though, don’t you?  The generosity of this church still amazes me, all the 

sacrifice that enabled us to build this building. Only last weekend one of the 

guests at Su and Kevin’s wedding told me what a great building it is!  He is in 

the facilities management business – has his own company!  So he knows 

about buildings. But, friends, it was never about the building. 

You may remember that all the way through the project we didn’t call it a 

building project: we called it the church redevelopment!  The point was, the 

point is, this was, is, and always has been, about church!  And church is much 

more than a building.  I remember when Nigel Wright came to speak at the 

opening service, our dedication service. Do you remember what he said?  The 

first thing he told us was the bad news: “God doesn’t need a building!”  That 

was a bit of a blow!  We’d just given and sacrificed for a new building, and then 

we’re told God doesn’t need a building to do his stuff!  Then he told us the 

good news!  “That perhaps we need a building!  God is not confined to, or 

restricted by buildings, but we find them helpful and useful.”  That friends, is 

exactly the point! 

I remember a lovely quote from a commentary I read when we went through 

the book of Nehemiah some years ago while we were out of the building!  It 

said that in the first part of the story of the rebuilding of the walls of 

Jerusalem, the people served the walls they built!  In the second part of the 

story, the walls served the people; they lived as God’s community within the 

walls and friends – it’s still true.  It’s never really about the building, but always 

about living as God’s community.  These walls, these walls that we helped to 

build, are here to serve the people! 

So, my question is: What are we building?  Interestingly the Bible talks about 

two different kinds of wall!  We saw both when we built this building!  One 



wall in the bible is standing!  It is a high, strong, impregnable wall; forbidding!  I 

hope the walls of this building are strong and lasting!    The other wall is in 

ruins, fallen, unimpressive, it can’t do what it was built for!  Here’s the truth: 

sometimes walls have to come down if the Kingdom of God is to grow; other 

walls need to be rebuilt if the kingdom of God is to grow! 

We could not build new walls, if we didn’t first tear down the old walls!  

Sometimes walls stand in the way; sometimes walls help us to stand!  The 

challenge, it seems to me, for us as a community, living the gospel, is:  what 

walls might we need to tear down because they stand in the way of what God 

might want to do among us…And what walls might we need to build to 

advance the kingdom of God in this place?  Two very familiar stories might 

help.   

Turn with me to Joshua chapter six. 

12 
Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark 

of the LORD. 
13 

The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went 

forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the trumpets. 

The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark 

of the LORD, while the trumpets kept sounding. 
14 

So on the second day 

they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did 

this for six days. 

15 
On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the 

city seven times in the same manner, except that on that day they 

circled the city seven times. 
16 

The seventh time around, when the 

priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, 

“Shout! For the LORD has given you the city! 
17 

The city and all that is in it 

are to be devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are 

with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 
18 

But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring 

about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will 

make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 
19 

All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to 

the LORD and must go into his treasury.” 

20 
When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of 

the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so 

everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. (Joshua 6 v 12-20) 



We know this story well but there are some really interesting aspects to it!  

First, it is staggering what God asks of his people, these men actually, 

immediately before their defeat of Jericho.  We must remember, this 

forthcoming battle with Jericho is about the gateway to the promised land.  

Yes, they’ve crossed the Jordan, a miracle in itself…But Jericho stands in the 

way, strategically, of the land they are to conquer.  If they can’t get past 

Jericho, there is no promised land. And having crossed the Jordan, 

miraculously, you’d think God would want them to move on immediately and 

take Jericho.  The people in Canaan are terrified of the people of Israel because 

they’ve heard of the crossing of the Jordan, and yet God commands Joshua to 

have all their men circumcised!  

 Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the 

Canaanite kings along the coast heard how the LORD had dried up the 

Jordan before the Israelites until they had crossed over, their hearts 

melted in fear and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites.
2 

At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise 

the Israelites again.”   (Joshua 5 v 1-2) 

You don’t need to be a genius to understand the effect that would have on an 

army!  Actually it renders them useless!  Truth is, this is unfinished business.  

Circumcision is Israel’s mark of covenant faithfulness and it had been forgotten 

in their desert wanderings.  Perhaps God is preparing them again for 

faithfulness.  Is that something you need: not circumcision as such, but 

renewed faithfulness to a Covenant God?   

What is really strange is not circumcision per se, but the timing!  What is God 

doing?  Could this be about trust? At that moment when the army could strike 

the enemy, the people of God have to wait!  The question becomes, do we 

really trust God in this?    

Then God tells them how they are to fight – or not fight: “Here’s how it will go 

Joshua….”  Is this again about radical trust in God?  There’s more about trust in 

this story than might at first meet the eye!   

Joshua has sent two spies to look over the land they were about to conquer!  

Maybe Joshua handpicked the two guys because of his experience 40 years 

earlier.  He wanted men who always see that God is bigger than any obstacle – 

just like himself and Caleb all those years ago.  Then there’s Rahab, the 

prostitute – probably, a tough woman certainly, one who makes it into  

Matthew’s genealogy many years later. Whatever she was, and whatever her 



life had been, she recognises something bigger when she helps two spies and 

she believes it enough to throw her whole lot in with a somewhat bizarre plan.  

She’s been waiting, and when the moment comes, she’s ready… whatever it 

takes! 

Two spies and a prostitute ready to risk everything on the other two, in the 

belief that the kingdom of God is coming. And the rest, as they say, is history.  

But it’s our history – the people of God risking everything in the belief that the 

kingdom of God is coming. And that’s how walls come down – the walls that 

keep the kingdom of God out, and the walls that keep others trapped within. 

Rahab chose to throw herself on the character of God in the sole belief that he 

was bigger than the walls surrounding her, and that he was calling her to a life 

that was a whole lot better. And because of her faithfulness and the 

faithfulness of others, God broke through.  Perhaps, friends, we are called to 

reduce to rubble the walls that hold others trapped; to reduce to rubble those 

walls that stand in the way of the kingdom of God. To bring down these walls 

requires mostly trust because as we see, God works in his time and his way. 

What are the walls that need to come down friends, in your life, the lives of 

those you know and love, and in this community?  Are you ready to walk in 

radical trust in the character of God?   

To build walls requires more work than trust!  Turn with me to Nehamiah 

chapter one. 

In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of 

Susa, 
2 

Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other 

men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived 

the exile, and also about Jerusalem. 
3 

They said to me, “Those who 

survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and 

disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been 

burned with fire.” 
4 

When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For 

some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 
5 

Then I said: “LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who 

keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, 
6 

let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear 

the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your 

servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including 

myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. 
7 

We have 

acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, 



decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 
8 

“Remember the 

instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I 

will scatter you among the nations, 
9 

but if you return to me and obey 

my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest 

horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have 

chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ 
10 

“They are your servants and your 

people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty 

hand. 
11 

Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant 

and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. 

Give your servant success today by granting him favour in the presence 

of this man.” I was cupbearer to the king.  (Nehemiah 1 v 1-11.) 

Here, in this story, the kingdom of God is in rubble and the wall needs to be 

rebuilt.  Nehemiah is distraught, not for himself, but for the kingdom of God.  

How much can that be said of you?   

When the king finally noticed Nehemiah was not himself, he asked a powerful 

question: “What is it you want?”  Actually this question changes history!  

Nehemiah has thought about this and has his answer ready.  He wants to 

rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and not for any personal gain, but for the glory 

of the kingdom of God. 

How would you answer that question today: “What is it that you want?”   

Nehemiah asked God to grant him success in the presence of the king. What 

was success for Nehemiah?  Well… it wasn’t personal success or personal gain.  

It was restoring the reputation of Jerusalem so it could again be a blessing to 

the people. What is success in your eyes? 

Success for Nehemiah is going to mean a whole lot of hard work; it’s going to 

mean suffering abuse and ridicule and even some trying to sabotage his 

efforts. But Nehemiah is building a wall that will bless the people, so that they 

will be the blessing to others as they were always intended to be.  What walls 

should we, here, be building?   

What is it that we want?  Well here’s my answer:   

I want to be part of church that builds strong leaders, where leaders are fully 

released into their gifts, so they enable others to serve God in all the places 

that they go.  

 I want to be part of a church that builds people in their God given gifts so God 

will work powerfully through them in ways that only God can.   



I want to be part of a church that builds strong, healthy vibrant small groups in 

which the people of God can be honest, real, challenged and loved.   

I want to be part of a church that builds each other up to reach their full 

redemptive potential.   

I want to be part of a church that helps families become strong places of 

growth and discipleship, where both parents and children flourish even amidst 

all the stresses and strains that are placed on them.   

I want to be part of a church that builds into our children and young people the 

values of the truth of the gospel so that they, one day, become strong in their 

own faith and commitment, because they recognise God loves them 

abundantly. 

I want to be part of a church that builds into its lifeblood ways of caring for and 

helping its weakest members. 

I want to be part of a church that builds into not only its own needs, but also 

the needs of others – whoever and wherever they might be. 

I want to be part of a church that works and builds together, so that when we 

come together, we do so to celebrate in worship that is so vibrant its effects 

are contagious. 

I want to be part of a church that builds all this because, above all else, we 

know deep in our hearts, that to do this could be the way to building the 

kingdom of God in the lives of others, who right now, are not aware that he 

loves them because he loves them because…… 

And… I want God to grant me success! 

 

I already know it’s a hard slog and it takes an awful lot of work… and so do 

you!  Friends, are we ready to tear down the walls that stand in the way of the 

kingdom God, and to build the walls that bring the kingdom of God?  Let’s 

stand together…and let’s ask for success!  
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